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Nought vnder heauen fo ftrongly doth allure 
The fence of man, and all his minde poffeffe, 
As beauties louely baite, that doth procure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to reprefle, 
And mighty hands forget their manlineffe ; lO 

Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye, 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden treffe, 
That can with melting pleafaunce mollifye 
Their hardned hearts, enur'd to bloud and cruelty. 

So whylome leamd that mighty lewifh fwaine. 
Each of whofe lockes did match a man in might, 
To lay his fpoiles before his lemans traine : 
So alfo did that great Oetean Knight 
For his loues fake his Lions (kin vndight : 
And fo did warlike Antony negleft 20 

The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras fight. 

VIII. I 
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Such wondrous powre hath wetnens faire afpeft, 
To captiue men, and make them all the world reiefl. / 

Yet could It not fterne Artegall retaine, 
Nor hold from fuite of his auowed queft, 
Which he had vndertane to Glariane ; 
But left his loue, albe her ftrong requeft, 
Faire Britomart in languor and vnreft, 
And rode him felfe vppon his firft intent : 
Ne day nor night did euer idly reft ; 30 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went, 

The true guide of his way and vertuous gouernment. 

So trauelling, he chaunft far off to heed 
A Damzell, flying on a palfrey faft 
Before two Knights, that after her did fpeed 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chaft 
In hope to haue her ouerhent at laft : 
Yet fled flie faft, and both them farre outwent, 
Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghaft. 
With locks all loofe, and rayment all to rent ; 40 

And euer as (he rode, her eye was backeward bent. 

Soone after thefe he faw another Knight, 
That after thofe two former rode apace. 
With fpeare in reft, and prickt with all his might : 
So ran they all, as they had bene at bace, 
They being chafed, that did others chafe. 
At length he faw the hindmoft ouertake 
One of thofe two, and force him turne his face ; 
How euer loth he were his way to flake. 

Yet mote he algates now abide, and anfwere make. 50 

1. 27, {fllbe . . . requeft). 



Cant VIIL^ FAERIE QVEENE. 3 

But th'other ftill purfu'd the fearefull Mayd ; 
Who ftill from him as faft away did flie» 
Ne once for ought her fpeedy paflage ftayd, 
Till that at length (he did before her fpie 
Sir / Artegally to whom fhe ftreight did hie 
With gladfuU haft, in hope of him to get 
Succour againft her greedy enimy : 
Who feeing her approch gan forward fet, 

To faue her from her feare, and him from force to let 

But he like hound full greedy of his pray, 60 

Being impatient of impediment, 
Continu'd ftill his courfe, and by the way 
Thought with his fpeare him quight haue ouerwent 
So both together ylike felly bent, 
Like fiercely met. But A rtegcdl was ftronger. 
And better flcild in Tilt and Tumament, 
And bore him quite out of his faddle, longer 

Then two fpeares length ; So mifchiefe ouermatcht the 

(wronger. 

And in his fall misfortune him miftooke ; 

For on his head vnhappily he pight, 70 

That his owne waight his necke afunder broke. 
And left there dead. Meane while the other Knight 
Defeated had the other faytour quight, 
And all his bowels in his body braft : 
Whom leauing there in that difpiteous plight, 
He ran ftill on, thinking to follow faft 

His other fellow Pagan, which before him paft. 

In ftead of whom finding there ready preft 
Sir Artegally without difcretion 

L 69, misprinted 'Am' in '96. 
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He at him ran, with ready fpeare in reft : 80 

Who feeing him come ftill fo fiercely on, 
Againft him made againe. So both anon 
Together met, and ftrongly either ftrooke 
And broke their fpeares ; yet neither has forgon 
His horfes backe, yet to and fro long fhooke, 
And tottred like two towres, which through a tempeft 
quooke. / 

But when againe they had recouered fence, 

They drew their fwords, in mind to make amends 
For what their fpeares had fayld of their pretence. 
Which when the Damzell, who thofe deadly ends 90 
Of both her foes had feene, and now her frends 
For her beginning a more fearefull fray. 
She to them runnes in haft, and her haire rends, 
Crying to them their cruell hands to ftay, 

Vntill they both doe heare, what ftie to them will fay. 

They ftayd their hands, when ftie thus gan to fpeake ; 
Ah gentle Knights, what meane ye thus vnwife 
Vpon your felues anothers wrong to wreake ? 
I am the wrong'd, whom ye did enterprife 
Both to redreffe, and both redreft likewife : 100 

Witnefle the Paynims both, whom ye may fee 
There dead on ground. What doe ye then deuife 
Of more reuenge ? if more, then I am (hee. 

Which was the roote of all, end your reuenge on mee. 

Whom when they heard fo fay, they lookt about. 
To weete if it were true, as ftie had told ; 
Where when they faw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftfoones they gan their wrothfuU hands to hold. 
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And Ventailes reare, each other to behold, 
Tho when as ArtegaU did Arthure vew, , no 

So faire a creature, and fo wondrous bold, 
He much admired both his heart and hew, 
And touched with intire affeftion, nigh him drew. 

Saying, fir Knight, of pardon I you pray. 

That all vnweeting haue you wrong'd thus fore, 

Suffring my hand againft my heart to ftray : 

Which if ye pleafe forgiue, I will therefore 

Yeeld / for amends my felfe yours euermore, 

Or what fo penaunce Ihall by you be red. 

To whom the Prince ; Certes me needeth more 1 20 

To craue the fame, whom errour fo mifled. 

As that I did mifliake the liuing for the ded. 

But fith ye pleafe, that both our blames (hall die, 
Amends may for the trefpaffe foone be made. 
Since neither is endamadg*d much thereby. 
So can they both them felues full eath perfwade 
To faire accordaunce, and both faults to fhade, 
Either embracing other louingly, 
And fwearing faith to either on his blade, 
Neuer thenceforth to nourifli enmity, 130 

But either others caufe to maintaine mutually. 

Then ArtegaU gan of the Prince enquire, (layd. 

What were thofe knights, which there on groud were 
And had receiu'd their follies worthy hire. 
And for what caufe they chafed fo that Mayd. 
Certes I wote not well (the Prince then fayd) 
But by aduenture found them faring fo, 
As by the way vnweetingly I ftrayd, 
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And lo the Damzell felfe, whence all did grow, 
Of whom we may at will the whole occaf ion know. 

Then they that Damzell called to them nie, 141 

And afked her, what were thofe two her fone, 
From whom (he earft fo faft away did flie ; 
And what was Ihe her felfe fo woe begone, 
And for what caufe purfu'd of them attone. 
To whom (he thus ; Then wote ye well, that I 
Doe feme a Queene, that not far hence doth wone, 
A Princefle of great powre and maieftie, 

Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie / 

Her name Mercilla moft men vfe to call ; 150 

That is a mayden Queene of high renowne, 
For her great bounty knowen ouer all, 
And foueraine grace, with which her royall crowne 
She doth fupport, and ftrongly beateth downe 
The malice of her foes, which her enuy, 
And at her happinefle do fret and frowne : 
Yet fhe her felfe the more doth magnify, 

And euen to her foes her mercies multiply. 

Mongft many which maligne her happy ftate. 

There is a mighty man, which wonnes here by 1 60 

That with moft fell defpight and deadly hate, 

Seekes to fubuert her Crowne and dignity, 

And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 

And her good Knights, of which fo braue a band 

Semes her, as any Princeffe vnder (ky, 

He either fpoiles, if they againft him ftand. 

Or to his part allures, and bribeth vnder hand. 

1. 141, misprinted Uhen' for Uhem^ in '96: L 160, *h€reby^i IL 164-5, 
{of, . ,yky). 
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Ne him fufficeth all the wrong and ill, 
Which he vnto her people does each day, 
But that he feekes by traytrous traines to fpill 170 
Her perfon, and her facred felfe to flay : 
That 6 ye heauens defend, and tume away 
From her, vnto the mifcreant him felfe. 
That neither hath religion nor fay. 
But makes his God of his vngodly pelfe. 

And Idols femes ; fo let his Idols ferue the Elfe. 

To all which cniell tyranny they fay, 

He is prouokt, and (lird vp day and night 

By his bad wife, that hight Adida^ 

Who counfels him through confidence of might, 180 

To / breake all bonds of law, and rules of right. 

For fhe her felfe profefleth mortall foe 

To luftice, and againft her ftill doth fight. 

Working to all, that loue her, deadly woe, 

And making all her Knights and people to doe fo. 

Which my liege Lady feeing, thought it beft, 
With tliat his wife in friendly wife to deale. 
For ftint of ftrife, and ftablifliment of reft 
Both to her felfe, and to her common weale, 
And all forepaft difpleafures to repeale. 1 90 

So me in meflage vnto her fhe fent, 
To treat with her by way of enterdeale, 
Of finall peace and faire attonement. 

Which might concluded be by mutuall confenL 

All times haue wont fafe paflage to afford 
To meffengers, that come for caufes iuft : 

1. 180, (thrcugh . . . migfU). 
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But this proude Dame difdayning all accord, 
Not onely into bitter termes forth bruft, 
Reuiling me, and rayling as (he luft, 
But laftly to make proofe of vtmoft (hame, 200 

Me like a dog (he out of dores did thruft, 
Mifcalling me by many a bitter name, 
That neuer did her ill, ne once deferued blame. 

And laftly, that no Ihame might wanting be. 
When I was gone, foone after me (he fent 
Thefe two falfe Knights, whom there ye lying fee, 
To be by them di(honoured and (hent : 
But thankt be God, and your good hardiment, 
They haue the price of their owne folly payd. 
So faid this Damzell, that hight Samient^ 210 

And to thofe knights, for their fo noble ayd. 

Her felfe moft gratefull fhew'd, & heaped thanks repayd./ 

But they now hauing throughly heard, and feene 

Al thofe great wrongs, the which that mayd complai- 
To haue bene done againft her Lady Queene, (ned. 
By that proud dame, which her fo much difdained. 
Were moued much thereat, and twixt them fained. 
With all their force to worke auengement ftrong 
Vppon the Souldan felfe, which it mayntained, 
And on his Lady, th 'author of that wrong, 220 

And vppon all thofe Knights, that did to her belong. 

But thinking beft by counterfet difguife 
To their defeigne to make the eafier way. 
They did this complot twixt them felues deuife, 
Firft that fir Artegall fhould him array. 
Like one of thofe two Knights, which dead there lay. 
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And then that Damzell, the fad Samient, 
Should as his purchaft prize with him conuay 
Vnto the Souldans court, her to prefent 
Vnto his fcoraefuU Lady, that for her had fent. 230 

So as they had deuiz'd, fir Artegall 

Him clad in th'armour of a Pagan knight, 

And taking with him, as his vanquifht thrall, f 

That Damzell, led her to the Souldans right. 

Where foone as his proud wife of her had fight, 

Forth of her window as (he looking lay. 

She weened ftreight, it was her Paynim Knight, 

Which brought that Damzell, as his purchaft pray ; 

And fent to him a Page, that mote direft his way. 

Who bringing them to their appointed place, 240 

Offred his feruice to difarme the Knight ; 
But he refufing him to let vnlace, 
For doubt to be difcouered by his fight. 
Kept / himfelfe ftill in his ftraunge armour dight. 
Soone after whom the Prince arriued there. 
And fending to the Souldan in defpight 
A bold defyance, did of him requere 

That Damzell, whom he held as wrongfull prifonere. 

Wherewith the Souldan all with furie fraught, 

Swearing, and banning mod blafphemoufly, 250 

Commaunded ftraight his armour to be brought, 
And mounting ftraight vpon a charret hye. 
With yron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfully, 
And drawne of cruell fteedes, which he had fed 
With flefli of men, whom tlirough fell tyranny 

1. 236 within ( ). 
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He flaughtred had, and ere they were halfe ded, 
Their bodies to his beads for prouender did fpred. 

So forth he came all in a cote of plate, 

Burnifht with bloudie ruft ; whiles on the greene 
The Briton Prince him readie did awayte, 260 

In gliftering armes right goodly well befeene, 
That flione as bright, as doth the heauen fheene ; 
And by his ftirrup Talus did attend, 
Playing his pages part, as he had beene 
Before direfled by his Lord ; to th'end 

He fliould his flale to finall execution bend. 

Thus goe they both together to their geare, 

With like fierce minds, but meanings different : 
For the proud Souldan with prefumpteous cheare, 
And countenance fublime and infolent, 270 

Sought onely flaughter and auengement : 
But the braue Prince for honour and for right, 
Gainft tortious powre and lawleffe regiment. 
In the behalfe of wronged weake did fight : 

More in his caufes truth he trufted then in might / 

Like to the Thracian Tyrant, who they fay 
Vnto his horfes gaue his guefts for meat. 
Till he himfelfe was made their greedie pray, 
And tome in peeces by Akides great. 
So thought the Souldan in his follies threat, 280 
Either the Prince in peeces to haue tome 
With his Iharpe wheeles, in his firft rages heat, 
Or vnder his fierce horfes feet haue home 

And trampled downe induft his thoughts difdained fcome. 

1* 259, ; for , — accepted. 
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But the bold child that perill well efpying, 

If he too rafhly to his charct drew, 

Gaue way vnto his horfes fpeedie flying, 

And their refiftlefle rigour did efchew. 

Yet as he pafled by, the Pagan threw 

A (}iiuering dart with fo impetuous force, 290 

Tliat had he not it fliun'd with heedfull vew, 

It had himfelfe transfixed, or his horfe, 
Or made them both one mafle withouten more remorfe. 

Oft drew the Prince vnto his charret nigh. 
In hope fome ftroke to fallen on him neare ; 
But he was mounted in his feat fo high, 
And his wingfooted couriers him did beare 
So fail away, that ere his readie fpeare 
He could aduance, he farre was gone and pad. 
Yet ft ill he him did follow euerywhere, 300 

And followed was of him likewife full faft ; 

So long as in his fteedes the flaming breath did laft. 

Againe the Pagan threw another dart, 

Of which he had with him abundant ftore. 
On euery fide of his embatteld cart. 
And of all other weapons lefle or more, 

- Which / warlike vfes had deuiz'd of yore. 
The wicked Ihaft guyded through th'ayrie wyde, 
By fome bad fpirit, that it to mifchiefe bore, 3 1 o 
Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde, 

And made a griefly wound in his enriuen fide. 

Much was he grieued with that haplefle throe, 
That opened had the welfpring of his blood ; 

1. 311, •r»nw*(i679). 
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But much the more that to his hatefull foe 
He mote not come, to wreake his wrathfull moDd. 
That made him raue, like to a Lyon wood, 
Which being wounded of the huntfmans hand 
Can not come neare him in the couert wood, 
Where he with boughes hath built his (hady iland, 
And fenfl himfelfe about with many a flaming brand. 

Still when he fought t'approch vnto him ny, 321 

His charret wheeles about him whirled round 
And made him backe againe as fad to fly ; 
And eke his (leedes like to an hungry hound. 
That hunting after g^ame hath carrion found. 
So cruelly did him purfew and chace. 
That his good fteed, all were he much renound 
For noble courage, and for hardie race, 

Durft not endure their fight, but fled from place to place. 

Thus long they trad, and trauerft to and fro, 330 

Seeking by euery way to make fome breach, 
Yet could the Prince not nigh vnto him goe, 
That one fure ftroke he might vnto him reach, 
Whereby his ftrengthes affay he might him teach. 
At laft from his viftorious fliield he drew 
The vaile, which did his powrefuU light empeach ; 
And comming full before his horfes vew. 

As they vpon him preft, it plaine to them did fhew. / 

Like lightening flafh, that hath the gazer burned. 
So did the fight thereof their fenfe difmay, 340 

That backe againe vpon themfelues they turned. 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 

1. 330, 'traa: 
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Ne could the Souldan them from flying (lay, 
With raynes, or wonted rule, as well he knew. 
Nought feared they, what he could do, or fay. 
But th'onely feare, that was before their vew ; 
From which like mazed deare, difmayfully they flew. 

Faft did they fly, as them their feete could beare, 
High ouer hilles, and lowly ouer dales. 
As they were foUow'd of their former feare. 350 

In vaine the Pagan bannes, and fweares, and rayles. 
And backe with both his hands vnto him hayles 
The refty raynes, regarded now no more : 
He to them calles and fpeakes, yet nought auayles ; 
They heare him not, they haue forgot his lore, 

But go, which way they lift, their guide they haue forlore. 

As when the firie-mouthed fteeds, which drew 
The Sunnes bright wayne to Pluzetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monftrous Scorpion vew, 
With vgly craples crawling in their way, 360 

The dreadfuU fight did them fo fore affray. 
That their well knowne courfes they forwent. 
And leading th'euer-buming lampe aftray, 
This lower world nigh all to aflies brent, 

And left their fcorched path yet in the firmament. 

Such was the furie of thefe head-ftrong fteeds, 
Soone as the infants funlike ftiield they faw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and fcomd all former law ; 369 
Through / woods, and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare, (draw 

L 362, ' kncwtn ' : L 365, — ^not brought out as usual in '96. 
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And toft the Paynim, without feare or awe ; 
From fide to fide they toft him here and there, 
Crying to them in vaine, that nould his crying heare. 

Yet ftill the Prince purfew*d him clofe behind, 
Oft making offer him to fmite, but found 
No eaf ie meanes according to his mind. 
At laft they haue all ouerthrowne to ground 
Quite topfide turuey, and the pagan hound 
Amongft the yron hookes and graples keene, 380 
Tome all to rags, and rent with many a wound, 
That no whole peece of him was to be feene, 

But fcattred all about, and ftrow'd vpon the greene. 

Like as the curfed fonne of The/eus, 

That following his chace in dewy morne. 

To fly his ftepdames loues outrageous, 

Of his owne fteedes was all to peeces torne. 

And his faire limbs left in the woods forlome ; 

That for his fake Diana did lament, 

And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and moume. 

So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent, 391 

That of his ftiape appeared no litle moniment. 

Onely his fliield and armour, which there lay, 

Though nothing whole, but all to brufd and broken. 

He vp did take, and with him brought away, 

That mote remaine for an etemall token 

To all, mongft whom this ftorie (hould be fpoken, 

How worthily, by heauens high decree, 

luftice that day of wrong her felfe had wroken, 

I* 374* ^n'MitL* 
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That all men which that fpeflacle did fee, 400 

By like enfample mote for euer warned bee. / 

So on a tree, before the Tyrants dore, 

He caufed them be hung in all mens fight, 

To be a moniment for euermore. 

Which when his Ladie from the caftles hight 

Beheld, it much appald her troubled fpright : 

Yet not, as women wont in dolefull fit, 

She was difmayd, or faynted through affright, 

But gathered vnto her her troubled wit, 

And gan eftfoones deuize to be aueng'd for it. 410 

Streight downe (he ranne, like an enraged cow, 
That is berobbed of her youngling dere, 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vow. 
To wreake her on that mayden meffengere. 
Whom fhe had caufd be kept as prifonere, 
By Artegall^ mifween'd for her owne Knight, 
That brought her backe. And comming prefent there> 
She at her ran with all her force and might. 

All flaming with reuenge and furious defpight. 

Like raging Ino^ when with knife in hand 420 

She threw her hufbands murdred infant out. 
Or fell MedeUy when on Colchicke flrand 
Her brothers bones fhe fcattered all about ; 
Or as that madding mother, mongfl the rout 
Of Bacchus Priefls her owne deare flefh did teare. 
Yet neither Iito^ nor Medea flout, 
Nor all the Mctnades fo furious were. 

As this bold woman, when fhe faw that Damzell there. 
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But Artegall being thereof aware, 

Did (lay her cruell hand, ere (he her raught, 430 
And as (he did her felfe to ftrike prepare, 
Out of her (ift the wicked weapon caught : 
With / that like one enfelon'd or diftraught, 
She forth did rome, whether her rage her bore, 
With franticke paflTion, and with furie fraught ; 
And breaking forth out at a pofteme dore, 

Vnto the wyld wood ranne, her dolours to deplore. 

As a mad bytch, when as the franticke fit 
Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 440 

Snatching at euery thing, doth wreake her wrath 
On man and beafk, that commeth in her path. 
There they doe fay, that fhe transformed was 
Into a Tygre, and that Tygres fcath 
In crueltie and outrage (he did pas, 

To proue her fumame true, that fhe impofed has. 

Then Artegall himfelfe difcouering plaine. 
Did i(rue forth gainft all that warlike rout 
Of knights and armed men, which did maintaine 
That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout : 450 

All which he did a(rault with courage ftout. 
All were they nigh an hundred knights of name : 
And like wyld Goates them chaced all about, 
Flying from place to place with cowheard (hame, 

So that with finall force them all he overcame. 

Then caufed he the gates be opened wyde. 
And there the Prince, as viftour of that day, 

1. 434, • whither^ : 1. 438, ^bad^x 1. 452, : for , of 96 : 1. 454, * cenvard.^ 
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With tryumph entertayn'd and glorifyde, 
Prefenting him with all the rich array, 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 460 
Purchaft through lawleffe powre and tortious wrong 
Of that proud Souldan, whom he earft did flay. 
So both for reft there hauing ftayd not long, 
Marcht with that mayd, fit matter for another fong. / 



Cant. I IX. 




^^ Arthur and Arttgall catch GuyU ^] 

%l^ wham Talus doth di/$nay : Hc 

^ They to MercUlaes pallace conu^ ^ 

^1^ and fee her rich array, ^L^ 





T 7"^ Tli^t Tygre, or what other faluage wight 
Y Y Is fo exceeding furious and fell, 
As Wrong, when it hath arm'd it felfe with might ? 
Not fit mongft men, that doe with reafon mell. 
But mongft wyld beafts and faluage woods to dwell ; 
Where ftill the ftronger doth the weake deuoure, 1 1 
And they that moft in boldneffe doe excell. 
Are dreadded moft, and feared for their powre : 

Fit for Adicia^ there to build her wicked bowre. 



L 3, : for , — accepted : L 8, W substituted for w. 
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There let her wonne farre from refort of men, 
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled ; 
There let her euer keepe her damned den, 
Where none may be with her lewd parts defyled, 
Nor none but beafts may be of her defpoyled : 
And turne we to the noble Prince, where late 20 
We did him leaue, after that he had foyled 
The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfull hate 

Had vtterly fubuerted his vnrighteous ftate. 

Where hauing with Sir Artegall a fpace 
Well folaft in that Souldans late delight, 
They both refoluing now to leaue the place. 
Both it and all the wealth therein behight 
Vnto / that Damzell in her Ladies right, 
And fo would haue departed on their way. 
But Ihe them woo'd by all the meanes fhe might, 30 
And eameftly befought, to wend that day 

With her, to fee her Ladie thence not farre away. 

By whofe entreatie both they ouercommen, 
Agree to goe with her, and by the way, 
(As often falles) of fundry things did commen. 
Mongft which that Damzell did to them bewray 
A ftraunge aduenture, which not farre thence lay ; 
To weet a wicked villaine, bold and ftout. 
Which wonned in a rocke not farre away. 
That robbed all the countrie there about, 40 

And brought the pillage home, whence none could get 
it out. 

Thereto both his owne wylie wit, (fhe fayd) 
And eke the faftneffe of his dwelling place, 
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Both vnaflaylable, gaue him great ayde : 
For he fo crafty was to forge and face, 
So light of hand, and nymble of his pace, 
So fmooth of tongue, and fubtile in his tale. 
That could deceiue one looking in his face ; 
Therefore by name Malengin they him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all. 50 

Through thefe his (lights he many doth confound, 
And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous ftrong, and hewen farre vnder ground 
A dreadfuU depth, how deepe no man can tell ; 
But fome doe fay, it goeth downe to helL 
And all within, it full of wyndings is. 
And hidden wayes, that fcarfe an hound by fmell 
Can follow out thofe falfe footfteps of his, 

Ne none can backe returne, that once are gone amis. / 

Which when thofe knights had heard their harts gan 
To vnderftand that villeins dwelling place, (earne, 
And greatly it defir'd of her to learne, 62 

And by which way they towards it fliould trace. 
Were not (fayd (he) that it (hould let your pace 
Towards my Ladies prefence by you ment, 
I would you guyde direftly to the place. 
Then let not that (faid they) (lay your intent ; 

For neither will one foot, till we that carle haue hent. 

So forth they paft, till they approched ny 

Vnto the rocke, where was the villains won : 70 

Which when the Ddmzell neare at hand did fpy. 
She warn'd the knights thereof : who thereupon 

1. 60, ^fcame ' : 1. 70, : for , . 
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Gan to aduize, what bed were to be done. 
So both agreed, to fend that mayd afore, 
Where fhe might fit nigh to the den alone, 
Wayling, and rayfing pittifuU vprore. 
As if fhe did fome great calamitie deplore. 

With noyfe whereof when as the caytiue carle 
Should iffue forth, in hope to find fome fpoyle, 
They in awayt would clofely him enfnarle, 8o 

Ere to his den he backward could recoyle, 
And fo would hope him eaf ily to foyle. 
The Damzell ftraight went, as (he was direfted, 
Vnto the rocke, and there vpon the foyle 
Hauing her felfe in wretched wize abie£led, 

Gan weepe and wayle, as if great griefe had her aifefled. 

The cry whereof entring the hollow caue, 

Eftfoones brought forth the villaine, as they ment, 
With hope of her fome wifhfuU boot to haue. 
Full dreadfuU wight he was, as euer went 90 

Vpon / the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 
And long curld locks, that downe his fhoulders fhag- 
And on his backe an vncouth veftiment feed. 

Made of ftraunge ftuffe, but all to wome and ragged, 

And vndemeath his breech was all to tome and lagged. 

And in his hand an huge long ftaffe he held, 

Whofe top was arm'd with many an yron hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld, 

Or in the compaffe of his douches tooke ; 

And euer round about he call his looke. lOO 

Als at his backe a great wyde net he bore. 

With which he feldome fi(hed at the brooke. 
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But vfd to fifli for fooles on the dry (hore, 
Of which he in faire weather wont to take g^eat (lore. 

Him when the damzell faw fafl by her fide, 
So vgly creature, (he was nigh difmayd, 
And now for helpe aloud in earned cride. 
But when the viUaine faw her fo affrayd, 
He gan with guilefull words her to perfwade. 
To banifli feare, and with Sardonian fmyle iio 

Laughing on her, his falfe intent to (hade, 
Gan forth to lay his ba)^e her to beguyle, 

That from her felf vnwares he might her fteale the whyle. 

Like as the fouler on his guilefull pype 

Charmes to the birds full many a pleafant lay, 

That they the whiles may take lefle heedie keepe, 

How he his nets doth for their ruine lay : 

So did the villaine to her prate and play, 

And many pleafant trickes before her (how, 

To tume her eyes from his intent away : 120 

For he in flights and iugling feates did flow, 

And of legier demayne the myfteries did know. / 

To which whileil flie lent her intentiue mind, 
He fuddenly his net vpon her threw, 
That ouerfprad her like a pufTe of wind ; 
And fnatching her foone vp, ere well flie knew, 
Ran with her fafl away vnto his mew, 
Crying for helpe aloud. But when as ny 
He came vnto his caue, and there did vew 
The armed knights (lopping his paiTage by, 1 30 

He threw his burden downe, and fad away did fly. 
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But Artegall him after did purfew, 

The whiles the Prince there kept the entrance (Mil : 
Vp to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyld Gote, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncing on the craggy cliffes at will ; 
That deadly daunger feem'd in all mens fight, 
To tempt fuch fteps, where footing was fo ill : 
Ne ought auayled for the armed knight, 

To thinke to follow him, that was fo fwift and light 

Which when he faw, his yron man he fent, 141 

To follow him ; for he was fwift in chace. 
He him purfewd, where euer that he went. 
Both ouer rockes, and hilles, and euery place. 
Where fo he fled, he foUowd him apace : 
So that he fliortly forft him to forfake 
The hight, and downe defcend vnto the bafe. 
There he him courft afrefli, and foone did make 

To leaue his proper forme, and other (hape to take. 

Into a Foxe himfelfe he firft did toume ; 150 

But he him hunted like a Foxe full faft : 
Then to a bulh himfelfe he did transforme, 
But he the bufti did beat, till that at laft 
Into / a bird it chaung'd, and from him part. 
Flying from tree to tree, from wand to wand : 
But he then ftones at it fo long did caft, 
That like a ftone it fell vpon the land. 

But he then tooke it vp, and held faft in his hand. 

So he it brought with him vnto the knights. 

And to his Lord Sir Artegall it lent, 160 

Warning him hold it faft, for feare of flights. 
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Who whileft in hand it gryping hard he hent, 
Into a Hedgehogge all vnwares it went, 
And prickt him fo, that he away it threw. 
Then gan it ninne away incontinent, 
Being returned to his former hew : 
But Talus foone him ouertooke, and backward drew. 

But when as he would to a fnake againe 

Haue turn'd himfelfe, he with his yron flayle 
Gan driue at him, with fo huge might and maine, 
That all his bones, as fmall as fandy grayle 171 

He broke, and did his bowles difentrayle ; 
Crying in vaine for helpe, when helpe was pad. 
So did deceipt the felfe deceiucr fayle. 
There they him left a carrion outcaft ; 

For beafts and foules to feede vpon for their repaft. 

Thence forth they paiTed with that gentle Mayd, 
To fee her Ladic, as they did agree. 
To which when Ihe approched, thus (he fayd ; 
Loe now, right noble knights, arriu'd ye bee 180 
Nigh to the place, which ye def ir'd to fee : 
There (hall ye fee my fouerayne Lady Queene 
Moft (acred wight, mod debonayre and free. 
That euer yet vpon this earth was feene. 

Or that with Diademe hath eucr crowned beene. / 

The gentle knights reioyced much to heare 
The prayfes of that Prince fo manifold ; 
And pafTing litle further, commen were. 
Where they a ftately pallace did behold. 
Of pompous (how, much more then (he had told ; 

L 162, 'hard' for 'hart' of '96--accepled : 1. 186, ^knight' (1611): 
)• 187, ; for ,— accepted. 
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With many towres, and tarras mounted hye, 191 
And all their tops bright gliftering with gold. 
That feemed to out fliine the dimmed fkye, 
And with their brightneffe daz'd the ftraunge beholders 
eye. 

There they alighting, by that Damzell were 
Dire6led in, and (hewed all the fight : 
Whofe porch, that moft magnificke did appeare, 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night ; 
Yet warded well by one of mickle might, 
That fate thereby, with gyantlike refemblance, 200 
To keepe out guyle, and malice, and defpight, 
That vnder (hew oftimes of fayned femblance, 

Are wont in Princes courts to worke great fcath and hin- 
drance. 

His name was Awe \ by whom they pa(ring in 
Went vp the hall, that was a large wyde roome, 
AH full of people making troublous din, 
And wondrous noyfe, as if that there were fome, 
Which vnto them was dealing righteous doome. 
By whom they pa(ring, through the thickeft prea(re, 
The mar(hall of the hall to them did come ; 210 
His name hight Order^ who commaunding peace, 

Them guyded through the throng, that did their clamors 
ceaflfe. 

They ceaft their clamors vpon them to gaze ; 
Whom feeing all in armour bright as day, 
Straunge there to fee, it did them much amaze, 
And with vnwonted terror halfe affray, 

L ai2 not brought out as usual in '96. 
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For / neuer faw they there the like array. 
Ne euer was the name of warre there fpoken. 
But ioyous peace and quietnefTe alway, 
Dealing iuft iudgements, that mote not be broken 
For any brybes, or threates of any to be wroken. 221 

There as they entred at the Scriene, they faw 

Some one, whofe tongue was for his trefpafle vyle 

Nayld to a pod, adiudged fo by law: 

For that therewith he falfely did reuyle, 

And foule biafpheme that Queene for forged guyle, 

Both with bold fpeaches, which he blazed had, 

And with lewd poems, which he did compyle ; 

For the bold title of a Poet bad 

He on himfelfe had ta'en, and rayling rymes had fprad. 

Thus there he flood, whyleft high ouer his head, 231 
There written was the purport of his fin, 
In C3rphers ftrange, that few could rightly read, 
BON FONT : but ban that once had written bin. 
Was raced out, and Mai was now put in. 
So now Malfont was plainely to be red ; 
Eyther for th'euill, which he did therein, 
Or that he likened was to a welhed 

Of euill words, and wicked fclaunders by him flied. 

They paffing by, were guyded by degree 240 

Vnto the prefence of that gratious Queene : 
Who fate on high, that (he might all men fee, 
And might of all men royally be fecne : 

L 234, ^ Font* is misprinted *Fons* in '96 and 1609— curiously enough, 
Dr Morris seems to have been the first to correct the very obvious error : 
^ ^399 ^flamUrs^ as before : L 343, : substituted for , . 
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Vpon a throne of gold full bright and ftieene^ 
Adorned all with gemmes of endleffe price, 
As either might for wealth haue gotten bene, 
Or could be fram'd by workmans rare deuice ; 
And all emboft with Lyons and with Flourdelice. / 

All ouer her a cloth of (late was fpred, 

Not of rich tiffew, nor of cloth of gold, 250 

Nor of ought elfe, that may be richeft red, 

But like a cloud, as likeil may be told. 

That her brode fpreading wings did wyde vnfold ; 

Whofe (kirts were bordred with bright funny beams, 

Gliflring like gold, amongfl the plights enrold. 

And here and there (hooting forth filuer (breames, 

Mongft which crept litle Angels through the glittering 

(gleames 

Seemed thofe litle Angels did vphold 

The cloth of (late, and on their purpled wings 259 
Did beare the pendants, through their nimble(re bold : 
Bef ides a thoufand more of fuch, as f ings 
Hymnes to high God, and carols heauenly things, 
EncompaflTed the throne, on which (he fate : 
She Angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings 
And mightie Conquerors, in royall (late, 

Whyled kings and kefars at her feet did them proftrate. 

Thus (he did fit in fouerayne Maieftie, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand, 
The facred pledge of peace and clemencie. 
With which high God had bled her happie land, 270 
Maugre fo many foes, which did withdand. 
But at her feet her fword was likewife layde, 
Whofe long red ruded the bright deely brand ; 
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Yet when as foes enforft, or friends fought ayde, 
She could it ftemely draw,|that all the world difmayde. 

And round about, before her feet there fate 
A beuie of faire Virgins clad in white, 
That goodly feem'd t'adome her royall ftate, 
All louely daughters of high laue^ that hight, 
Lit(E I by him begot in loues delight, 280 

Vpon the righteous Themis : thofe they fay 
Vpen laues iudgement feat wayt day and night, 
And when in wrath he threats the worlds decay. 

They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance flay. 

They alfo doe by his diuine permiflTion 
Vpon the thrones of mortall Princes tend. 
And often treat for pardon and remiiTion 
To fuppliants, through frayltie which offend 
Thofe did vpon Mercillaes throne attend : 
luft Dice^ wife Eunomie, myld Eirene^ 290 

And them amongil, her glorie to commend, 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clene. 

And facred Reuerence^ ybome of heauenly (Irene, 

Thus did fhe fit in royall rich eftate, 
Admyr'd of many, honoured of all, 
Whyleft vnderneath her feete, there as (he fate^ 
An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall 
An hardie courage, like captiued thrall. 
With a (Irong yron chaine and coller bound. 
That once he could not moue, nor quich at all; 300 
Yet did he murmure with rebellious found, 

And foftly ro3aie, when faluage choler gan redound. 

1. 301, * rehillipHs ' — accepted for ^^ebelliam^ 
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So fitting high in dreaded fouerayntie, (brought ; 

Thofe two ftrange knights were to her prefence 
Who bowing low before her Maieftie, 
Did to her myld obeyfance, as they ought, 
And meekeft boone, that they ims^ine mought 
To whom (he eke inclyning her withall, 

. As a faire (loupe of her high foaring thought, 

A chearefull countenance on them let fall, 310 

Yet tempred with fome maieftie imperiall. / 

As the bright funne, what time his fierie teme 
Towards the wefteme brim begins to draw. 
Gins to abate the brightnefle of his heme, 
And feruour of his flames fomewhat adaw : 
So did this mightie Ladie, when (he faw 
Thofe two ftrange knights fuch homage to her make, 
Bate fomewhat of that Maieftie and awe, 
That whylome wont to doe fo many quake. 

And with more myld afpeft thofe two to entertake. 320 

Now at that inftant, as occafion fell. 

When thefe two ftranger knights arriu'd in place. 
She was about affaires of common wele, 
Dealing of luftice with indifTcrent grace. 
And hearing pleas of people meane and bafe. 
Mongft which as then, there was for to be heard 
The tryall of a great and weightie cafe, 
Which on both fides was then debating hard : 

But at the fight of thefe, thofe were a while debard. 

But after all her princely entertayne, 3 30 

To th'hearing of that former caufe in hand, 
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Her felfe eftfoones (he gan conuert againe ; 
Which that thofe knights likewife mote vnderftand, 
And witnefle forth aright in forrain land, 
Taking them vp vnto her ftately throne, 
Where they mote heare the matter throughly fcand 
On either part, (he placed th'one on th'one, 
The other on the other fide, and neare them none. 

Then was there brought, as prifoner to the barre, 
A Ladie of great countenance and place, 340 

But that (he it with foule abufe did marre ; 
Yet did appeare rare beautie in her face, 
But / blotted with condition vile and bafe. 
That all her other honour did obfcure. 
And titles of nobilitie deface : 
Yet in that wretched femblant, fhe did fure 

The peoples great compafTion vnto her allure. 

Then vp arofe a perfon of deepe reach, 
And rare in-f ight, hard matters to reuele ; 
That well could charme his tongue, & time his fpeach 
To all aflayes : his name was called Zele : 351 

He gan that Ladie ftrongly to appele 
Of many ha3aious crymes, by her enured. 
And with fharpe reafons rang her fuch a pele. 
That thofe, whom (he to pitie had allured. 

He now t'abhorre and loath her perfon had procured. 

Firft gan he tell, how this that feem'd fo faire 
And royally arayd, Dueffa hight. 
That falfe Dueffa^ which had wrought great care. 
And mickle mifchiefe vnto many a knight, 360 

1. 358, , after Ai;^^/*— accepted. 
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By her beguylcd, and confounded quigfat : j 
Bat not for thofe (he now in qudlion came. 
Though alfo diofe mote qoeftion'd be aright. 
But for vyld treafons, and outrageous (hame. 
Which fhe againft the died MerdUa oft did frame* 

For (he whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counfels falfe confpyred. 
With faithleffe Blandanumr and Paridell, 
(Both tvvo her paramours, both by her h3^red. 
And both with hope of (hadowes vaine infp)^red.) 
And with them praftiz'd, how for to depryue 371 
MerciUa of her crowne, by her afpyred. 
That (he might it vnto her felfe deryue. 

And tryumph in their blood, who (he to death did dryue./ 

But through high heauens grace, which fauour not 
The wicked driftes of trayterous defynes, 
Gainft loiall Princes, all this curfed plot. 
Ere proofe it tooke, difcouered was betymes, 
And th'a6lours won the meede meet for their crymes. 
Such be the meede of all, that by fuch mene 380 
Vnto the type of kingdomes title clymes. 
But falfe Diuffa now vntitled Queene, 

Was brought to her fad doome, as here was to be feene. 

Strongly did Zele her haynous fa6l enforce, 
And many other crimes of foule defame 
Againft her brought to bani(h all remorfe, 
And aggrauate the horror of her blame. 
nd with him to make part againft her, came 

n« 37S-7» (m(<^ • • . Princes). 
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Many graue perfons, that againft her pled ; 
Firft was a fage old Syre, that had to name 390 

The Kingdomes care^ with a white filuer hed, 
That many high regards and reafons gainft her red. 

Then gan Authority her to appofe 

With peremptorie powre, that made all mute ; 
And then the law of Nations gainft her rofe, 
And reafons brought, that no man could refute ; 
Next gan Religion gainft her to impute 
High Gods beheaft, and powre of holy lawes ; 
Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons fute, 
Importune care of their owne publicke caufe ; 400 

And laftly lujlice charged her with breach of lawes. 

But then for her, on the contrarie part, 
Rofe many aduocates for her to plead : 
Firft there came Pittie^ with full tender hart, 
And with her ioyn'd Regard of womanhead ; 
And / then came Daunger threatning hidden dread, 
And high alliance vnto forren powre ; 
Then came Nobilitie of birth, that bread 
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke ftowre ; 

And laftly Grief e did plead, & many teares forth powre. 

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart 411 

The Briton Prince was fore empaffionate, 
And woxe inclined much vnto her part, 
Through the fad terror of fo dreadfuU fate. 
And wretched ruine of fo high eftate ; 
That for great ruth his courage gan relent. 
Which when as Zele perceiued to abate, 

1. 393f ^oppcfe* : 11. 408, 410, italics,— accepted : L 415, ; for ,-— accepted. 
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He gan his earned feruour to augment, 
And many fearefull obiedls to them to prefent 

He gan t'efforce the euidence anew, 420 

And new accufements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old \iz% of hellifh hew, 
The curfed Ate^ brought her face to face, 
Who priuic was, and partie in the cafe: 
She, glad of fpoyle and ruinous decay. 
Did her appeach, and to her more difgrace. 
The plot of all her praflife did difplay, 

And all her traynes, and all her treafons forth did lay. 

Then brought he forth, with gfriefly grim afpeft, 

Abhorred Murder^ who with bloudie knyfe 440 

Yet dropping frefli in hand did her dete6l, 
And there with g^iltie bloudfhed chained ryfe : 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding ftryfe 
In troublous wits, and mutinous vprore : 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of lyfe, 
Euen foule Adulterie her face before, 

And lewd hnpietie^ that her accufed fore. / 

All which when as the Prince had heard and feene. 
His former fancies ruth he gan repent. 
And from her partie eftfoones was drawen cleene. 
But Artegall with conftant firme intent, 45 i 

For zeale of luftice was againft her bent. 
So was fhe guiltie deemed of them all. 
Then Zele began to vrge her punifhment, 
And to their Queene for iudgement loudly call, 

Vnto Mercilla myld for luftice gainft the thrall. 
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FAERIE QVEENE. 
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But (he, whofe Princely bread was touched nere 
With piteous ruth of her fo wretched plight, 
Though plaine fhe faw by all, that (he did heare, 
That ihe of death was guiltie found by right^ 460 
Yet would not let luft vengeance on her light ; 
But rather let in (lead thereof to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which (he couering with her purple pall 

Would haue the pafTion hid, and vp arofe withall. 



Cant. I X. 

A A Princt Arthur takes the enterpriu 

^ A for Belgeefar to fight : 

«Gerioneos Sene/chaU 
hijlayes m Beiges right. 





s 



Ome Clarices doe doubt in their deuicefull art, 
Whether this heauenly thing, whereof I treat. 
To weeten Mercie^ be of luftice part, 
Or drawne forth from her by diuine extreate. 
This well I wote, that fure (he is as great, i o 

And meriteth to haue as high a place, 
Sith in th' Almighties euerlafting feat 



L 3, : for ,-r«ccepted : 1. 8, , after *Mercie* — accepted. 
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S^\t, £nt was bredL axid bocne of hranmly race ; 
Yz-JTT. rxnce pooled ojwb on aien^ fay influrm r of grace. 



F:r :! that VcTtne be of fo great might, 

Uliich frooD hitl indict vQl far nothing ftart, 

B:2t to pnefenie inniolatBd r^ht» 

Oft fpflles the prindpaiL to fane the part ; 

So much more then b that of powre and art. 

That feekes to Taue the fubiecl of her tkill, 20 

Yet neuer doth from doome of right depart : 

As it is greater pra^-fe to fane, then fpill. 

And better to reforme, then to cut off the ilL 

Who then can thee, Mcrcilla^ throughly praj-fe. 
That herein doefl all eartiily Princes pas ? 
What heaaenly Mufe (hall diy great honour rayfe 
Vp to the flues, whence firft deriu'd it ii^-as, / 
And now on earth it felfe enlarged has, 
From th'vtmoft brinke of the Armericke ftiore, 
Vnto the margent of the Molucas ? 30 

Thofe Nations farre thy iuftice doe adore : 

Hut thine ownc people do thy mercy prayfe much more. 

Much more it prayfed was of thofe two knights ; 
The noble Prince, and righteous Artegall^ 
When they had feene and heard her doome a rights 
Ajfainft Dueffa, damned by them all ; 
Hut by her tempred without griefe or gall, 
Till ftrong conftraint did her thereto enforce. 
And yet cucn then ruing her wilfull fall, 
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With more then needfull naturall remorfe, 40 

And yeelding the laft honour to her wretched corfe. 

During all which, thofe knights continued there, 
Both doing and receiuing curtefies. 
Of that great Ladie, who with goodly chere 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignities, 
Approuing dayly to their noble eyes 
Royall examples of her mercies rare, 
And worthie patems of her clemencies ; 
Which till this day mongft many lining are. 

Who them to their pofterities doe ftill declare. 5 o 

Amongfl the reft, which in that fpace befell, 
There came two Springals of full tender yeares, 
Farre thence from forrein land, where they did dwell. 
To feeke for fuccour of her and her Peares 
With humble prayers and intreatfuU teares ; 
Sent by their mother, who a widow was, 
Wrapt in great dolours and in deadly feares, 
By a ftrong Tyrant, who inuaded has 

Her land, and flaine her children ruefully alas. 

Her / name was BelgtB^ who in former age 60 

A Ladie of great worth and wealth had beene, 
And mother of a frutefull heritage, 
Euen feuenteene goodly fonnes; which who had feene 
In their firft flowre, before this fatall teene 
Them ouertooke, and their faire bloffomes blafted, 
More happie mother would her furely weene, 

L 54, second < tf^ tpperfloously inserted in *96 before the second ' htr' 
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Then famous NiobCy before (he tailed 
Latonaes childrens wrath, that all her iffue wafted. 

But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious powre, 

Had left her now but fiue of all that brood : 70 

For twelue of them he did by times deuoure. 
And to his Idols facrifice their blood, 
Whyleft he of none was ftopped, nor withftood. 
For foothly he was one of matchlefTe might. 
Of horrible afpe6l, and dreadfuU mood, 
And had three bodies in one waft empight. 

And th'armes and legs of three, to fuccour him in 
fight 

And footh they fay, that he was borne and bred 
Of Gyants race, the fonne of Geryon^ 
He that whylome in Spaine fo fore was dred, 80 

For his huge powre and great oppreffion, 
Which brought that land to his fubieAion, 
Through his three bodies powre, in one combynd ; 
And eke all ftrangers in that region 
Arryuing, to his kyne for food aflynd ; 

The fajo-eft kyne aliue, but of the fierceft kynd. 

For they were all, they fay, of purple hew. 
Kept by a cowheard, hight Eurytion, 
A cruell carle, the which all ftrangers flew, 
Ne day nor night did fleepe, t'attend them on, / 90 
But walkt about them euer and anone. 
With his two headed dogge, that Orthrus hight ; 
Orthrus begotten by great Typhoon^ 

1, ;«• •/*/• (Church) : L 78, *hmi; And L 80, ^dr^' 
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And foule Echidna^ in the houfe of night ; 
But Hercules them all did ouercome in fight 

His fonne was this, Geryoneo hight, 

Who after that his monftrous father fell 
Vnder Alcides club, ftreight tooke his flight 
From that fad land, where he his fyre did quell, 
And came to this, where Beige then did dwell, 1 00 
And flourifli in all wealth and happinefTe, 
Being then new made widow (as befell) 
Afler her Noble hufbands late deceffe ; 

Which gaue beginning to her woe and wretchedneffe. 

Then this bold Tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking aduantage, and her yet frefh woes, 
Himfelfe and feruice to her offered. 
Her to defend againfl all forrein foes. 
That (hould their powre againfl her right oppofe. 
Whereof fhe glad, now needing flrong defence, 1 1 o 
Him entertayn'd, and did her champion chofe : 
Which long he vfd with carefull diligence. 

The better to confirme her fearelefTe confidence. 

By meanes whereof, fhe did at lafl commit 

All to his hands, and gaue him foueraine powre 

To doe, what euer he thought good or fit 

Which hauing got, he gan forth from that howre 

To ftirre vp flrife, and many a Tragicke flowre, 

Giuing her dearefl children one by one 

Vnto a dreadfuU Monfler to deuoure, 120 

And fetting vp an Idole of his jowne. 

The image of his monfbrous parent Geryone. 



38 THE V. BOOKE OF THE SJOant. X. 

So / tyrannizing, and oppreffing all, 

The woefuU widow had no meanes now left. 

But vnto gratious great Mercilla call 

For ayde, againft that cruell Tyrants theft, 

Ere all her children he from her had reft 

Therefore thefe two, her eldeft fonnes (he fent, 

To feeke for fuccour of this Ladies gieft : 

To whom their fute they humbly did prefent, 1 30 

In th'hearing of full many Knights and Ladies gent 

Amongft the which then fortuned to bee 

The noble Briton Prince, with his braue Peare ; 
Who when he none of all thofe knights did fee 
Haftily bent, that enterprife to heare, 
Nor vndertake the fame, for cowheard feare, 
He ftepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the reft in prefence there, 
And humbly gan that mightie Queene entreat. 

To graunt him that aduenture for his former feat. 140 

She, gladly graunted it : then he ftraight way 
Himfelfe vnto his iourney gan prepare. 
And all his armours readie dight that day. 
That nought the morrow next mote ftay his fare. 
The morrow next appear'd, with purple hayre 
Yet dropping frefli out of the Indian fount. 
And bringing light into the heauens fayre. 
When he was readie to his fteede to mount ; 

Vnto his way, which now was all his care and count. 

Then taking humble leaue of that great Queene, 150 
Who gaue him roiall giftes and riches rare, 

1. 136, '^(mfofd^* AS before. 
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As tokens of her thankefull mind befeene, 
And leauing ArtegaU to his o\vne care ; / 
Vpon his voyage forth he gan to fare, 
With thofe two gentle youthes, which him did guide, 
And all his way before him flill prepare. 
Ne after him did ^r/(fa// abide, 
But on his firfl aduenture forward forth did ride. 

It was not long, till that the Prince arriued 

Within the land, where dwelt that Ladie fad, 1 60 

Whereof tliat Tjo-ant had her now depriued. 

And into moores and marfhes banifht had. 

Out of the pleafant foyle, and citties glad. 

In which flie wont to harbour happily : 

But now his cruelt>' fo fore fhe drad, 

That to thofe fennes for faftneffe (he did fly. 

And there her felfe did hyde from his hard tyranny. 

There he her found in forrow and difmay, 
All folitarie without liuing wight ; 
For all her other children, through affray, 1 70 

Had hid themfelues, or taken further flight : 
And eke her felfe through fudden ftrange affright, 
When one in armes fhe faw, began to fly ; 
But when her owne two fonnes fhe had in fight, 
She gan take hart, and looke vp ioyfully : 

For well fhe wifl this knight came, fuccour to fupply. 

And running vnto them with greedy ioyes. 

Fell flraight about their neckes, as they did kneele, 
Aud burfting forth in teares ; Ah my fweet boyes, 
(Sayd fhe) yet now I gin new life to feele, 180 
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And feeble fpirits, that gan faint and rede. 
Now rife againe, at this your ioyous fight 
Alrcadie feemes that fortunes headlong wheele 
Begins to tume, and funne to fliine more bright. 
Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble 
knight. 

Then / turning vnto him : And you Sir knight 
(Said (he) that taken haue this toylefome paine 
For wretched woman, miferable wight, 
May you in heauen immortall guerdon gaine 
For fo great trauell, as yo\x doe fuftaine : 190 

For other meede may hope for none of mee, 
To whom nought elfe, but bare life doth remaine, 
And that fo wretched one, as ye do fee 

Is liker lingring death, then loathed life to bee. 

Much was he moued with her piteous plight. 
And low difmounting from his loftie fleede, 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might, 
Seeking to driue away deepe rooted dreede. 
With hope of helpe in that her greateft neede. 
So thence he wiflied her with him to wend, 200 

Vnto fome place, where they mote reft and feede. 
And (he take comfort, which God now did fend : 

Good hart in euils doth the euils much amend. 

Ay me (fayd (he) and whether (hall I goe ? 
Are not all places full of forraine powres ? 
My pallaces poffeffed of my foe. 
My cities fackt, and their (ky-threating towres 

1. 204, * whither' (i6li): L 207, Uhreaining' (l6ll). 



^ant. X.'\ FAERIE QVEENE, 41 

Raced, and made fmooth fields now full of flowres ? 
Onely thefe mariflies, and myrie bogs, 
In which the fearefuU ewftes do build their bowres, 
Yeeld me an hofhy mongft the croking frogs, 211 
And harbour here in fafety from thofe rauenous dogs. 

NathlefTe (faid he) deare Ladie with me goe. 
Some place (hall vs receiue, and harbour yield ; 
If not, we will it force, maugre your foe, 
And purchafe it to vs with fpeare and fhield : / 
And if all fayle, yet farewell open field : 
The earth to all her creatures lodging lends. 
With fuch his chearefuU fpeaches he doth wield 
Her mind fo well, that to his will fhe bends 220 

And bynding vp her locks and weeds, forth with him 
wends. 

They came vnto a Citie farre vp land. 

The which whylome that Ladies owne had bene ; 
But now by force extort out of her hand, 
By her ftrong foe, who had defaced cleene 
Her (lately towres, and buildings funny (heene ; 
Shut vp her hauen, mard her marchants trade. 
Robbed her people, that full rich had beene, 
Aiid in her necke a Caftle huge had made, 

The which did her cdmaund, without needing perfwade. 

The Caftle was the ftrength of all that ftate, 231 

Vntill that ftate by ftrength was pulled downe. 
And that fame citie, fo now ruinate, 
Had bene the keye of all that kingdomes crowne ; 

1. 233, *ncw/o' (Church). 
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Both goodly Caftle, and both goodly Towne, 
Till that th'oflended heauens lift to lowre 
Vpon their bliflfe, and balcfull fortune frowne. 
When thofe gainft ftates and kingdomes do coniure, 
Who then can thinke their hedlong mine to recure. 

But he had brought it now in feruile bond, 240 

And made it beare the yoke of inquif ition, 
Stryuing long time in vaine it to witbftond ; 
Yet glad at laft to make moft bafe fubmifTion, 
And life enioy for any compofidon. 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Impofd on it, with many a hard condition. 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 

To God, to doe vnto his Idole moft vntrew. 

To / him he hath, before this Caftle greene, 

Built a fairc Chappell, and an Altar framed 250 

Of coftly luory, full rich befeene. 

On which that curfed Idole farre proclamed, 

He hath fet vp, and him his God hath named ; 

Offring to him in finfull facrifice 

The flefh of men, to Gods owne likenefTe framed, 

And powring forth their bloud in brutiflie wize, 

That any yron eyes, to fee it would agrize. 

And for more horror and more cruel tie, 
Vnder that curfed Idols altar ftone ; 
An hideous monfter doth in darknefle lie, 260 

Whofe dreadfull (hape was neuer fecne of none 

1. 253, ; for , — accepted. 
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That Hues on earth ; but vnto thofe alone 
The which vnto him facriiiced bee. 
Thofe he deuoures, they fay, both flefli and bone : 
What elfe they haue, is all the Tyrants fee : 
So that no whit of them remayning one may fee. 

There eke he placed a ftrong garrifone, 
And fet a Senefchall of dreaded might, 
That by his powre opprefTed euery one, 
And vanquifhed all ventrous knights in fight; 270 
To whom he wont fhew all the (hame he might, 
After that them in battell he had wonnc. 
To which when now they gan approch in fight, 
The Ladie counfeld him the place to fhonne. 

Whereas fo many knights had fouly bene fordonne. 

Her fearefuU fpeaches nought he did regard, 
But ryding ftreight vnder the Caflle wall, 
Called aloud vnto the watchfuU ward. 
Which there did wayte, willing them forth to call / 
Into the field their Tyrants Senefchall. 280 

To whom when tydings thereof came, he ftreight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withall, 
Eftloones forth pricked proudly in his might, 

And gan with courage fierce addreffe him to the fight. 

They both encounter in the middle plaine, 

And their ftiarpe fpeares doe both together fmite 
Amid their fhields, with fo huge might and maine. 
That feem'd their foules they wold haue ryuen quight 
Out of their breafts, with furious defpight 
Yet could the Senefchals no entrance find 290 

Into the Princes fhield, where it empight ; 
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So pure the mettall was, and well refynd, 
But fhiiiered all about, and fcattered in the wynd. 

Not fo the Princes, but with reftleffe force, 
Into his fliield it readie pafTage found. 
Both through his haberieon, and eke his corfe : 
Which tombling downe vpon the fenfeleffe ground, 
Gaue leaue vnto his ghoft from thraldome bound, 
To wander in the griefly (hades of night 
There did the Prince him leaue in deadly fwound. 
And thence vnto the caftle marched right, 301 

To fee if entrance there as yet obtaine he might 

But as he nigher drew, three knights he fpyde, 
All arm'd to point, iffuing forth a pace. 
Which towards him with all their powre did ryde ; 
And meeting him right in the middle race. 
Did all their fpeares attonce on him enchace. 
As three great Culuerings for battrie bent, 
And leueld all againft one certaine place. 
Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth rent, 310 

That makes the wals to flagger with aflonifhment : 

So / all attonce they on the Prince did thonder ; 
Who from his faddle fwarued nought afyde, 
Ne to their force gaue way, that was great wonder. 
But like a bulwarke, firmely did abyde ; 
Rebutting him, which in the midfl did ryde, 
With fo huge rigour, that his mortall fpeare 
Pad through his fliield, & pierft through either fyde, 

!• 305* ; ^o' » — accepted: 1. 311, : for . — accepted : 1. 315, ; for,— 
accepted. 
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That downe he fell vppon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly drearc. 

Whom when his other fellowes faw, they fled 321 

As faft as feete could carry them away ; 
And after them the Prince as fwiftly fped. 
To be aueng^d of their vnknightly play. 
There whileft they entring, th'one did th'other (lay, 
The hindmofl in the gate he ouerhent, 
And as he prefled in, him there did flay : 
His carkafle tumbling on the threfliold, fent 

His groning foule vnto her place of punifliment. 

The other which was entred, laboured faft 330 

To fperre the gate ; but that fame lumpe of clay, 
Whofe grudging ghoft was thereout fled and paft ; 
Right in the middeft of the threfliold lay, 
That it the Pofterne did from clofing ftay : 
The whiles the Prince hard preafed in betweene, 
And entraunce wonne. Streight th'other fled away. 
And ran into the Hall, where he did weene 

Him felfe to faue : but he there flew him at the 
flcreene. 

Then all the reft which in that Caftle were, 

Seeing that fad enfample them before, 340 

Durft not abide, but fled away for feare. 

And them conuayd out at a Pofterne dore. / 

Long fought the Prince, but when he found no more 

T'oppofe againft his powre, he forth iflued 

Vnto that Lady, where he her had lore, 

L 335, * kad freaced.' 
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And her gan cheare, with what (he there had vewed, 
And what (he had not fecne, within vnto her (hewed. 

Who with right humble thankes him goodly greeting. 
For fo great proweflTe, as he there had proued, 
Much greater then was euer in her weeting, 350 

With great admiraunce inwardly was moued, 
And honourd him, with all that her behoued. 
Thenceforth into that Caftle he her led, 
With her two fonnes, right deare of her beloued, 
Where all that night them felues they cheri(hedy 

And from her balefull minde all care he bani(hed. 
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Prince Arthttre tnurcomts the^eai 

Gerionio in fight : 
Doth /lay the MonJUr^ and reftore 

Belgt vnto her rigfU, 





IT often fals in courfe of common life, 
That right, long time is ouerborne of wrong, 
Through auarice, or powre, or guile, or ftrife, 
That weakens her, and makes her party ftrong : 
But luftice, though her dome (he doe prolong, lo 
Yet at the laft (he will her owne caufe right. 
As by fad Beige feemes, whofe wrongs though long 
She fuffred, yet at length (he did requight, 
And fent redreflfe thereof by this braue Briton Knight. 

Whereof / when newes was to that Tyrant brought, 
How that the Lady Beige now had found 
A Champion, that had with his Champion fought, 
And laid his Senefchall low on the ground. 
And eke him felfe did threaten to confound. 
He gan to burne in rage, and friefe in fcare, 20 

Doubting fad end of principle vnfound : 



L 7, , after * right ' — accepted. 
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Yet fith he heard but one, that did appeare, 
He did him felfe encoufage, and take better cheare. 

Natheleffe him felfe he armed all in haft, 
And forth he far'd with all his many bad, 
Ne ftayed ftep, till that he came at laft 
Vnto the Caftle, which they conquerd had. 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad, 
He fternely marcht before the Caftle gate, 
And with bold vaunts, and ydle threatning bad 30 
Deliuer him his owne, ere yet too late, 

To which they had no right, nor any wrongfuU ftate. 

The Prince ftaid not his aunfwere to deuize, 

But opening ftreight the Sparre, forth to him came, 

Full nobly mounted in right warlike wize ; 

And alked him, if that he were the fame, 

Who all that wrong vnto that wofull Dame 

So long had done, and from her natiue land 

Exiled her, that all the world fpake fhame. 

He boldly aunfwerd him, he there did ftand 40 

That would his doings iuftifie with his owne hand. 

With that, fo furioufly at him he flew. 

As if he would haue ouerrun him ftreight, 
And with his huge great yron axe gan hew 
So hideoufly vppon his armour bright, / 
As he to peeces would haue chopt it quight : 
That the bold Prince was forced foote to giue 
To his firft rage, and yeeld to his defpight ; 

1. 42, , after *that^ — accepted. 
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The whileft at him fo dreadfully he driue, 
That feem'd a marble rocke afunder could haue riue. 

Thereto a great aduauntage eke he has 5 1 

Through his three double hands thrife multiplyde, 
Bef ides the double flrength, which in them was : 
For ftil when fit occaf ion did betyde, 
He could his weapon fliift from fide to fyde, 
From hand to hand, and with fuch nimblefTe fly 
Could wield about, that ere it were efpide, 
The wicked ftroke did wound his enemy, 

Behinde, befide, before, as he it lift apply. 

Which vncouth vfe when as the Prince perceiued, 60 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 
Leaft by fuch flight he were vnwares deceiued ; 
And euer ere he faw the ftroke to land. 
He would it meete, and warily withftand. 
One time, when he his weapon faynd to fliift, 
As he was wont, and chang'd from hand to hand, 
He met him with a counterftroke fo fwift. 

That quite fmit off his arme, as he it vp did lift. 

Therewith, all fraught with fury and difdaine. 

He brayd aloud for very fell defpight ; 70 

And fodainely t'auenge him felfe againe, 

Gan into one aflemble all the might 

Of all his hands, and heaued them on hight, 

Thinking to pay him with that one for all : 

But the fad fteele feizd not, where it was hight, 

Vppon the childe, but fomewhat fliort did fall, 

And lighting on his horfes head, him quite did mall. 

L 50, ' not riue * : 1. 70, ; for ,~accepted, and so I. 8S. 
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Do^^-ne / (Ireight to ground fdl his aftonilht fteed, 
And eke to th'earth his burden with him bare : 
But he him felfe full lightly from him freed. So 

And gan him felfe to fight on foote prepare. 
Whereof when as the Gyant was aware. 
He wox right blyth, as he had got thereby, 
And laught fo loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might haue feene cnraung'd diforderly. 

Like to a rancke of piles, dial pitched are awry. 

Eftfoones againe his axe he raught on hie. 
Ere he were throughly buckled to his geare ; 
And can let driue at him fo dreadfullie, 
That had he chaunced not his fhield to reare, 90 
Ere that huge (broke arriued on him neare, 
He had him furel}" clouen quite in twaine. 
But th'Adamantine fhield, which he did beare, 
So well was tempred, that for all his maine, 

It would no pafTage yeeld vnto his purpofe vaine. 

Yet was the ftroke fo forcibly applide. 

That made him dagger with vncertaine fway, 

As if he would haue tottered to one fide. 

Wherewith full wroth, he fiercely gan afTay, 

That curtTie with like kindneffe to repay ; 100 

And fmote at him with fo importune might, 

That two more of his armes did fall away, 

Like fruitleffe braunches, which the hatchets flight 

Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and cropped quight. 

With that all mad and furious he grew. 
Like a fell maftiffe through enraging heat, 

1- 94) (/''' • • • ffiaine). 
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And curd, and band, and blafphemies forth threw, 
Againft his Gods, and fire to them did threat, / 
And hell vnto him felfe with horrour great 
Thenceforth he car'd no more, which way he (Irooke, 
Nor where it light, but gan to chaufe and fweat, 1 1 1 
And gnafht his teeth, and his head at him fhooke, 
And fternely him beheld with grim and ghaftly looke. 

Nought fear'd the childe his lookes, ne yet his threats. 
But onely wexed now the more aware. 
To faue him felfe from thofe his furious heats. 
And watch aduauntage, how to worke his care : 
The which good Fortune to him offred faire. 
For as he in his rage him ouerftrooke. 
He ere he could his weapon backe repaire, 120 

His fide all bare and naked ouertooke. 

And with his mortal fteel quite throgh the body ftrooke. 

Through all three bodies he him ftrooke attonce ; 
That all the three attonce fell on the plaine : 
Elfe fhould he thrife haue needed, for the nonce 
Them to haue ftricken, and thrife to haue flaine. 
So now all three one fenceleffe lumpe remaine, 
Enwallow'd in his owne blacke bloudy gore, 
And byting th'carth for very deaths difdaine ; 
Who with a cloud of night him couering, bore 130 

Downe to the houfe of dole, his daies there to deplore. 

• 

Which when the Lady from the Caftle faw. 
Where (he with her two fonnes did looking ftand. 
She towards him in haft her felfe did draw. 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 

1. 108, *«f' (1679) : 1. 122, UkroHgh.^ 
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And all the people both of towne and land. 
Which there (lood gazing from the Citties wall 
Vppon thefe warriours, g^reedy fvnderftandy 
To whether (hould the viflory befall, 
Now when they faw it falne, they eke him greeted alL 

But / Beige with her fonnes proftrated low 141 

Before his feete, in all that peoples fight ; (wo, 

Mong^ ioyes mixing fome tears, mongft wele, fome 
Him thus befpake ; O moil redoubted Knight. 
The which haft me, of all moft wretched wight, 
That earft was dead, reftor'd to life againe. 
And thefe weake impes replanted by thy might ; 
What guerdon can I giue thee for Uiy paine. 

But euen that which thou fauedft, thine ftill to remaine ? 

He tooke her vp forby the lilly hand, 150 

And her recomforted the beft he might. 
Saying ; Deare Lady, deedes ought not be fcand 
By th'authors manhood, nor the doers might. 
But by their trueth and by the caufes right : 
That fame is it, which fought for you this day. 
What other meed then need me to requight. 
But that which yeeldeth vertues meed alway ? 

That is the vertue felfe, which her reward doth pay. 

She humbly thankt him for that wondrous grace, 
And further fayd ; Ah Sir, but mote ye pleafe, 160 
Sith ye thus farre haue tendred my poore cafe, 
As from my chiefeft foe me to releafe, 
That your viftorious arme will not yet ceafe. 
Till ye haue rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde race, and ftablifhed my peace. 
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What is there elfe (fayd he) left of their rout ? 
Declare it boldly Dame, and doe not iland in dout 

Then wote you, Sir, that in this Church hereby, 
There (lands an Idole of great note and name, 
The which this Gyant reared firft on hie, 170 

And of his owne vaine fancies thought did frame : / 
To whom for endleffe horrour of his (hame, 
He offred vp for daily facrifize 
My children and my people, burnt in flame ; 
With all the tortures, that he could denize, 

The more t'aggrate his God with fuch his blouddy guizc. 

And vnderneath this IdoU there doth lie 
An hideous monfter, that doth it defend, 
And feedes on all the carkafles, that die 
In facrifize vnto that curfed feend : 1 80 

Whofe vgly fhape none euer faw, nor kend, 
That euer fcap'd : for of a man they fay 
It has the voice, that fpeaches forth doth fend, 
Euen blafphemous words, which (he doth bray 

Out of her poyfnous entrails, fraught with dire decay. 

Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan earnc 
For great defire, that Monfter to aflay, 
And prayd the place of her abode to leame. 
Which being (hew'd, he gan him felfe ftreight way 
Thereto addrefle, and his bright fhield difplay. 190 
So to the Church he came, where it was told, 
The Monfter vnderneath the Altar lay ; 
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There he that Idoll faw of mafly gold 
Moft richly made, but there no Monfter did behold. 

Vpon the Image with his naked blade 

Three times, as in defiance, there he ftrooke ; 
And the third time out of an hidden fhade, 
There forth iffewd, from vnder th'Altars fmooke, 
A dreadfull feend, with fowle deformed looke, 
That ftretcht it felfe, as it had long lyen ftill ; 200 
And her long taile and fethers ftrongly fhooke. 
That all the Temple did with terrour fill ; 

Yet him nought terrifide, that feared nothing ill. 

An / huge great Beaft it was, when it in length 
Was ftretched forth, that nigh fild all the place. 
And feem'd to be of infinite great ftrength ; 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellifh race. 
Borne of the brooding of Echidna bafe, 
Or other like infemall furies kinde : 
For of a Mayd fhe had the outward face, 210 

To hide the horrour, which did lurke behinde, 

The better to beguile, whom fhe fo fond did finde. 

Thereto the body of a dog Ihe had. 

Full of fell rauin and fierce greedineffe ; 

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad, 

To rend and teare, what fo fhe can opprefle ; 

A Dragons taile, whofe fling without redrefTe 

Full deadly wounds, where fo it is empight ; 

And Eagles wings, for fcope and fpeedinefTe, 

That nothing may efcape her reaching might, 220 

Whereto fhe euer lifl to make her hardy flight 
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Much like in foulneflfe and deformity 

Vnto that Monfter, whom the Theban Knight, 

The father of that fatall progeny, 

Made kill her felfe for very hearts defpight, 

That he had red her Riddle, which no wight 

Could euer loofe, but fuffred deadly doole. 

So alfo did this Monfter vfe like flight 

To many a one, which came vnto her fchoole, 

Whom flie did put to death, deceiued like a foole. 230 

She comming forth, when as fhe firft beheld 

The armed Prince, with fhield fo blazing bright. 

Her ready to aflaile, was greatly queld. 

And much difmayd with that difmayfull fight, / 

That backe fhe would have turnd for great aflfright. 

But he gan her with courage fierce affay. 

That forft her tume againc in her defpight, 

To faue her felfe, leaft that he did her flay : 

And fure he had her flaine, had fhe not turnd her way. 

Tho when fhe faw, that fhe was forft to fight, 240 

She flew at him, like to an hellifh feend. 
And on his fhield tooke hold with all her might. 
As if that it fhe would in peeces rend. 
Or reaue out of the hand, that did it hend. 
Strongly he ftroue out of her greedy gripe 
To loofe his fhield, and long while did contend : 
But when he could not quite it, with one ftripe 

Her Lions clawes he from her feete away did wipe. 

With that aloude fhe gan to bray and yell. 

And fowle blafphemous fpeaches forth did caft, 250 
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And bitter curies, horrible to tell ; 
That euen the Temple, wherein (he was plafl, 
Did quake to heare, and nigh afunder brail. 
Tho with her huge long taile (he at him ftrooke. 
That made him ftagger, and (land halfe agad 
With trembling ioynts, as he for terrour (hookc ; 
Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 

As when the Mad of fome well timbred hulke 
Is with the blaft of fome outragious (lorme 
Blowne downe, it (hakes the bottome of the bulke. 
And makes her ribs to cracke, as they were torne, 261 
Whileft flill (he (lands as (loni(ht and forlome ; 
So was he (lound with (Iroke of her huge taile. 
But ere that it (he backe againe had borne, 
He with his fword it (Irooke, that without faile 

He ioynted it, and mard the fwinging of her flatle. 

Then / gan (he cry much louder then afore, 
That all the people there without it heard, 
And Beige felfe was therewith (lonied fore. 
As if the onely found thereof (he feard. 270 

But then the feend her felfe more fiercely reard 
Vppon her wide g^eat wings, and ftrongly flew 
With all her body at his head and beard ; 
That had he not forefeene with heedfull vew. 

And thrown his (hield atween, (he had him done to rew. 

But as (he preft on him with heauy fway, 
Vnder her wombe his fatall fword he thruft, 

1. 251, ; for , — accepted: 1. 263, *y?w«V* : 1. 268 (tJiert without) \ 
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And for her entrailes made an open way, 
To iffue forth ; the which once being bruft, 
Like to a great Mill damb forth fiercely gufht, 280 
And powred out of her infemall f inke 
Mod vgly filth, and poyfon therewith rufht, 
That him nigh choked with the deadly flinke : 
Such loathly matter were fmall lufl to fpeake, or thinke. 

Then downe to ground fell that deformed MafTe, 
Breathing out clouds of fulphure fowle and blacke, 
In which a puddle of contagion was, 
More loathd then Lerna, or then Stygian lake, 
That any man would nigh awhaped make. 
Whom when he faw on ground, he was full glad, 290 
And ffa-eight went forth his gladnefTe to partake 
With Belgey who watcht all this while full fad, 

Wayting what end would be of that fame daunger drad. 

Whom when fhe faw fo ioyoufly come forth. 
She gan reioyce, and fhew triumphant chere, 
Lauding and prayfing his renowmed worth. 
By all the names that honorable were. / 
Then in he brought her, and her fhewed there 
The prefent of his paines, that Monflers fpoyle, 
And eke that Idoll deem'd fo coflly dere ; 300 

Whom he did all to peeces breake and foyle 

In filthy durt, and left fo in the loathely foyle. 

Then all the people, which beheld that day, 
Gan (hout aloud, that vnto heauen it rong ; 
And all the damzels of that towne in ray, 
Came dauncing forth, and ioyous carrols fong : 
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So him they led through all their ftreetes along, 
Crowned with girlonds of immortall baies, 
And all the vulgar did about them throng, 
To fee the man, whofe euerlafting praife 3 1 o 

They all were bound to all pofterities to raife. 

There he with Belga did a while remaine, 
Making great feaft and ioyous merriment, 
Vntill he had her fettled in her raine, 
With fafe afTuraunce and eftablifliment. 
Then to his firfl emprize his mind he lent, 
Full loath to BelgcB^ and to all the reft : 
Of whom yet taking leaue, thenceforth he went 
And to his former iourney him addreft, 

On which long way he rode, ne euer day did reft. 320 

But tume we now to noble Artegall\ 

Who hauing left Mercilla^ ftreight way went 
On his firft queft, the which him forth did call, 
To weet to worke Irenaes franchifement, 
And eke Grantortoes worthy punifhment 
So forth he fared as his manner was. 
With onely Taltis wayting diligent, 
Through many perils, and much way did pas, 

Till nigh vnto the place at length approcht he has. 

There / as he traueld by the way, he met 330 

An aged wight, wayfaring all alone, 
Who through his yeares long fince afide had fet 
The vfe of armes, and battell quite forgone : 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone. 
That it was he which whilome did attend 
On faire Irene in her affliftion. 
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When firft to Faery court he faw her wend, 
Vnto his foueraine Queene her fuite for to commend. 

Whom by his name faluting, thus he gan ; 

Haile good Sir Sergis^ trueft Knight aliue, 340 

Well tride in all thy Ladies troubles than, 

When her that Tyrant did of Crowne depriue ; 

What new ocafion doth thee hither driue, 

Whiles fhe alone is left, and thou here found ? 

Or is (he thrall, or doth (he not furuiue ? 

To whom he thus ; She liueth fure and found ; 

But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome bound. 

For (he prefuming on th'appointed tyde, 
In which ye promift, as ye were a Knight, 
To meete her at the faluage Hands fyde, 350 

And then and there for triall of her right 
With her vnrigteous enemy to fight, 
Did thither come, where (he afrayd of nought, 
fiy g^ilefull treafon and by fubtill (light 
Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought. 

Who her imprifond hath, and her life often fought 

And now he hath to her prefixt a day. 

By which if that no champion doe appeare. 

Which will her caufe in battailous array 

Againft him iuftifie" and proue her cleare / 360 

Of all thofe crimes, that he gainft her doth reare 

She death (hall fure aby. Thofe tidings fad 

Did much aba(h Sir Artegall to heare, 

11. 350-1 within ( ) : 1. 353, (affraid . . . nought) : 1. 362 — both '96 and 
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And grieued fore, that through his fault (he had 
Fallen into that Tyrants hand and vfage bad. 

Then thus repHde ; Now fure and by my life. 
Too much am I too blame for that faire Maide, 
That haue her drawne to all this troublous ftrife, 
Through promife to afford her timely aide, 
Which by default I haue not yet defraide. 370 

But witneffe vnto me, ye heauens, that know 
How cleare I am from blame of this vpbraide : 
For ye into like thraldome me did throw, 

And kept from compliihing the faith, which I did owe. 

But now aread. Sir Sergis^ how long fpace, 
Hath he her lent, a Champion to prouide : 
Ten dales (quoth he) he graunted hath of grace, 
For that he weeneth well, before that tide 
None can haue tidings to alTifl; her fide. 
For all the fliores, which to the fea accofte, 380 

He day and night doth ward both far and wide. 
That none can there arriue without an hofle : 

So her he deemes already but a damned ghofte. 

Now tume againe (Sir Artegall then fayd) 
For if I liue till thofe ten dales haue end, 
Aflure your felfe, Sir Knight, (he fhall haue ayd. 
Though I this deareft life for her doe fpend ,; 
So backeward he attone with him did wend. 
Tho as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend, 390 

1. 367, * to * (2nd) 1679 : L 371, 'Jhtcw '—obvious correction of misprint 
of '96 and 1609 ' J^ft€w, * 
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Flocking together in confufde array. 
As if that there were fome tumultuous affray. 

To / which as they approcht, the caufe to know, 
They faw a Knight in daungerous diftreffe 
Of a rude rout, him chafing to and fro, 
That fought with lawlefTe powre him to opprefle. 
And bring in bondage of their brutifhneffe : 
And farre away, amid their rakehcll bands. 
They fpide a Lady left all fuccourlefle, 
Crying, and holding vp her wretched hands 400 

To him for aide, who long in vaine their rage withftands. 

Yet ftill he ftriues, ne any perill fpares, 
To refkue her from their rude violence. 
And like a Lion wood amongft them fares. 
Dealing his dreadfull blowes with large difpence, 
Gainft which the pallid death findes no defence. 
But all in vaine, their numbers are fo great, 
That naught may boot to banifhe them from thence: 
For foone as he their outrage backe doth beat, 

They turne afrefh, and oft renew their former tlireat 410 

And now they doe fo fharpely him afTay, 
That they his (hield in peeces battred haue. 
And forced him to throw it quite away. 
Fro dangers dread his doubtfuU life to faue; 
Albe that it mod fafety to him gaue, 
And much did magnifie his noble name. 
For from the day that he thus did it leaue, 

395, , after ^nmt '-Huxepted. 
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Amongft all Knights he blotted was witli blame, 
And counted but a recreant Knight, with endles fhame. 

Whom when they thus diftreffed did behold, 420 

They drew vnto his aide ; but that rude rout 
Them alfo gan aflaile with outrage bold, 
And forced them, how euer ftrong and ftout / 
They were, as well approu'd in many a doubt, 
Backe to recule ; vntill that yron man 
With his huge flaile began to lay about ; 
From whofe fterne prefence they diffufed ran. 

Like fcattred chafTe, the which the wind away doth fan. 

So when that Knight from perill cleare was freed, 
He drawing neare, began to greete them faire, 430 
And yeeld great thankes for their fo goodly deed, 
In fauing him from daungerous defpaire 
Of thofe, which fought his life for to empaire. 
Of whom Sir Artegall ^^n then enquire 
The whole occafion of his late misfare. 
And who he was, and what thofe villaines were. 

The which with mortall malice him purfu'd fo nere. 

To whom he thus ; My name is Burbon hight, 
Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 
Vntill late mifchiefe did vppon me light, 440 

That all my former praife hath blemilht fore ; 
And that faire Lady, which in that vprore 
Ye with thofe caytiues faw, Flourdelis hight. 
Is mine owne loue, though me fhe haue forlore. 
Whether withheld from me by wrongfull might. 

Or with her owne good will, I cannot read aright. 

L 426, ; for , — accepted. 
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But fure to me her faith (he firft did plight, 
To be my loue, and take me for her Lord, 
Till that a Tyrant, which Grandtorto hight, 
With golden giftes and many a guilefull word 450 
Entyced her, to him for to accord. 
O who may not with gifts and words be tempted ? 
Sith which (he hath me euer fince abhord, 
And to my foe hath guilefully confented : 

Ay me, that euer guyle in wemen was inuented. 

And / now he hath this troupe of villains fent, 
By open force to fetch her quite away : 
Gainft whom my felfe I long in vaine haue bent, ' 
To refcue her, and daily meanes aflfay. 
Yet refcue her thence by no meanes I may : 460 
For they doe me with multitude oppreflTe, 
And with vnequall might doe ouerlay. 
That oft I driuen am to great diftreiTe, 

And forced to forgoe th'attempt remedile(re. 

But why haue ye (faid Artegal!) forborne 

Your owne good (hield in daungerous difmay ? 

That is the greateft (hame and fouleft fcorne. 

Which vnto any knight behappen may 

To loofe the badge, that (hould his deedes difplay. 

To whom Sir Burbon^ blu(hing halfe for (hame, 470 

That (hall I vnto you (quoth he) bewray ; 

Lcaft ye therefore mote happily me blame, (came. 

And deeme it doen of will, that through inforcement 

True is, that I at firft was dubbed knight 

By a good knight, the knight of the Redcrojfe \ 

1. 452 ifkithin ( }. 
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Who when he gaue me armes, in field to fight, 
Gaue me a (hield, in which he did endofie 
His deare Redeemers badge vpon the bofie : 
The fame longwhile I bore, and therewithal! 
Fought many battels without wound or loffe ; 480 
Therewith Grandtorto felfe I did appall, 
And made him oftentimes in field before me fall. 

But for that many did that (hield enuie, 
And cruell enemies increafed more ; 
To (lint all ftrife and troublous enmitie, 
That bloudie fcutchin being battered fore, / 
I layd afide, and haue of late forbore, 
Hoping thereby to haue my loue obtayned : 
Yet can I not my loue haue nathemore ; 
For fhe by force is ftill fro me detayned, 490 

And with comiptfuU brybes is to vntruth mif-trayned. 

To whom thus ArUgall\ Certes Sir knight, 
Hard is the cafe, the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not fo hard (for nought fo hard may light, 
That it to fuch a ftreight mote you conftraine) 
As to abandon, that which doth containe 
Your honours ftile, that is your warlike fhield. 
All perill ought be leffe, and leffe all paine 
Then loffe of fame in difauentrous field ; 

Dye rather, then doe ought, that mote difhonour yield. 

Not fo ; (quoth he) for yet when time doth feme, 501 
My former fhield I may refume againe : 
To temporize is not from truth to fwerue, 
Ne for aduantage terme to entertaine, 

L 491, Uorrupttd^ \ L 499, ^ tUfadtutUrous^ 
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When as necefTitie doth it conftrainc. 
Fie on fuch forgerie (faid Artegall) 
Vnder one hood to (hadow faces twaine. 
Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all : 
Of all things to diflemble fouly may befall. 

Yet let me you of courtefie requeft, 5 10 

(Said Burban) to affift me now at need 
Againft thefe pefants, which haue me oppreft, 
And forced me to fo infamous deed, 
That yet my loue may from their hands be freed. 
Sir Artegall^ albe he earft did wyte 
His wauering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 
And buckling him eftfoones vnto the fight, 

Did fet vpon thofe troupes with all his powre and might 

Who / flocking round about them, as a fwarme 

Of flyes vpon a birchen bough doth duller, 520 

Did them aflault with terrible allarme, 
And ouer all the fields themfelues did mufter, 
With bils and glayues making a dreadfull lufter ; 
That forfl at firll thofe knights backe to retyre : 
As when the wrathfull Boreas doth blufter. 
Nought may abide the tempeft of his yre, 

Both man and beafl doe fly, and fuccour doe inquyre. 

But when as ouerblowen was that brunt, 

Thofe knights began a frefh them to affayle, 

And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt ; 530 

But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 

Gainft which no flight nor refcue mote auayle. 

Made cruell hauocke of the bafer crew. 

And chaced them both ouer hill and dale : 

VIIL 5 
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The raflcall manie foone they ouerthrew, 
But the two knights thsfelues their captains did fubdew. 

At laft they came whereas that Ladie bode, 
Whom now her keepers had forfaken quight, 
To faue themfelues, and fcatterod were abrode : 
Her halfe difmayd they found in doubtful! plight, 
As neither glad nor forie for their fight ; 541 

Yet wondrous faire (he was, and richly clad 
In roiall robes, and many lewels dight, 
Rut that thofe villens through their vfage bad 

Them fouly rent, and fliamefully defaced had. 

But Burbon ftreight difmounting from his deed, 
Vnto her ran with greedie great defyre. 
And catching her faft by her ragged weed. 
Would haue embraced her with hart entyre. / 
But fhe backftarting with difdainefull yre, 550 

Bad him auaunt, ne would vnto his lore 
Allured be, for prayer nor for meed. 
Whom when tliofe knights fo froward and forlore 

Beheld, they her rebuked and vpbrayded fore. 

Sayd Artcgall \ what foule difgrace is this. 
To fo faire Ladie, as ye feeme in fight. 
To blot your beautie, that vnblemiflit is, 
With fo foule blame, as breach of faith once plight. 
Or change of loue for any worlds delight ? 
Is ought on earth fo pretious or deare, 560 

As prayfe and honour } Or is ought fo bright 

I. 552, *m€ed* — another of Spenser's neglects — ^the rhyme- word requires 
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And beautifull, as glories beames appeare, (cleare ? 
Whofe goodly light then Plubus lampe doth fliine more 

Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted bee 
Vnto a ftrangers loue, fo lightly placed, 
For g^iftes of gold, or any worldly glee. 
To leaue the loue, that ye before embraced, 
And let your fame with falfliood be defaced. 
Fie on the pelfe, for which good name is fold. 
And honour with indignitie debafed : 5 70 

Dearer is loue then life, and fame then gold ; 

But dearer the them both, your faith once plighted hold. 

Much was the Ladie in her gentle mind 
Abaflit at his rebuke, that bit her neare, 
Ne ought to anfwere thereunto did find ; 
But hanging downe her head with heauie cheare. 
Stood long amaz'd, as (he amated weare. 
Which Burbon feeing, her againe aflayd. 
And clafping twixt his armes, her vp did reare 
Vpon his fteede, whiles (he no whit gainefayd ; 580 

So bore her quite away, nor well nor ill apayd. 

Nathleffe / the yron man did ftill purfew 
That raflcall many with vnpittied fpoyle ; 
Ne ceaffed not, till all their fcattred crew 
Into the fea he droue quite from that foyle, 
The which they troubled had with great turmoyle. 
But Artegall feeing his cruell deed, 
Commaunded him from flaughter to recoyle, 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed : 

For that the terme approching faft, required fpeed. 590 

1. 580, ; for ,— accepted ; and so 1. 583. 
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Cant. XII. 
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Artegall doth Sir Burban aide^ 
And blames for changing JkUld: 

lie with the great Grantorto fights^ 
AndJUueth him infield. 






O Sacred hunger of ambitious mindes, 
And impotent defire of men to raine, * 
Whom neither dread of God, that deuils bindcs, 
Nor lawes of men, that common weales containe, 
Nor bands of nature, that wilde beafles reftraine, 
Can keepe from outrage, and from doing wrong. 
Where they may hope a kingdome to obtaine. 
No faith fo firme, no truft can be fo ftrong, 
No loue fo lading then, that may cnduren long. 



V 



Witneffe may Bnrbon be, whom all the bands, 
Which may a Knight affure, had furely bound,' 
Vntill the loue of Lordfliip and of lands 
Made him become mofl faithleiTe and vnfound : / 
And witneffe be Geriotieo found. 
Who for like caufe faire Bilge did oppreffe, 
And right and wrong moft cruelly confound : 
And fo be now Grantorto^ who no leffe 

Then all the reft burft out to all outragioufneffe. 

1. 7. ' raigne ' : L 14, • enduren * for * endure '—accepted. 
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Gainft whom Sir Artegall, long hauing f ince 
Taken in hand th'exploit, being theretoo 
Appointed by that mightie Faerie Prince, 
Great Gloriatie^ that Tyrant to fordoo, 
Through other great aduentures hethcrtoo J 
Had it forflackt But now time drawing ny, 
To him aflynd, her high beheaft to doo, 30 

To the fea ftiore he gan his way apply, 

To weete if (hipping readie he mote there defcry. 

Tho when they came to the fea coaft, they found 
A (hip all readie (as good fortune fell) 
To put to fea, with whom they did compound, W 
To pafle them ouer, where them lift to tell : 
The winde and weather ferued them fo well, 
That in one day they with the coaft did fall ; 
Whereas they readie found them to repcll, 
Great hoftes of men in order martiall, 40 

Which them forbad to land, and footing did forftall. 

But nathemore would they from land refraine, 
But when as nigh vnto the ftiore they drew, 
That foot of man might found the bottome plainc, !7 
Talus into the fea did forth iflew, 
Though darts from ftiore & ftones they at him threw ; 
And wading through the waues with ftedfaft fway, 
Maugre the might of all thofe troupes in vew, 
Did win the ftiore, whence he them chaft away, 

And made to fly, like doues, whom the Eagle doth affray. 

The/ whyles Sir Artegall^ with that old knight 5 i 

Did forth dcfcend, there being none them neare, (^ 
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And forward marched to a towne in fight. 
By this came tydings to the Tyrants eare, 
By thofe, which earft did fly away for feare 
Of their arriual : wherewith troubled fore, 
He all his forces ftreight to him did reare, 
And forth ifluing with his fcouts afore, 
Meant them to haue incountred, ere they left the (here. 

But ere he marched farre, he with them met, 60 

And fiercely charged them with all his force ; 
But Ta/us ftemely did vpon them fet, 
And brulht, and battred them without remorfe. 
That on the ground he left full many a corfe ; -^ 
Ne any able was him to withftand, j 

But he them ouerthrew both man and horfe. 
That they lay fcattred ouer all the land. 

As thicke as doth the feede after the fowers hand ; 

Till Artegall him feeing fo to rage, 

Willd him to flay, and f igne of truce did make : 70 
To which all harkning, did a while aiTwage 
Their forces furie, and their terror flake ; 
Till he an Herauld cald, and to him fpake, 
Willing him wend vnto the Tyrant fl:reight, 
And tell him that not for fuch flaughters fake 
He thether came, but for to trie the right 

.Of fayre Irenaes caufe with him in f ingle fight. 

And willed him for to reclayme with fpeed 
His fcattred people, ere they all were flaine^ 

I. 68, ; for . — accepted. 
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And time and place conuenient to areed, 80 

In which they two the combat might darraine. / 
Which meffage when Grantorto heard, full fayne ^ 
And glad he was the flaughter fo to flay, / 

And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gaue him longer day ; 
So founded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 

That night Sir Artegall did caufe his tent 

There to be pitched on the open plaine ; ) k7 

For he had giuen ftreight commaundement, 

That none (hould dare him once to entertaine : 90 

Which none durft breake, though many would right 

For fayre Irena^ whom they loued deare. (faine 

But yet old Sergis did fo well him paine. 

That from clofe friends, that dar*d not to appeare. 

He all things did puruay, which for them needful! weare. 

The morrow next, that was the difmall day, 
Appointed for Irenas death before. 
So foone as it did to the world difplay \ j 

His chearefull face, and light to men reftore. 
The heauy Mayd, to whom none tydings bore 1 00 
Of Artegals arryuall, her to free, 
Lookt vp with eyes full fad and hart full fore ; 
Weening her lifes laft howre then neare to bee, 

Sith no redemption nigh (he did nor heare nor fee. 

Then vp (he rofe, and on her felfe did dight \ \y^ 

Moft fqualid garments, fit for fuch a day, 
And with dull countenance, and with doleful fpright, 
She forth was brought in forrowfull difmay, 

L 85, ; for . — accepted. 
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For to receiue the doome of her decay. 
But comming to the place, and finding there 1 1 o 
Sir Artegall, in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare, 
And new life to her lent, in midft of deadly feare. 

Like / as a tender Rofe in open plaine, 

That with vntimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, foone as few drops of raine 
Thereon diftill, and deaw her daintie face, • 

Gins to looke vp, and with frefti wonted grace ^ 
Difpreds the glorie of her leaues gay ; 
Such was Irenas countenance, fuch her cafe, 1 20 
When Artegall fhe faw in that array. 

There wayting for the Tyrant, till it was farre day. 

Who came at length, with proud prefumpteous gate. 
Into the field, as if he feareleffe were, ly 

All armed in a cote of yron plate, y\ 

Of great defence to ward the deadly feare. 
And on his head a (leele cap he did wearc 
Of colour ruftie browne, but fure and ftrong ; 
And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare, 
Whofe fteale was yron ftudded, but not long, 130 

With which he wont to fight, to iuflifie his wrong. 

Of ftature huge and hideous he was, V 

Like to a Giant for his monftrous hight, ^ 
And did in ftrength mod forts of men furpas, 
Ne neuer any found his match in might ; 

1- >3o, ^fiedc: 
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Thereto he had great (kill in fingle fight : 
His face was vgly, and his countenance fterne, 
That could haue frayd one with the very fight, 
And gaped like a gulfe, when he did geme, 
That whether man or monfter one could fcarfe 'difceme. 

Soone as he did within the liiles appeare, 141 

With dreadfull looke he ArUgall beheld, 
As if he would haue daunted him with feare, / ^ 
And grinning griefly, did againfl him weld / ^ 
His deadly weapon, which in hand he held. 
But th'Elfin fwayne, that oft had feene like fight, 
Was with his ghaftly count'nance nothing queld, 
But gan him ftreight to buckle to the fight. 

And cail his (hield about, to be in readie plight 

The trompets found, and they together goe, 1 50 

With dreadfull terror, and with fell intent ; ^ 

And their huge ftrokes full daungeroufly beftow, / , 
To doe moft dammage, where as moft they ment 
But with fuch force and furie violent, 
The tyrant thundred his thicke blowes fo faft, 
That through the yron walles their way they rent, 
And euen to the vital 1 parts they pad, 

Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft or brad. 

Which cruell outrage when as Artegall I 

Did 'well auize, thenceforth with warie heed 160 

He (hund his ftrokes, where euer they did fall. 
And way did giue vnto their graceleffe fpeed : 

L 154. 'Are: 
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As when a fkilfull Marriner doth reed 
A ftorme approching, that doth perill threat, 
He will not bide the daunger of fuch dread, 
But ftrikes his fayles, and vereth his mainfheat, 
And lends vnto it leaue the emptie ayre to beat. 

So did the Faerie knight himfelfe abeare. 

And ftouped oft his head from fliame to fhield ; 
No ftiame to ftoupe, ones head more high to reare, 
And much to gaine, a litle for to yield ; 1 7 r 

So ftouteft knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But ftill the tyrant ftemely at him layd, [X 

And did his yron axe fo nimbly wield, ' 

That many wounds into his flefh it made, 

And with his burdenous blowes him fore did ouerlade. 

Yet / when as fit aduantage he did fpy, 

The whiles the curfed felon high did reare ^y^ 

His cruell hand, to fmite him mortally, 

Vnder his ftroke he to him ftepping neare, 1 80 

Right in the flanke him ftrooke with deadly drcare. 

That the gore bloud thence gufliing grieuoufly. 

Did vnderneath him like a pond appeare. 

And all his armour did with purple dye ; 

Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 

Yet the huge ftroke, which he before intended, K- \ 
Kept on his courfe, as he did it direfl. 
And with fuch monftrous poife adowne defcended, 
That feemed nought could him from death proteft : 

1, 169, *Jhamc'' — Mr. J. P. Collier suggests ^ hamie' 
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But he it well did ward with wife refpeft, 190 

And twixt him and the blow his (hield did caft, 
Which thereon feizing, tooke no great effefl ; 
But byting deepe therein did fticke fo faft, 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth could wraft. 

• 

Lx)ngwhile he tug'd and ftroue, to get it out, 

And all his powre applyed thereunto, ^ 

That he therewith the knight drew all about \^ 
Nathlefle, for all that euer he could doe, 
His axe he could not from his (hield vndoe. 
Which Artegall perceiuing, ftrooke no more, 200 
But loof ing foone his (hield, did it forgoe. 
And whiles he combred was therewith fo fore. 

He gan at him let driue more fiercely then afore. 

So well he him purfew*d, that at the laft, 

He ftroke him with Chryfaor on the hed, ^i»^ 

That with the foufe thereof full fore aghaft, 

He ftaggered to and fro in doubtfull (led./ 

Againe whiles he him faw fo ill befted. 

He did him fmite with all his might and maine, 

That falling on his mother earth he fed : 210 

Whom when he faw proftrated on the plaine, 

He lightly reft his head, to eafe him of his paine. 

Which when the people round about him faw, ^ / 

They (houted all for ioy of his fucceffe. 
Glad to be quit from that proud Tyrants awe, 
Which with ftrog powre did the long time opprcfle ; 

1. 192, J for , — accepted. 



;:' ////; r. J^'^^OKK OF Till-: '^Cduf.Xll. 

And running all with greedie ioyfulneffe 
To faire Irena^ at her feet did fall, 
And her adored with due humblenefle, 
As their true Liege and Princeffe naturall; 220 

And eke her champions glorie founded ouer all. 

Who ftreight her leading with meete maieftie 
Vnto the pallace, where their kings did rayne, 
Did her therein eilablifh peaceablie, 
And to her kingdomes feat reftore agayne ; ^ 
And all fuch perfons, as did late maintayne ^ ^ 
That Tyrants part, with clofe or open ayde, ^ 
He forely puniflied with heauie payne ; 
That in fhort fpace, whiles there with her he ftayd, 

Not one was left, that durft her once haue difobayd. 230 

During which time, that he did there remaine, 
His ftudie was true luflice how to deale, ( 

And day and night employed his bufie paine fs^ 
How to reforme that rs^ged common-weale : 
And that fame yron man which could reueale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realme he fent, 
To fearch out thofe, that vfd to rob and fteale, 
Or did rebell gainft lawfuU gouernment ; 

On whom he did inflift moft grieuous punifliment. 

But / ere he could reforme it thoroughly, 240 

He through occafion called was away, y 

To Faerie Court, that of neceffity V 

His courfe of luftice he was ford to (lay. 
And Talus to reuoke from the right way, 
In which he was that Realme for to redrefTc. 
But enuies cloud ftill dimmeth vertues ray. 



\ 
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So hauing freed Iretia from diftreffe, 
He tooke his leaue of her, there left in heauineffe. 

The as he backe returned from that land, 

And there arriu'd againe, whence forth he fet, 250 

He had not pafled farre vpon the ftrand, 

When as two old ill fauour'd Hags he met, 

By the way fide being together fet, 

Two griefly creatures ; and, to that their faces 

Moil foule and filthie were, their garments yet 

Being all rag'd and tatter'd, their difgraces 

Did much the more augment, and made moft vgly cafes. 

The one of them, that elder did appeare, 

With her dull eyes did feeme to looke afkew, 

That her mif-fliape much helpt ; and her foule heare 

Hung loofe and loathfomely ; Thereto her hew 261 

Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew. 

And all her bones, might through her cheekes be red ; 

Her lips were like raw lether, pale and blew, 

And as (lie fpake, therewith (he flauered ; 

Yet fpake (he feldom, but thought more, the leffe flie fed. 

Her hands were foule and durtie, neuer waflit 
In all her life, with long nayles ouer raught. 
Like puttocks clawes : with th'one of which (he fcracht 
Her curfed head, although it itched naught ; / 270 
The other held a fnake with venime fraught, 
On which (he fed, and gnawed hungrily. 
As if that long (he had not eaten ought ; 

1. 263, , after ^ bmes' — accepted : L 271, ^hungerly,^ 
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That round about her iawes one might defcry 
The bloudie gore and poyfon dropping lothfomely. 

Her name was Enuicy knowen well thereby ; 
Whofe nature is to grieue, and grudge at all, 
That euer fhe fees doen prayf-worthily : 
Whofe fight to her is greateft croffe, may fall, 
And vexeth fo, that makes her eat her gall. 280 

For when flie wanteth other thing to eat, 
She feedes on her owne maw vnnaturall, 
And of her owne foule entrayles makes her meat ; 

Meat fit for fuch a monfters monfterous dyeat. 

And if (he hapt of any good to heare. 

That had to any happily betid, 

Then would fhe inly fret, and grieue, and teare 

Her flefh for felneffe, which fhe inward hid : 

But if (he heard of ill, that any did, 

Or harme, that any had, then would fhe make 290 

Great cheare, like one vnto a banquet bid ; 

And in anothers lo(re great pleafure take. 
As (he had got thereby, and gayned a great (lake. 

The other nothing better was, then fhee ; 
Agreeing in bad will and cancred kynd. 
But in bad maner they did difagree : 
For what fo Enuie good or bad did fynd. 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mynd ; 
But this, what euer euill (he conceiued, 
Did fpred abroad, and throw in th'open wynd. 300 
Yet this in all her words might be perceiued, (reaued. 

That all (he fought, was mens good name to haue be- 

i. 278, : for , — ^accepted. 
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For / what foeuer good by any fayd, 

Or doen flie heard, fhe would ftreightwayes inuent, 

How to dcpraue, or flaunderoufly vpbrayd, 

Or to mifconftrue of a mans intent, 

And turne to ill the thing, that well was ment. 

Therefore fhe vfed often to refort, 

To common haunts, and companies frequent, 

To hearke what any one did good report, 310 

To blot the fame with blame, or wreft in wicked 
fort 

And if that any ill flie heard of any, 

She would it eeke, and make much worfe by telling. 
And take great ioy to publifh it to many. 
That euery matter worfe was for her melling. 
Her name was hight Detra^ion^ and her dwelling 
Was neare to Enuicy cuen her neighbour next ; 
A wicked hag, and Eyiuy felfe excelling 
In mifchiefe : for her felfe fhe onely vext ; 

But this fame both her felfe, and others eke perplext. 

Her face was vgly, and her mouth diftort, 321 

Foming with poyfon round about her gils, 
In which her curfed tongue full fliarpe and Ihort 
Appeared like Afpis fling, that clofely kils, 
Or cruelly does wound, whom fo fhe wils : 
A diflaffe in her other hand fhe had, 
Vpon the which fhe litle fpinnes, but fpils, 
And faynes to weaue falfe tales and leafings bad, 

To throw amongft the good, which others had difprad. 

1- 323. (/«^^ • • • Jhort). 
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Thefe two now had themfelues combynd in one, 330 
And linckt together gainft Sir Artegall^ 
For whom they wayted as his mortall fone, 
How they might make him into mifchiefe fall, / 
For freeing from their fnares Irena thrall : 
Befides vnto themfelues they gotten had 
A monfter, which the Blatant beajl men call, 
A dreadfull feend of gods and men ydrad, 

Whom they by flights allur'd, and to their purpofe lad. 

Such were thefe Hags, and so vnhandfome dreft : 
Who when they nigh approching, had efpyde 340 
Sir ArtegaU retum'd from his late queft, 
They both arofc, and at him loudly cryde, 
As it had bene two fhepheards curres, had fcryde 
A rauenous Wolfe amongft the fcattered flockes. 
And Enuie firft, as (he that iirfl him eyde, 
Towardes him runs, and with rude flaring lockes 

About her eares, does beat her brefl:, & forhead knockes. 

Then from her mouth the gobbet flie does take, 
The which whyleare flie was fo greedily 
Deuouring, euen that halfe-gnawen fnake, 350 

And at him throwes it moft defpightfully. 
The curfed Serpent, though flie hungrily 
Earft chawd thereon, yet was not all fo dead. 
But that fome life remayned fecretly, 
And as he pad afore withouten dread, 

Bit him behind, that long the marke was to be read. 

Then th'other comming neare, gan him reuile, 
And fouly rayle, with all flie could inuent ; 

1. 134, : for , substituted. 
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Saying, that he had with vnmanly guile, 
And foule abufion both his honour blent, 360 

And that bright fword, the fword of luftice lent, 
Had ftayned with reprochfuU crueltie. 
In guiltlefle blood of many an innocent: 
As for Grandtorto^ him with treacherie 
And traynes hauing furpriz'd, he fouly did to die. 

Thereto / the Blatant bead by them fet on 
At him began aloud to barke and bay. 
With bitter rage and fell contention. 
That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way, 
Began to quake and tremble with difmay; 370 

And all the aire rebellowed againe. 
So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray, 
* And euermore thofe hags them felues did paine, 
To fharpen him, and their owne curfed tongs did flraine. 

And ftill among mod bitter wordes they fpake, 
Moft fliamefull, moft vnrighteous, mod vntrew, 
That they the mildeft man aliue would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew 
To her, that fo falfe fclaunders at him threw. 
And more to make the pierce & wound more deepe, 
She with the fting, which in her vile tongue grew. 
Did fharpen them, and in frefli poyfon fteepe: 382 

Yet he paft on, and feem'd of them to take no keepe. 

But Tabis hearing her fo lewdly raile, 

And fpeake fo ill of him, that well deferued, 

I* 361 y, placed after first * fword* and removed after the second : also 
, after */<?«/* — accepted: L 379, ^flounders J* 
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Would her haue chaftiz'd with his yron flaile, 
If her Sir Artegall had not preferued, 
And him forbidden, who his head obferued. 
So much the more at him dill did fhe fcold, 
And ftones did caft, yet he for nought would fwerue 
From his right courfe, but ftill the way did hold 391 
To Faery Court, where what him fell (hall elfe be told. / 
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OF COVRTESIE. 

^He waies, through which my wearie Heps I guyde, 

In this delightful! land of Faery, 

Are fo exceeding fpacioiis and wyde, lO 

And fprincklcd with fuch fiveet variety, 
Of all that pleafant is to eare or eye, 
That I nigh rauifht with rare thoughts delight, 
My tedious Irauell doe forget thereby ; 
I And when I gin to feele decay of might, 
vlt ftrength to me fupplies, & chears my dulled fpright. 

Such fecret comfort, and fuch heauenly pleafures, 
Ye facrcd imps, that on Parnajfo dwell, 
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And there the keeping haue of learnings threafures, 
Which doe all worldly riches farre excell, 20 

Into the mindes of mortall men doe well, 
And goodly fury into them infufe ; 
Guyde ye my footing, and conduft me well 
In thefe ftrange waies, where neuer foote did vfe, 
Ne none can find, but who was taught them by the Mufe;/ 

Reuele to me the facred nourfery 

Of vertue, which with you doth there remaine, 

Where it in filuer bowre does hidden ly 

From view of men, and wicked worlds difdaine. 

Since it at firft was by the Gods with paine 30 

Planted in earth, being deriu'd at furft 

From heauenly feedes of bounty foueraine, 

And by them long with carefuU labour nurft, 

Till it to ripeneffe grew, and forth to honour burft. 

Amongft them all growes not a fayrer flowre, 
Then is the bloofme of comely courtef ie, 
Which though it on a lowly ftalke doe bowre, 
Yet brancheth forth in braue nobilitie, 
And fpreds it felfe through all ciuilitie : 
Of which though prefent age doe plenteous feeme, 40 
Yet being matcht with plaine Antiquitie, 
Ye will them all but fayned fliowes efteeme, 

Which carry colours faire, that feeble eies mifdeeme. 

But in the triall of true curtef ie. 

Its now fo farre from that, which then it was, 

1. 25, ; for .—accepted : 1. 30, * 5i///.' 
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That it indeed is nought but forgerie, 
Fafhion'd to pleafe the eies of them, that pas, 
Which fee not perfeft things but in a glas : 
Yet is that glafle fo gay, that it can blynd 
The wifeft fight, to thinke gold that is bras. 50 

But vertues feat is deepe within the mynd. 
And not in outward fliows, but inward thoughts defynd. 

But where (hall I in all Antiquity 

So faire a patterne finde, where may be feene 

The goodly praife of Princely curtefie, 

As in your felfe, O foueraine Lady Queene, 

In / whofe pure minde, as in a mirrour fheene 

It fhowes, and with her brightneffe doth inflame 

The eyes of all, which thereon fixed beene ; 

But meriteth indeede an higher name : 60 

Yet fo from low to high vplifted is your fame. 

Then pardon me, mod dreaded Soueraine, 
That from your felfe I doe this vertue bring, 
And to your felfe doe it retume againe : 
So from the Ocean all riuers fpring 
And tribute backe repay as to their King. 
Right fo from you all goodly vertues well 
Into the reft, which round about you ring, 
Faire Lords and Ladies, which about you dwell. 

And doe adome your Court, where courtefies excell. 70 

1. 61, ^/ame* — Collier *s correction of the obvious mistake of ^name* 
repeated from 1. 60. 
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CcUidore faues from Mal^ort^ 

A Damzell v/ed vyUU : 
Doth vanquijk Crudor, oftd doth make 

Briana wexe more mylde. 



lO 



OF Court it feemes, men Courtefie doe call, 
For that it there moft vfeth to abound ; 
And well befeemeth that in Princes hall 
That vertue fhould be plentifully found, 
Which of all goodly manners is the ground, 
And roote of ciuill conuerfation. 
Right fo in Faery court it did redound. 
Where curteous Knights and Ladies moft did won 
Of all on earth, and made a matchleffe paragon. 



But mongft them all was none more courteous Knight, 
Then CalidorCy beloued ouer all, 
In whom it feemes, that gentlenefle of fpright 
And manners mylde were planted naturall ; 
To which he adding comely guize withall, 
And gracious fpeach, did fteale mens hearts away. 20 
Nathleffe thereto he was full ftout and tall, 
And well approu'd in batteilous affray, 

That him did much renowme, and far his fame difplay. 
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Ne was there Knight, ne was there Lady found 
In Faery court, but him did deare embrace, 
For his faire vfage and conditions found. 
The which in all mens liking gayned place, 
And / with the greateft purchaft greateft grace : 
Which he could wifely vfe, and well apply. 
To pleafe the beft, and th'euill to embafe. 30 

For he loathd leafing, and bafe flattery. 

And loued fimple truth and ftedfaft honefty. 

And now he was in trauell on his way, 
Vppon an hard aduenture fore beftad, 
Whenas by chaunce he met vppon a day 
With Artegall, returning yet halfe fad 
From his late conqueft, which he gotten had. 
Who whenas each of other had a fight, 
They knew them felues, and both their perfons rad : 
When Calidore thus firft ; Haile nobleft Knight 40 

Of all this day on ground, that brethen liuing fpright 

Now tell, if pleafe you, of the good fuccefle, 
Which ye haue had in your late enterprize. 
To whom Sir A rteg-a// gB,n to exprefle 
His whole exploite, and valorous emprize, 
In order as it did to him arize. 
Now happy man (fayd then Sir Calidore) 
Which haue fo goodly, as ye can deuize, 
Atchieu'd fo hard a queft, as few before ; 

That (hall you moft renowmed make for euermore. 50 

But where ye ended haue, now I begin 

To tread an endlefle trace, withouten guyde, 
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Or good diredlion, how to enter in, 
Or how to iffue forth in waies vntryde, 
In perils ftrange, in labours long and wide ; 
In which althoi^h good Fortune me befall, 
Yet jfhall it not by none be teftifyde. 
What is that queft (quoth then Sir ArtegaU) 
That you into fuch perils prefently doth call ? / 

The Blattant Bead (quoth he) I doe purfew, 60 

And through the world inoeffantly doe chafe, 
Till I him ouertake, or elfe fubdew : 
Yet know I not or how, or in what place 
To find him out, yet ftill I forward trace. 
What is that Blattant Bead ? (then he replide) 
It is a Monfter bred of helliflie race, 
(Then anfwerd he) which often hath annoyd 

Good Knights and Ladies true, and many elfe deftroyd. 

Of Cerberus whilome he was begot, 

And fell Chimcera in her darkefome den, 70 

Through fowle commixture of his filthy blot ; 

Where he was foftred long in Stygian fen. 

Till he to perfefl ripeneffe grew, and then 

Into this wicked world he forth was fent. 

To be the plague and fcoui^e of wretched men : 

Whom with vile tongue and venemous intent 

He fore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly torment 

Then f ince the faluage Ifland I did leaue 
Sayd ArtegaU^ I fuch a Bead did fee, 
The which did feeme a thoufand tongues to haue, 80 
That all in fpight and malice did agree, 

!• 55> ; fo' ,— accepted : 1. 75, * wicked' (1611) : 1. 94, : for , . 
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With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee, 
As if that he att once would me deuoure. 
But I that knew my felfe from perill free, 
Did nought regard his malice nor his powre, 
But he the more his wicked poyfon forth did poure. 

That furely is that Bead (faide Calidore) 
Which I purfue, of whom I am right glad 
To heare thefe tidings, which of none afore 
Through all my weary trauell I haue had : 90 

Yet / now fome hope your words vnto me add. 
Now God you fpeed (quoth then Sir Artegall) 
And keepe your body from the daunger drad : 
For ye haue much adoe to deale withall : 

So both tooke goodly leaue, and parted feuerall. 

Sir Calidore thence trauelled not long, 

When as by chaunce a comely Squire he found, 

That thorough fome more mighty enemies wrong, 

Both hand and foote vnto a tree was bound : 

Who feeing him from farre, with piteous found 1 00 

Of his fhrill cries him called to his aide. 

To whom approching, in that painefuU (lound 

When he him faw, for no demaunds he ftaide, 

But firfl him lofde, and afterwards thus to him faide. 

Vnhappy Squire, what hard mifliap thee brought 
Into this bay of perill and difgrace ? 
What cruell hand thy wretched thraldom e wrought. 
And thee captyued in this fhamefull place ? 
To whom he anfwerd thus ; My haplefle cafe 
Is not occaf iond through my mifdefert, no 

But through miffortune, which did me abafe 
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Vnto this fliame, and my young hope fubuert, 
Ere that I in her guileful! traines was well expert 

Not farre from hence, vppon yond rocky hill, 
Hard by a ftreight there (lands a caftle flrong, 
Which doth obferue a cuftome lewd and ill, 
And it hath long mayntaind with mighty wrong : 
For may no Knight nor Lady pafle along 
That way, (and yet they needs muft paflc that way), 
By reafon of the ftreight, and rocks among, 120 
But they that Ladies lockes doe fhaue away. 

And that knights berd for toll, which they for paffage 
pay./ 

A fhamefull vfe as euer I did heare, 

Sayd Calidore^ and to be ouerthrowne. 

But by what meanes did they at firft it reare, 

And for what caufe, tell if thou haue it knovvne. 

Sayd then that Squire : The Lady which doth owne 

This Caftle, is by name Briana hight ; 

Then which a prouder Lady liueth none : 

She longtime hath deare lou'd a doughty Knight, t 30 
And fought to win his loue by all the meanes ftie might. 

His name is Cruder^ who through high difdaine 
And proud defpight of his felfe pleafing mynd, 
Refufed hath to yeeld her loue againe, 
Vntill a Mantle flie for him doe fynd. 
With beards of Knights and locks of Ladies lynd. 
Which to prouide, fhe hath this Caftle dight, 
And therein hath a Senefchall aflynd, 

1. 128, ; substituted for (.). 
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Cald Maleffort^ a man of mickle might, 
Who executes her wicked will, with worfe defpight. 140 

He this fame day, as I that way did come 

With a faire Damzell, my beloued deare, 

In execution of her lawleffe doome, 

Did fet vppon vs flying both for feare : 

For little bootes againll him hand to reare. 

Me firft he tooke, vnhable to withftond ; 

And whiles he her purfued euery where, 

Till his retume vnto this tree he bond : 
Ne wote I furely, whether her he yet haue fond. 

Thus whiles they fpake, they heard a ruefull fhrieke 150 
Of one loud crying, which they ftreight way gheft, 
That it was fhe, the which for helpe did feeke. 
Tho looking vp vnto the cry to left. 
They / faw that Carle from farre, with hand vnbleft 
Hayling that mayden by the yellow heare, 
That all her garments from her fnowy breft, 
And from her head her lockes he nigh did teare, 

Ne would he fpare for pitty, nor refraine for feare. 

Which haynous fight when Calidore beheld, 

Eftfoones he loofd that Squire, and fo him left, i6a 
With hearts difmay and inward dolour queld. 
For to purfue that villaine, which had reft 
That piteous fpoile by fo iniurious theft 
Whom ouertaking, loude to him he cryde ; 
Leaue faytor quickely that mifgotten weft 

L 146, ^vnablt,* 
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To him, that hath it better iuftifyde, 
And tume thee foone to him, of whom thou art defyde. 

Who hearkning to that voice, him fclfe vpreard, 
And feeing him fo fiercely towardes make, 
Againft him ftoutly ran, as nought afeard, 1 70 

But rather more enrag'd for thofe words fake ; 
And with fteme count'naunce thus vnto him fpake. 
Art thou the caytiue, that defyeft me. 
And for this Mayd, whofe party thou doefl take, 
Wilt giue thy beard, though it but little bee ? 

Yet (hall it not her lockes for raunfome fro me free. 

With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd 

On hideous ftrokes with moft importune might. 

That oft he made him dagger as vnftayd, 

And oft recuile to Ihunne his (harpe defpight. 1 80 

But Calidore^ that was well (kild in fight, 

Him long forbore, and dill his fpirite fpar'd, 

Lying in waite, how him he damadge might. 

But when he felt him (hrinke, and come to ward, 

He greater grew, and gan to driue at him more hard. / 

Like as a water ftreame, whofe fwelling fourfe 
Shall driue a Mill, within ftrong bancks is pent. 
And long reftrayned of his ready courfe ; 
So foone as pafTage is vnto him lent, 
Breakes forth, and makes his way more violent. 190 
Such was the fury of Sir CalidorSy 
When once he felt his foeman to relent ; 
He fiercely him purfu'd, and prefled fore. 

Who as he ftill decayd, fo he encreafed more. 
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The heauy burden of whofe dreadful! might 
When as the Carle no longer could fuftaine, 
His heart gan faint, and ftreight he tooke his flight 
Toward the Caftle, where if need conftraine, 
His hope of refuge vfed to remaine. 
Whom Calidore perceiuing faft to flie, 200 

He him purfu'd and chaced through the plaine, 
That he for dread of death gan loude to crie 

Vnto the ward, to open to him haflilie. 

They from the wall him feeing fo aghaft, 
The gate foone opened to receiue him in, 
But Calidore did follow him fo faft, 
That euen in the Porch he him did win, 
And cleft his head afunder to his chin. 
The carkarffe tumbling downe within the dore, 
Did choke the entraunce with a lumpe of fin, 2 1 o 
That it could not be fliut, whileft Calidore 

Did enter in, and flew the Porter on the flore. 

With that the refl:, the which the Caftle kept, 
About him flockt, and hard at him did lay ; 
But he them all from him full lightly fwept. 
As doth a Steare, in heat of fommers day, 
With / his long taile the bryzes brufli away. 
Thence pafl*ing forth, into the hall he came. 
Whereof the Lady felfe in fad difmay 
He was ymett : who with vncomely ftiame 220 

Gan him falute, and fowle vpbrayd with faulty blame. 

Falfe traytor Knight, (fayd flie) no Knight at all, 
But fcome of armes that haft with guilty hand 

1. 209, ' carkaffc* : L 2i6, , substituted for • : 1. 220, : for ,— accepted. 
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Murdred my men, and flaine my Senefchall ; 
Now comeft thou to rob my houfe vnmand, 
And fpoile my felfe, that can not thee withftand ? 
Yet doubt thou not, but that fome better Knight 
Then thou, that (hall thy treafon vnderftand. 
Will It auenge, and pay thee with thy right : 
And if none do, yet fliame (hal thee with fhame requight. 

Much was the Knight abafhed at that word ; 231 

Yet anfwerd thus ; Not vnto me the fhame. 
But to the fhamefuU doer it afford. 
Bloud is no blemifh ; for it is no blame 
To punifh thofe, that doe deferue the fame ; 
But they that breake bands of ciuilitie. 
And wicked cuftomes make, thofe doe defame 
Both noble armes and gentle curtefie. 

No greater fhame to man then inhumanitie. 

Then doe your felfe, for dread of fhame, forgoe 240 
This euill manner, which ye here maintaine, 
And doe in flead thereof mild curtTie fhowe 
To all, that paffe. That fhall you glory gaine 
More then his loue, which thus ye feeke t'obtaine. 
Wherewith all full of wrath, fhe thus replydc ; 
Vile recreant, know that I doe much difdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that doefl my loue deride. 

Who fcomes thy ydle fcoffe, ani^bids thee be defyde. / 

To take defiaunce at a Ladies word 

(Quoth he) I hold it no indignity ; 250 

But were he here, that would it with his fword 
Abett, perhaps he mote it deare aby. 
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Cowherd (quoth (he) were not, that thou wouldft fly, 
Ere he doe come, he (hould be foone in place. 
If I doe fo, (fayd he) then liberty 
I leaue to you, for aye me to difgrace 
With all thofe (hames, that erfl ye fpake me to deface. 

With that a Dwarfe fhe cald to her in haft. 
And taking from her hand a ring of gould, 
A priuy token, which betweene them part, 260 

Bad him to flie with all the fpeed he could, 
To Crudor^ and defire him that he would 
Vouchfafe to reflcue her againft a Knight, 
Who thrugh ftrog powre had now her felf in hould, 
Hauing late flaine her Senefchall in fight. 

And all her people murdred with outragious might. 

The Dwarfe his way did haft, and went all night ; 
But Calidore did with her there abyde 
The comming of that fo much threatned Knight ; 
Where that difcourteous Dame with fcomfull pryde, 
And fowle entreaty him indignifyde, 270 

That yron heart it hardly could fuftaine : 
Yet he, that could his wrath full wifely guyde. 
Did well endure her womanifh difdaine. 

And did him felfe from fraile impatience refraine. 

The morrow next, before the lampe of light, 
Aboue the earth vpreard his flaming head, 
The Dwarfe, which bore that mefl*age to her knight, 
Brought aunfwere backe, that ere he tafted bread, 

1. 253, ^Coward^^ as before : 1. 254, *^' for * /Aw '—accepted : 1. 260, 
^ithin : 1. 269, ; substituted for , . 
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He / would her fuccour, and aliue or dead 280 

Her foe deliuer vp into her hand : 
Therefore he wild her doe away all dread ; 
And that of him (he mote affured ftand, 
He fent to her his bafenet, as a faithful! band. 

Thereof full blyth the Lady (Ireight became, 
And gan t'augment her bittemeffe much more : 
Yet no whit more appalled for the fame, 
Ne ought difmayed was Sir Calidore^ 
But rather did more chearefull feeme therefore. 
And hauing foone his armts about him dight, 290 
Did iffue forth, to meete his foe afore ; 
Where long he ftayed not, when as a Knight 

He fpide come pricking on with al his powre and might. 

Well weend he ftreight, that he fhould be the fame, 
Which tooke in hand her quarrell to maintaine ; 
Ne ftayd to alke if it were he by name. 
But coucht his fpeare, and ran at him amaine. 
They bene ymett in middeft of the plaine. 
With fo fell fury, and difpiteous forfe. 
That neither could the others ftroke fuftaine, 300 
But rudely rowld to ground both man and horfe, 
Neither of other taking pitty nor remorfe. 

But Calidore vprofe againe full light. 

Whiles yet his foe lay faft in fenceleffe found, 
Yet would he not him hurt, although he might : 
For fhame he weend a fleeping wight to wound. 
But when Briana faw that drery ftound. 
There where Ihe ftood vppon the Caftle wall. 
She deem'd him fure to haue bene dead on ground, 
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And made fuch piteous mourning therewithal!, 310 
That from the battlements fhe ready feem'd to fall. / 

Nathleffe at length him felfe he did vpreare 
In luftleffe wife, as if againft his will. 
Ere he had flept his fill, he wakened were. 
And gan to ftretch his limbs ; which feeling ill 
Of his late fall, a while he refted ftill : 
But when he faw his foe before in vew, 
He (hooke off luflcifhnefTe, and courage chill 
Kindling a frefh, gan battel 1 to renew, 

To proue if better foote then horfebacke would enfew. 

There then began a fearefuU cruell fray 321 

Betwixt them two, for mayftery of might. 
For both were wondrous prafticke in that play, 
And paffing well expert in fingle fight, 
And both inflam'd with furious defpight : 
Which as it ftill encreaft, fo ftill increaft 
Their cruell ftrokes and terrible affright ; 
Ne once for ruth their rigour they releaft, 

Ne once to breath a while their angers tempeft ceaft. 

\^ -Jut. ■ y ^ . v^ ., '_* ~ ^ -^ ^ 

Thus long they trac'dand trauerft to and fro, ^330 
And tfyffe all waies, how ekch mote eiitrance make 
Into the life of his itialignant foe ; 
They hew'd their helmes, and plates afunder brake. 
As they had potfhares bene ; for nought mote flake 
Their greedy vengeaunces, but goary blood, 
That at the laft like to a purple lake 
Of bloudy gore congeal'd about them ftood, 

Which from their riuen fides forth gufhed like a flood. 

1. 334, ^potjhards^ (161 1). 
VIII. 7 
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At length it chaunft, that both their hands on hie, 
At once did heaue, with all their powre and might, 
Thinking the vtmoft of their force to trie, 341 

And proue the finall fortune of the fight : 
But / Calidore, that was more quicke of fight, 
And nimbler handed, then his enemie, 
Preuented him before his ftroke could light, 
And on the helmet fmote him formerlie, 

That made him ftoupe to ground with meeke humilitie. 

And ere he could recouer foot againe. 
He following that faire aduantage faft. 
His ftroke redoubled with fuch might and maine. 
That him vpon the ground he groueling caft ; 351 
And leaping to him light, would haue vnlaft 
His Helme, to make vnto his vengeance way. 
Who feeing, in what daunger he was plaft, 
Cryde out. Ah mercie Sir, doe me not flay. 

But faue my life, which lot before your foot doth lay. 

With that his mortall hand a while he ftayd. 
And hauing fomewhat calm'd his wrathfuU heat 
With goodly patience, thus he to him fayd ; 
And is the boaft of that proud Ladies threat, 360 
That menaced me from the field to beat. 
Now brought to this ? By this now may ye learne; 
Strangers no more fo rudely to intreat, 
But put away proud looke, and vfage fteme. 

The which flial nought to you but foule diflionor yearne. 

For nothing is more blamefull to a knight. 
That courtTie doth as well as armes profefle, 

1. 365, *eante,* 
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How euer ftrong and fortunate in fight, 
Then the reproch of pride and cruelnelTc. 
In vaine he feeketh others to fuppreffe, 3J^0 

Who hath not learnd him felfe firft to fubdew : 
All flefti IS frayle, and full of fickleneffe, 
Subieft to fortunes chance, ftill chaunging new ; 
What haps to day to me, to morrow may to you. / 

Who will not mercie vnto others fliew, 
How can he mercie euer hope to haue ? 
To pay each with his owne is right and dew. 
Yet fince ye mercie now doe need to craue, 
I will it graunt, your hopeleffe life to faue ; 
With thefe conditions, which I will propound : 380 
Firft, that ye better (hall your felfe behaue 

*^ Vnto all errant knights, wherefo on ground ; 

Next that ye Ladies ayde in euery ftead and ftound. 

The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death,, his hearts did gladly heare, 
And promift to performe his precept well. 
And whatfoeuer elfe he would requere. 
So fuffring him to rife, he made him fweare 
By his owne fword, and by the croffe thereon. 
To take Briana for his louing fere, 390 

Withouten dowre or compofition ; 

But to releafe his former foule condition. 

All which accepting, and with faithfull oth 
Bynding himfelfe moft firmely to obay. 
He vp arofe, how euer liefe or loth, 
And fwore to him true fealtie for aye. 
Then forth he cald from forrowfull difmay 



The fad Briana^ which all this beheld : 
Who comming forth yet full of late affray, 
Sir Calidare vpcheard, and to her teld 
All this accord, to which he Crtuiar had compeld. 

Whereof (he now more glad, then fory earft, 
All ouercome with infinite affefl. 
For his exceeding courtef ie, that pearft 
Her ftubborne hart with inward deepe effedl, 
Before / his feet her felfe (he did proie6l. 
And him adoring as her Hues deare Lord, 
With all due thankcs, and dutifull refpefl. 
Her felfe acknowledged bound for that accord. 

By which he had to her both life and loue reftord. 4 1 

So all returning to the Caftle glad, 
Mod ioyfuUy (he them did entertaine. 
Where goodly glee and feaft to them (he made. 
To (hew her thankefull mind and meaning faine, 
By all the meanes (he mote it beft explaine : 
And after all, vnto Sir Calidorc 
She freely gaue that Caftle for his paine. 
And her felfe bound to him for euermore ; 

So wondroufly now chaung^d, from that fhe was afore. 

But CaUdore himfelfe would not retaine 420 

Nor land nor fee, for hyre of his good deede. 
But gaue them (Ireight vnto that Squire againe, 
Whom from her Senefchall he lately freed. 
And to his damzell as their rightfull meed, 
For recompence of all their former wrong : 
There he remaind with them right well agreed. 
Till of his wounds he wexed hole and ftrong. 

And then to his (irft queft he pa(red forth along. 428 
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Calidore Jkes young Trlftrain flay 
A ^oud difcourtcom knight : 

He makes him Squire^ and of him leantes 
his flute and pre/ent plight. 





\ T \7 Hat vertue is fo fitting for a knight, 
Y Y Or for a Ladie, whom a knight (hould loue, 
As Curtefie, to beare themfelues aright 
To all of each degree, as doth behoue ? 
For whether they be placed high aboue, 1 o 

Or low beneath, yet ought they well to know 
Their good, that none them rightly may reproue 
Of rudeneffe, for not yeelding what they owe : 

Great (kill it is fuch duties timely to beftow. 



Thereto great helpe dame Nature felfe doth lend : 
For fome fo goodly gratious are by kind, 
That euery aftion doth them much commend, 
And in the eyes of men great liking find ; 
Which others, that haue greater (kill in mind. 
Though they enforce themfelues, cannot attaine. 
For euerie thing, to which one is inclined, 
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Doth beft become, and greateft grace doth gaine : 
Yet praife likewife deferue good thewes, enforft with 
paine. 

That well in courteous Calidare appeares, 
Whofe euery a£l and word, that he did fay, 
Was like enchantment, that through both the eares, 
And both the eyes did fteale the hart away. 
He / now againe is on his former way, 
To follow his firft queft, when as he fpyde 
A tall young man from thence not farre away, 30 
Fighting on foot, as well he him defcryde, 

Againfl an armed knight, that did on horfebacke ryde. 

And them befide a Ladie faire he faw. 

Standing alone on foot, in foule array : 

To whom himfelfe he haftily did draw, 

To weet the caufe of fo vncomely fray. 

And to depart them, if fo be he may. 1 

But ere he came in place, that youth had kild 

That armed knight, that low on ground he lay ; 

Which when he faw, his hart was inly child 40 

With great amazement, & his thought with wonder 
fild. 

Him ftedfaftly he markt, and faw to bee 
A goodly youth of amiable grace. 
Yet but a flender flip, that fcarfe did fee 
Yet feuenteene yeares, but tall and faire of face 

1. 25, */7^? and word* accepted for *<w? and deed* of '96 : II. 26 7, 
* eares ' and ''eyes ' are misplaced in the respective lines, as the rhyme-word 
' appeares* shows, both in 1596 and 1609 and all. 
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^ That fure he deem'd him borne of noble race. 
^ All in a woodmans iacket he was clad 

Of Hncolne greene, belayd with f iluer lace ; 

And on his head an hood with aglets fprad, 
And by his fide his hunters home he hanging 50 

had. 

Bufkins he wore of coftlieft cordwayne, 

Pinckt vpon gold, and paled part per part, 
As then the guize was for each gentle fwayne ; 
In his right hand he held a trembling dart, 
Whofe fellow he before had fent apart ; 
And in his left he held a fharpe borefpeare. 
With which he wont to launch the faluage hart 
Of many a Lyon, and of many a Beare 

That firfl vnto his hand in chafe did happen neare. / 

Whom Calidore a while well hauing vewed, 60 

At length befpake; what meanes this, gentle fwaine? 
Why hath thy hand too bold it felfe embrewed 
In blood of knight, the which by thee is flaine. 
By thee no knight ; which armes impugneth plainc ? 
Certes (faid he) loth were I to haue broken 
The law of armes ; yet breake it fliould againe. 
Rather then let my felfe of wight be ftroken. 

So long as thefe two armes were able to be wroken. 

For not I him as this his Ladie here 

May witncffe well, did offer firft to wrong, 70 

Ne furely thus vnarm'd I likely were ; 
But he me firft, through pride and puiffance ftrong 
Affayld, not knowing what to armes doth long. 



104 ^^^ VL BOOKE OF THE {Cant. II, 

Perdie great blame, (then faid Sir Calidore) 
For armed knight a wight vnarm'd to wrong. 
But then aread, thou gentle cliyld, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this ftrife and fterne vprore. 

That fhall I footh (faid he) to you declare. 
I whofe vnryper yeares are yet vnfit 
For thing of weight, or worke of greater care, 80 
Doe fpend my dayes, and bend my careleffe wit 
To falua^e chace, where I thereon may hit 
In all this forreft, and wyld wooddie raine : 
Where, as this day I was enraunging it, 
I chaunft to meete this knight, who there lyes flaine, 

Together with this Ladie, paffing on the plaine. 

The knight, as ye did fee, on horfebacke was. 
And this his Ladie, (that him ill became,) 
On her faire feet by his horfe fide did pas 
Through thicke and thin, vnfit for any Dame. 90 
Yet / not content, more to increafe his fliame, 
When fo (he lagged, as (he needs mote fo. 
He with his fpeare, that was to him great blame, 
Would thumpe her forward, and inforce to goe. 

Weeping to him in vatne, and making piteous woe. 

Which when I faw, as they me paffed by, 
Much was I moued in indignant mind, 
And gan to blame him for fuch cruelty 
Towards a Ladie, whom with vfage kind 
He rather (hould haue taken vp behind. 100 

1. 93, {that . . . blame). 
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Wherewith he wroth, and full of proud difdaine, 
Tooke in foule fcome, that I fuch fault did find, 
And me in lieu thereof reuil'd againe, 
Threatning to chaftize me, as doth t'a chyld pertaine. 

Which I no lefle difdayning, backe returned 
His fcx)rnefull taunts vnto his teeth againe, 
That he ftreight way with haughtie choler burned. 
And with his fpeare ftrooke me one ftroke or twaine ; 
Which I enforft to beare though to my paine, 
Caft to requite, and with a flender dart, 1 1 o 

Fellow of this I beare, throwne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as feemeth, vnderneath the hart, 

That through the wound his fpirit (hortly did depart. 

Much did Sir Calidore admyre his fpeach 

Tempred fo well, but more admyr'd the ftroke 

That through the mayles had made fo ftrong a breach 

Into his hart, and had fo fternely wroke 

His wrath on him, that firft occafion broke. 

Yet refted not, but further gan inquire 

Of that fame Ladie, whether what he fpok^ 120 

Were foothly fo, and that th' vnrighteous ire 

Of her owne knight, had giuen him his owne due 
hire. / 

Of all which, when as (he could nought deny, 
But cleard that ftripling of th' imputed blame, 
Sayd then Sir Calidore ; neither will I 
Him charge with guilt, but rather doc quite clame : 

L 125, 'StaiV 
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For what he fpake, for you he fpake it, Dame ; 
And what he did, he did him felfe to faue : (fliame. |.V 
Againft both which that knight wrought knightleffc 
For knights and all men this by nature haue, 1 30 
Towards all womenkind them kindly to behaue. 

IJut fith that he is gone irreuocable, 
Pleafe it you Ladie, to vs to aread. 
What caufe could make him fo difhonourable, 
To driue you fo on foot vnfit to tread. 
And lackey by him, gainft all womanhead ? 
Certes Sir knight (fayd (he) full loth I were 
To rayfe a I>'uing blame againfl the dead : 
But fince it me concernes, my felfe to clere, 

I will the truth difcouer, as it chaunft whylere. 1 40 

This day, as he and I together roade 
Vpon our way, to which we weren bent, 
We chaunft to come foreby a couert glade 
Within a wood, whereas a Ladie gent 
Sate with a knight in ioyous iolliment, 
Of their franke loues, free from all gealous fpyes : 
Faire was the Ladie fure, that mote content 
An hart, not carried with too curious eyes, 

And vnto him did (hew all louely courtefyes. 

Whom when my knight did fee fo louely faire, i 50 

He inly gan her louer to enuy. 
And wi(h, that he part of his fpoyle might (hare. 
Whereto when as my prefence he did fpy 
To /be a let, he bad me by and by 
For to alight : but when as I was loth, 
My loues owne part to leaue fo fuddenly, 
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He \vith ftrdng hand down fro his deed me throw*th, 
And with prefumpteous powre againft that knight 
ftreight go*th. 

Vnarm'd all was the knight, as then more meete 

For Ladies feruice, and for loues delight, 160 

Then fearing any foeman there to meete : 
Whereof he taking oddes, ftreight bids him dight 
Himfelfe to yeeld his loue, or elfe to fight. 
Whereat the other ftarting vp difmayd, 
Yet boldly anfwer'd, as he rightly might ; 
To leaue his loue he (hould be ill apayd, 

In which he had good right gaynft all, that it gainefayd. 

Vet fince he was not prefently in plight 
Her to defend, or his to iuftifie, 
He him requefted, as he was a knight, 170 

To lend him day his better right to trie, 
Or ftay till he his armes, which were thereby. 
Might lightly fetch. But he was fierce and whot^ 
Ne time would giue, nor any termes aby. 
But at him flew, and with his fpeare him fmot ; 

From which to thinke to faue himfelfe, it booted not. 

Meanewhile his Ladie, which this outrage faw, 
Whileft they together for the quarrey ftroue. 
Into the couert did her felfe withdraw. 
And clofely hid her felfe within the groue. 180 

My knight hers foone, as feemes, to daunger droue 
And left fore wounded : but when her he mift, 
He woxe halfe mad, and in that rage gan roue 

1. 172, {luhich ... Ay) : 1. 181, (as/femes^ 
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And range through all the wood, where fo he wifl 
She hidden was, and fought her fo long, as him lift.. 

But when as her he by no meanes could find, 
After long fearch and chaufT, he turned backe 
Vnto the place, where me he left behind : 
There gan he me to curfe and ban, for lacke 
Of that faire bootie, and with bitter wracke I 

To wreake on me the guilt of his owne wrong. 
Of all which I yet glad to beare the packe, 
Stroue to appeafe him, and perfwaded long : 

I3ut dill his pafTion grew more violent and ftrong. 

Then as it were t'auenge his wrath on mee, 
When forward we fhould fare, he flat refufed 
To take me vp (as this young man did fee) 
Vpon his fteed, for no luft caufe accufed, 
But forft to trot on foot, and foule mifufed, 
Pounching me with the butt end of his fpcare, 2 
In vaine complayning, to be fo abufed. 
For he regarded neither playnt nor teare, 

But more enforft my paine, the more my plaints to hea 

So paffed we, till this young man vs met. 
And being moou*d with pittie of my plight, 
Spake, as was meet, for eafe of my regret : 
Whereof befell, what now is in your fight. 
Now fure (then faid Sir Calidore) and right 
Me feemes, that him befell by his owne fault : 
Who euer thinkes through confidence of might, 2 



/ 
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Or through fupport of count'nance proud and hault 
To wrong the weaker, oft falles in his owne affault. 

Then turning backe vnto that gentle boy, 
Which had himfelfe fo ftoutly well acquit ; 
Seeing his face fo louely fterne and coy. 
And hearing th' anfweres of his pregnant wit, 
He / prayfd it much, and much admyred it ; 
That fure he weend him borne of noble blood. 
With whom thofe graces did fo goodly fit : 
And when he long had him beholding ftood, 220 

He burft into thefe words, as to him feemed good. 

Faire gentle fwayne, and yet as ftout as fayre, 

That in thefe woods amogft the Nymphs doft wonne, 

Which daily may to thy fweete lookes repayre. 

As they are wont vnto Latonaes fonne. 

After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne : 

Well may I certes fuch an one thee read. 

As by thy worth thou worthily haft wonne. 

Or furely borne of fome Heroicke fead. 

That in thy face appeares and g^atious goodly head. 

But fhould it not difpleafe thee it to tell ; 231 

(Vnlefle thou in thefe woods thy felfe conceale. 
For loue amongft the woodie Gods to dwell ; ) 
I would thy felfe require thee to reueale, 
For deare afTeflion and vnfayned zeale. 
Which to thy noble perfonage I beare. 
And wifh thee grow in worfhip and great weale. 
For fince the day that armes I firft did reare, 

I neuer faw in any greater hope appeare. 
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To whom then thus the noble youth ; may be 
Sir knight, that by difcouering my eftate, 
Harme may arife vnweeting vnto me ; 
Natheleffe, fith ye fo courteous feemed late, 
To you I will not feare it to relate. 
Then wote ye that I am a Briton borne, 
Sonne of a King, how euer thorough fate 
Or fortune I my countrie haue forlome, (adorae. / 

And loft the crowne, which fliould my head by right 

And Trijlram is my name, the onely heire 

Of good king Meliogras which did rayne 250 

In Comewale, till that he through Hues defpeire 

Vntimely dyde, before I did attaine 

Ripe yeares of reafon, my right to maintaine. 

After whofe death, his brother feeing mee 

An infant, weake a kingdome to fuftaine, 

Vpon him tooke the roiall high degree. 

And fent me, where him lift, inftrufled for to bee. 

The widow Queene my mother, which then hight 
Faire Emiline, conceiuing then great feare 
Of my fraile fafetie, refting in the might 26c 

Of him, that did the kingly Scepter beare, 
Whofe gealous dread induring not a peare. 
Is wont to cut off all, that doubt may breed. 
Thought beft away me to remoue fomewhere 
Into fome forrein land, where as no need 

Of dreaded daunger might his doubtfull humor feed. 

s 

So taking counfell of a wife man red. 

She was by him aduiz'd, to fend me quight 



Cant. II , ] FA ERIE Q VEENE. 1 1 1 

Out of the countrie wherein I was bred, 
The which the fertile Lionejfe is hight, 270 

Into the land of Faerie^ where no wight 
Should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong. 
To whofe wife read (he hearkning, fent me ftreight 
Into this land, where I haue wond thus long, 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growen to ftature 
ftrong. 

All which my daies I haue not lewdly fpent. 
Nor fpilt the bloflbme of my tender yeares 
In ydlefle, but as was conuenient, 
Haue trayned bene with many noble feres 
In /gentle thewes, and fuch like feemely leres, 280 
Mongft which my mod delight hath alwaies been, 
To hunt the faluage chace amongft my peres, 
Of all that raungeth in the forreft greene ; 

Of which none is to me vnknowne, tliat eu*r was feene, 

Ne is there hauke, which mantleth her on pearch, 
Whether high towring, or accoafting low. 
But I the meafure of her flight doe fearch. 
And all her pray, and all her diet know. 
Such be our ioyes, which in thefe forrefts grow : 
Onely the vfe of armes, which moft I ioy, 290 

And fitteth moft for noble fwayne to know, 
I haue not tafted yet, yet paft a boy. 

And being now high time thefe ftrong ioynts to imploy. 

Therefore, good Sir, fith now occaf ion fit 
Doth fall, whofe like hereafter feldome may, 

1. 269, , removed after *«ntntru^ i 1. 272, . — accepted. 
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I.ct rr.c tills craue, \-nwor.hy thougii of it, 
"WsxX yc will make mc SjUire without delay, 
Thiil from henceforth in battellous arrav 
I may beare armes, and ]eame to \'fe them right ; 
The rather fince that forune hath this day 3 

Giucn to me the fpoilc of this dead knight, 
Thcfe goodly gilden armes, which I haue won in figl 

All which when well Sir CiLtdare had heard, 

Him much more now, then earft he gan admire, 
I'or the rare hope which in his yeares appcar'd. 
And thus rcplide ; faire chyld, the high defire 
To loue of armes, which in you doth afpire, 
I may not certes without blame denie ; 
Hut rather wifli, that fome more noble hire, 
n'hough none more noble then is cheualrie,) 3 

I had, you to reward with greater dignitie. / 

There him he caufd to kneele, and made to fweare 
I'aith to his knight, and truth to Ladies all, 
And ncuer to be recreant, for feare 
Of pcrill, or of ought that might befall : 
So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call. 
Full glad and ioyous then young Trijiram grew, 
Like as a flowre, whofe filken leaues fmall, 
Long fliut vp in the bud from heauens vew. 

At length breakes forth, and brodc difplayes his fmyli 
hew. 2 

Thus when they long had treated to and fro. 
And Calidorc betookc him to depart, 
Chyld Trijlravi prayd, that he with him might gc 
On his aducnture, vowing not to dart, 
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But wayt on him in euery place and part 
Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight, 
And greatly io/d at his fo noble hart, 
In hope he fure would proue a doughtie knight : 
Yet for the time this anfwere he to him behight 

Glad would I furely be, thou courteous Squire, 330 
To haue thy prefence in my prefent queft, 
That mote thy kindled courage fet on fire, 
And flame forth honour in thy noble breft : 
But I am bound by vow, which I profeft 
To dread my Soueraine, when I it affayd. 
That in atchieuement of her high beheft 
I (hould no creature ioyne vnto mine ayde, 

For thy I may not graunt, that ye fo greatly prayde. 

But fince this Ladie is all defolate, 

And needeth fafegard now vpon her way, 340 

Ye may doe well in this her needfull ftate 

To fuccour her, from daunger of difmay ; 

That / thankfuU guerdon may to you repay. 

The noble ympe of fuch new feruice fayne, 

It gladly did accept, as he did fay. 

So taking courteous leaue, they parted twayne, 
And Calidore forth pafled to his former payne. 

But Trijlram then defpoyling that dead knight 
Of all thofe goodly implements of prayfe. 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire fight 350 
Of the bright mettall, fhyning like Sunne rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thoufand wayes. 

1- 349> * omamtnts* 
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And after hauing them vpon him dight, 
He tooke that Ladie, and her vp did rayfe 
Vpon the deed of her owne late dead knight : 
So with her marched forth, as (he did him behig^ht. 

There to their fortune leaue we them awhile. 
And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 
Who ere he thence had traueild many a mile. 
Came to the place, whereas ye heard afore 360 

This knight, whom Trijtravi flew, had wounded fore 
Another knight in his defpiteous pryde ; 
There he that knight found lying on the flore, 
With many wounds full perilous and wyde, 

That all his garments, and the grafle in vermeill dyde. 

And there befide him fate vpon the ground 
His wofull Ladie, piteoufly complayning 
With loud laments that mod vnluckie ftound, 
And her fad felfe with carcfuU hand conftrayning 
To wype his wounds, and eafe their bitter payning. 
Which forie fight when Calidore did vew 370 

With heauie eyne, from teares vneath refrayning, 
His mightie hart their mournefull cafe can row, 

And for their better comfort to them nigher drew,/ 

Then fpeaking to the Ladie, thus he fayd : 

Ye dolefull Dame, let not your griefe empeach 

To tell, what cruell hand hath thus arayd 

This knight vnarm'd, with fo vnknightly breach 

Of armes, that if I yet him nigh may reach, 

I may auenge him of fo foule defpight. 380 

The Ladie hearing his fo courteous fpcach, 

1' 3SSi • for I — accepted. 



Cant.IL^ FAERIE QVEENE. ii5 

Gan reare her eyes as to the chearefull light, 
And from her fory hart few heauie words forth fight. 

In which (he (hew*d, how that difcourteous knight 
(Whom Trijlrain flew) them in that fliadow found, 
loying together in vnblam'd delight, 
And him vnarm'd, as now he lay on ground, 
Charg'd with his fpeare and mortally did wound, 
Withouten caufe, but onely her to reaue 
From him, to whom flie was for euer bound : 390 
Yet when flie fled into that couert greaue, 

He her not finding, both them thus nigh dead did leaue. 

When CcUidore this rueful! ftorie had 

Well vnderftood, he gan of her demand. 

What manner wight he was, and how yclad. 

Which had this outrage wrought with wicked hand. 

She then, like as flie bed could vnderftand, 

Him thus defcrib'd, to be of ftature large, 

Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band 

Quartred athwart, and bearing in his targe 400 

A Ladie on rough waues, roVd in a fommer barge. 

Then gan Sir Calidore to ghefle ftreightway 
By many fignes which flie defcribed had. 
That this was he, whom Triftram earft did flay, 
And to her faid ; Dame be no longer fad : 
For / he, that hath your Knight fo ill beftad. 
Is now him felfe in much more wretched plight ; 
Thefe eyes him faw vpon the cold earth fprad, 

1. 383, 'fkh't: 
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The meede of his dcfert for that deTpight, 
Which to your fclfe he wrought, & to your loued knig^ 

Therefore faire Lady lay afide this griefe^ 41 1 

Which ye haue gathered to your gentle hart. 
For that difpleafure ; and thinke what reliefe 
Where bed deuife for this your louers fmart. 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part 
Conuay to be recur'd. She thankt him dear^ 
Both for that newes he did to her impart. 
And for the courteous care, which he did beare 

Both to her loue ; and to her felfe in that fad dreaie. 

Yet could fhe not deuife by any wit, 420 

How thence flie might conuay him to fome place. 
For him to trouble (he it thought vnfit, 
That was a ftraunger to her wretched cafe ; 
And him to beare, fhe thought it thing too bafe. 
Which when as he perceiu'd, he thus befpake ; 
Faire Lady let it not you feeme difgrace, 
To beare this burden on your dainty backe ; 

My fclfe will beare a part, coportion of your packe. 

So off he did his fliield, and downeward layd 

Vi>on the ground, like to an hollow beare ; 430 

And powring balme, which he had long puruayd, 

Into his wounds, him vp thereon did reare, 

And twixt them both with parted paines did beare, 

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was donne. 

Thence they him carried to a Caftle neare, 

In which a worthy auncient Knight did wonne : 

Where what enfu'd, fliall in next Canto be begonne./ 
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CcUidore brings PrifciUa hofne, 
Furfues thi Blatant Bcaft: 

Scuus Serena^ whiUJl Calepim 
By Turpim is oppreft. 
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TRue is, that whilome that good Poet fayd, 
The gentle minde by gentle deeds is knowne. 
For man by nothing is fo well bewrayd, 
As by his manners, in which plaine is (howne 
Of what degree and what race he is growne. 10 

For feldome feene, a trotting Stalion get 
An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne : 
So feldome feene, that one in bafenefTe fet 
Doth noble courage (hew, with curteous manners met. 

But euermore contrary hath bene tryde. 

That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ; 

As well may be in Calidore defcryde. 

By late enfample of that courteous deed, 

Done to that wounded Knight in his great need. 

Whom on his backe he bore, till he him brought 20 

Vnto the Cadle where they had decreed. 



L 4, , after *.Sfr^/fa'— aooepted : 1. 8, 'a' before * man* in 1596 and 
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There of the Knight, the which that Caftle ought, 
To make abode that night he greatly was befought. 

He was to weete a man of full ripe yeares. 
That in his youth had beene of mickle might, 
And borne great fway in armes amongfl his peares : 
But now weake age had dimd his candle light. 
Yet / was he courteous ftill to euery wight, 
And loued all that did to armes incline. 
And was the father of that wounded Knight, 30 
Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine, 

And Aldus was his name, and his fonnes A Iodine. 

Who when he faw his fonne fo ill bedight, 

With bleeding wounds, brought home vpon a Beare 

By a faire Lady, and a ftraunger Knight, 

Was inly touched with compaffion deare, 

And deare affeflion of fo dolefull dreare. 

That he thefe words burft forth ; Ah fory boy. 

Is this the hope that to my hoary heare 

Thou brings ? aie me, is this the timely ioy, 40 

Which I expefted long, now tumd to fad annoy ? 

Such is the weakeneffe of all mortall hope ; 
So tickle is the ftate of earthly things, 
That ere they come vnto their aymed fcope. 
They fall too (hort of our fraile reckonings, 
And bring vs bale and bitter forrowings. 
In (lead of comfort, which we fliould embrace: 
This is the ftate of Keafars and of Kings. 
Let none therefore, that is in meaner place, 

Too greatly grieue at any his vnlucky cafe. 
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So well and wifely did that good old Knight 
Temper his griefe, and turned it to cheare, 
To cheare his guefts, whom he had ftayd that night, 
And make their welcome to them well appeare : 
That to Sir Ccdidore was eaf ie geare ; 
But that faire Lady would be cheard for nought, 
But f igh'd and forrow'd for her louer deare, 
And inly did afflift her penf iue thought, (brought. / 

With thinking to what cafe her name fhould now be 

For (he was daughter to a noble Lord, 60 

Which dwelt thereby, who fought her to affy 
To a great pere ; but (he did difaccord, 
Ne could her liking to his loue apply, 
But lou'd this frefh young Knight, who dwelt her ny. 
The lufty Aladine^ though meaner borne, 
And of leffe liuelood and hability. 
Yet full of valour, the which did adorne 

His meaneffe much, & make her th'others riches fcorne. 

So hauing both found fit occaf ion, 

They met together in that luckeleffe glade ; 70 

Where tliat proud Knight in his prefumption 

The gentle Aladine did earft inuade, 

Being vnarm'd, and fet in fecret fliade. 

Whereof (he now bethinking, gan t'aduize, 

How great a hazard fhe at earfl had made 

Of her good fame, and further gan deuize. 

How (he the blame might falue with coloured difguize. 

But Calidore with all good courtefie 
Fain'd her to frolicke, and to put away 
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The penfiue fit of her melancholie ; 8o 

And that old Knight by all meanes did aflay. 
To make them both as merry as he may. 
So they the euening part, till time of reft, 
WTien Calidore in feemly good array 
Vnto his bowrc was brought, and there vndreft, 
Did fleepe all night through weary trauell of his queft. 

But faire Prifcilla (fo that Lady hight) 

Would to no bed, nor take no kindely fleepe. 
But by her wounded loue did watch all night. 
And all the night for bitter anguifli weepe, 90 

And / with her teares his wounds did vvafli and fleepe. 
So well flie waflit them, and fo well (he watcht him, 
That of the deadly fwound, in which full dcepe 
He drenched was, flie at the length difpacht him. 

And droue away the ftound, which mortally attacht hint 

The morrow next, when day gan to vplooke, 
He alfo gan vplooke with drery eye, 
Like one that out of deadly dreame awooke : 
Where when he faw his faire Prifcilla by, 
He deepely figh'd, and groaned inwardly, loo 

To thinke of this ill (late, in which fhe flood, 
To which fhe for his fake had weetingly 
Now brought her felfe, and blam'd her noble blood : 

For firft, next after life, he tendered her good. 

Which fhe perceiuing, did with plenteous teares 
His care more then her owne compafTionatc, 

L 100, */ii'/<V,* as before. 
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Forgetfull of her owne, to .minde his feares : 
So both confpiring, gan to intimate 
Each others griefe with zeale affeflionate, 
And twixt them twaine with equall care to caft, no 
How to faue hole her hazarded eftate ; 
For which the onely helpe now left them laft 
Seem'd to be Ccdidore : all other helpes were part. 

Him they did deeme, as fure to them he feemed, 
A courteous Knight, and full of faithfuU truft : 
Therefore to him their caufe they bed efteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing iuft. 
Earely, fo foone as Titaits beames forth bruft 
Through the thicke clouds, in which they fteeped lay 
All night in darkeneffe, duld with yron ruft, 120 
Calidore rif ing vp as frefli as day, 

Gan frefhly him addreffe vnto his former way. / 

But firft him feemed fit, that wounded Knight 
To vifite, after this nights perillous paffe, 
And to falute him, if he were in plight. 
And eke that Lady his faire louely laffe. 
There he him found much better then he was. 
And moued fpeach to him of things of courfe. 
The anguifli of his paine to ouerpaffe : 
Mongft which he namely did to him difcourfe, 130 

Of former daies mifhap, his forrowes wicked fourfe. 

Of which occafion Aldine taking hold, 

Gan breake to him the fortunes of his loue, 
And all his difaduentures to vnfold ; 
That Calidore it dearly deepe did moue. 
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In th'end his kyndly courtefie to proue, 
lie him by all the bands of loue befought, 
And as it mote a faithful! friend behoue, 
To fafe conduft his loue, and not for ought 
To leaue, till to her fathers houfe he had her brought 

Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight, ^ 1 41 

It to performe : fo after little (lay. 
That (he her felfe had to the loumey dight, 
He parted forth with her in faire array, 
Feareleffe, who ought did thinke, or ought did fay, 
Sith his own thought he knew moft cleare from wite. 
So as they paft together on their way, 
He can deuize this counter-caft of flight. 

To giue faire colour to that Ladies caufe in fight, 

Streight to the carkafle of that Knight he went, 150 
The caufe of all this euill, who was flaine 
The day before by iuft auengement 
Of noble Trijiram^ where it did remaine : 
There / he the necke thereof did cut in twaine, 
And tooke with him the head, the figne of fliame. 
So forth he pafled thorough that daies paine, 
Till to that Ladies fathers houfe he came ; 

Moft penfiue man, through feare, what of his childe be- 
came. 

• 

There he arriuing boldly, did prefent 

The fearefull Lady to her father deare, 160 

Moft perfedl pure, and guiltlefle innocent 

Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood fweare, 

1. 157, ; substituted for , . 
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Since firft he faw her, and did free from feare 
Of a difcourteous Knight, who her had reft, 
And by outragious force away did beare : 
Witnefie thereof he fhew'd his head there left. 
And wretched life forlorne for vengement of his theft. 

Moft loyfull man her fire was her to fee. 

And heare th'aduenture of her late mifchaunce ; 

And thoufand thankes to Calidore for fee 170 

Of his large paines in her deliueraunce 

Did yeeld ; Ne lefle the Lady did aduaunce. 

Thus hauing her reftored truftily, 

As he had vow'd, fome fmall continuaunce 

He there did make, and then moft carefully 

Vnto his firft exploite he did him felfe apply. 

So as he was purfuing of his queft 

He chaunft to come whereas a iolly Knight, 

In couert (hade him felfe did fafely reft, 

To folace with his Lady in delight : 180 

His warlike armes he had from him vndight ; 

For that him felfe he thought from daunger free, 

And far from enuious eyes that mote him fpight. 

And eke the Lady was full faire to fee. 

And courteous withall, becomming her degree. / 

To whom Sir Calidore approaching nye. 
Ere they were well aware of liuing wight. 
Them much abafht, but more him felfe thereby, 
That he fo rudely did vppon them light. 
And troubled had their quiet loues delight 1 90 

Yet fince it was his fortune, not his fault, 
Him felfe thereof he laboured to acquite. 



124 THE VI. BOOKB OF THE \Cani. IIL 

And pardon crau'd for his fo ra(h aflault. 
That he gainft courtefie fo fowly did default. 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 

He foone allayd that Knights conceiu*d difpleafure^ 
That he befought him downe by him to fit. 
That they mote treat of things abrode at leafure ; 
And of aduentures, which had in his meafure 
Of fo long waies to him befallen late. 200 

So downe he fate, and with delightfull pleafure 
Mis long aduentures gan to him relate. 

Which he endured had through daungerous debate. 

Of which whileft they difcourfed both together. 
The faire Seretia (fo his Lady hight) 
AUur'd with myldneffe of the gentle wether. 
And pleafaunce of the place, the which was dight 
With diuers flowres diftin6l with rare delight ; 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wauering lull after her wandring fight, 210 

To make a garland to adorne her hed. 

Without fufpeft of ill or daungers hidden dred. 

All fodainely out of the forreft nere 

The Blatant Beajl forth rufhing vnaware. 
Caught her thus loofely wandring here and there. 
And in his wide great mouth away her bare. 
Crying / aloud to (hew her fad misfare 
Vnto the Knights, and calling oft for ayde ; 
Who with the horrour of her hapleffe care 

1. 193, *fl^«//'— Collier's correction of the obvious error of '/^Sg^M^' 
twice in '96 and 1609 : 1. 217, ''in vaine^ after ^cUoud* : 1. 218, ; for ,— 
accepted. 
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Haftily ftarting vp, like men difmayde, 220 

Ran after faft, to refkue the diftreffcd mayde. 

rhe Beaft with their purfuit incited more, 
Into the wood was bearing her apace 
For to haue fpoyled her, when Calidore 
Who was more light of foote and fwift in chace^ 
Him ouertooke in middeft of his race : 
And fiercely charging him with all his might, 
Forft to forgoe his pray there in the place, 
And to betake him felfe to fearefuU flight ; 

For he durft not abide with Calidore to fight. 230 

iVho nathelefle, when he the Lady faw 

There left on ground, though in full euill plight, 
Yet knowing that her Knight now neare did draw, 
Staide not to fuccour her in that affright. 
But followed faft the Monfter in his flight : 
Through woods and hils he followed him fo faft, 
That he nould let him breath nor gather fpright, 
But forft him gape and gafpe, with dread aghaft, 

As if his lungs and lites were nigh a funder braft. 

A.nd now by this Sir Calepine (fo hight) 340 

Came to the place, where he his Lady found 
In dolorous difmay and deadly plight, 
All in gore bloud there tumbled on the ground, 
Hauing both fides through grypt with griefly wound. 
His weapons foone from him he threw away, 
And ftouping downe to her in drery fwound, 

L 220, ,— accepted : 1. 237, *fCouId,^ 
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Vprear'd her from the ground, whereon (he lay. 
And in his tender armes her forced vp to ftay. / 

So well he did his buf le paines apply, 

That the faint fprite he did reuoke againe, 250 

To her fraile manfion of mortality. 

Then vp he tooke her twixt his armes twaine, 

And fetting on his fteedc, her did fuftaine 

With carefull hands foft footing her befide, 

Till to fome place of reft they mote attaine. 

Where fhe in fafe affuraunce mote abide, 

Till file recured were of thofe her woundes wide. 

Now when as Pkosbtis with his fiery waine 
Vnto his Inne began to draw apace ; 
Tho wexing weary of that toylefome paine, 260 

In trauelling on foote fo long a fpace. 
Not wont on foote with heauy arms to trace, 
Downe in a dale forby a riuers fyde, 
He chaunft to fpie a faire and ftately place, 
To which he meant his weary fleps to guyde, 

In hope tliere for his loue fome fuccour to prouyde. 

But comming to the riuers fide, he found 
That hardly paflable on foote it was : 
Therefore there ftill he ftood as in a ftound, 
Ne wift which way he through the foord mote pas. 
Thus whileft he was in this diftreflcd cafe, 27 1 

Deuifing what to doe, he nigh efpyde 
An armed Knight approaching to the place, 

1. 254, */^/<w/i;*^ --obvious correction of ^foftitigfoot' oi '96 and 1609 
from 1679. 
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With a faire Lady lincked by his fyde, 
The which themfelues prepard thorough the foord to ride. 

Whom Calepine faluting (as became) 
Befought of courtefie in that his neede, 
For fafe condufting of his f ickely Dame, 
Through that fame perillous foord with better heedc, 
To / take him vp behinde vpon his fteed : 280 

To whom that other did this taunt returne. 
Perdy thou peafant Knight, mightft rightly reed 
Me then to be full bafe and euill borne, 

If I would beare behinde a burden of fuch fcorne. 

But as thou haft thy fteed forlorne with fliame, 
So fare on foote till thou another gayne. 
And let thy Lady likewife doe the fame, 
Or beare her on thy backe with pleafing payne, 
And proue thy manhood on the billowes vayne. 
With which rude fpeach his Lady much difpleafed. 
Did him reproue, yet could him not reftrayne, 291 
And would on her owne Palfrey him haue eafed. 

For pitty of his Dame, whom fhe faw fo difeafed. 

Sir Calepine her thanckt, yet inly wroth 

Againft her Knight, her gentleneffe refufed. 

And carelefly into the riuer goth, 

As in defpight to be fo fowle abufed 

Of a rude churle, whom often he accufed 

Of fowle difcourtefie, vnfit for Knight ; 

And ftrongly wading through the waues vnufed, 300 

1. 275, * thorough' [1(3^) — accepted for ' Mr<;M^A ': 11. 278-9 within 
( ) : !. 280, : for ,— accepted : 1. 299, ; accepted, and so I 304. 
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With fpeare in th'one hand, ftayd him felf vprigfat, 
With th*othcr (laide his Lady vp with fteddy might 

And all the while, that fame difcourteous Knight, 
Stood on the further bancke beholding him ; 
At whofe calamity, for more defpight 
He laught, and mockt to fee him like to fwim. 
But when as CaUpine came to the brim, 
And faw his carriage pad that perill well, 
Looking at that fame Carle with count'nance grim. 
His heart with vengeaunce inwardly did fwell, 310 

And forth at lafl did breake in fpeaches fharpe and fell/ 

Vnknightly Knight, the blemifh of that name. 
And blot of all that armes vppon them take, 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe I defie thee, and here challenge make. 
That thou for euer doe thofe armes forfake ; 
And be for euer held a recreant Knight, 
Vnlcfle thou dare for thy deare Ladies fake. 
And for thine owne defence on foote alight. 

To iuftifie thy fault gainft me in equall fight 320 

The daftard, that did heare him felfe dcfyde, 
Seem*d not to weigh his threatfull words at all, 
But laught them out, as if his greater pryde, 
Did fcorne the challenge of fo bafe a thrall : 
Or had no courage, or elfc had no gall. 
So much the more was Calcpine offended, 
That him to no reuengc he forth could call, 

1. 314, * H'//V-*'— Dr. Morris mistakenly says '96 reads * that* here. 
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But both his challenge and himfelfe contemned 
Ne cared as a coward fo to be condemned. 

But lie nought weighing what he fayd or did, 330 

Turned his fteede about another way, 

And with his Lady to the Caftle rid. 

Where was his won ; ne did the other (lay, 

But after went direftly as he may, 

For his f icke charge fome harbour there to feeke ; 

Where he arriuing with the fall of day, 

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers meeke, 
And myld entreaty, lodging did for her befeeke. 

But the rude Porter, that no manners had, 

Did (hut the gate againft him in his face, 340 

And entraunce boldly vnto him forbad. 
Natheleffe the Knight now in fo needy cafe, 
Gan / him entreat euen with fubmiffion bafe, 
And humbly praid to let them in that night : 
Who to him aunfwer'd, that there was no place 
Of lodging fit for any errant Knight, 

Vnleffe that with his Lord he formerly did fight. 

Full loth am^ I (quoth he) as now at earft. 
When day is fpent, and reft vs needeth moft. 
And that this Lady, both whofe fides are pearft 350 
With wounds, is ready to forgo the ghoft : 
Ne would I gladly combate with mine hoft. 
That fhould to me fuch curtefie afford, 
Vnleffe that I were thereunto enforft. 

I. 338, , accepted ; and so 1. 339. 
VIII. g 
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But yet aread to me, how hight thy Lord, 
That doth thus ftrongly ward the Caftle of the ford. 

His name (quoth he) if that thou lift to leame^ 
Is hight Sir Turpine^ one of mickle might. 
And manhood rare, but terrible and fleame 
In all aflaies to euery errant Knight, 360 

Becaufe of one, that wrought him fowle defpight 
111 feemes (fayd he) if he fo valiaunt be, 
That he fhould be fo fteme to ftranger wight : 
For feldome yet did liuing creature fee. 

That curtefie and manhood euer difagree. 

But go thy waics to him, and fro me fay, 
That here is at his gate an errant Knight, 
That houfe-rome craues, yet would be loth t'affay 
The proofe of battell, now in doubtful! night. 
Or curtefie with rudeneffe to requite : 370 

Yet if he needes will fight, craue leaue till mome, 
And tell with all, the lamentable plight. 
In which this Lady languifheth forlome. 

That pitty craues, as he of woman was yborne. / 

The groome went ftreight way in, and to his Lord 
Declared the meffage, which that Knight did moue ; 
Who fitting with his Lady then at bord. 
Not onely did not his demaund reproue, 
But both himfelfe reuil'd, and eke his loue ; 
Albe his Lady, that Blandiiia hight, 380 

Him of vngentle vfage did approue 

1. 372, {withaU) : 1. 381, ^ repnn^: See Glossary, 5,v. ^a^frout^ 
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And earneftly entreated that they might 
Finde fauour to be lodged there for that fame night. 

Yet would he not perf waded be for ought, 
Ne from his currlfh will awhit reclame. 
Which anfwer when the groome returning, brought 
To Calepine^ his heart did inly flame 
With wrathfull fury for fo foule a fhame, 
That he could not thereof auenged bee : 
But mod for pitty of his deareft Dame, 390 

Whom now in deadly daunger he did fee ; 

Yet had no meanes to comfort, nor procure her glee. 

But all in vaine ; for why, no remedy 
He faw, the prefent mifchiefe to redrefle. 
But thVtmoft end perforce for to aby, 
Which that nights fortune would for hira addreiTe. 
So downe he tooke his Lady in diftreffe, 
And layd her vnderneath a bufli to fleepe, 
Couer'd with cold, and wrapt in wretchednefle. 
Whiles he him felfe all night did nought but weepe, 

And wary watch about her for her fafegard keepe. 40 1 

The morrow next, fo foone as ioyous day 
Did (hew it felfe in funny beames bedight, 
Serena full of dolorous difmay, 
Twixt darkeneflfe dread, and hope of liuing light, 
Vprear'd / her head to fee that chearefuU fight. 
Then Calepine^ how euer inly wroth, 
And greedy to auenge that vile defpight. 
Yet for the feeble Ladies fake, full loth 409 

To make there lenger ftay, forth on his ioumey goth. 
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He goth on foote all armed by her fide, 
Vpftaying ftill her felfe vppon her fteede, 
Being vnhablc elfe alone to ride ; 
So fore her fides, fo much her wounds did bleede : 
Till that at length, in his extreameft neede, 
He chaunft far off an armed Knight to fpy, 
Purfuing him apace with greedy fpeede, 
Whom well he wift to be fome enemy, 

That meant to make aduantage of his mifery. 

Wherefore he ftayd, till that he nearer drew, 420 

To weet what i(Tue would thereof betyde, 
Tho whenas he approched nigh in vew. 
By certaine f ignes he plainely him defcryde. 
To be the man, that with fuch fcornefuli prj'de 
Had him abufde, and fhamed yefterday ; 
Therefore mifdoubting, leaft he (hould mifguyde 
His former malice to fome new aflay. 

He caft to keepe him felfe fo fafely as he may. 

By this the other came in place likewife. 

And couching clofe his fpeare and all his powre, 430 

As bent to fome malicious enterprife, 

He bad him ftand, t'abide the bitter ftoure 

Of his fore vengeaunce, or to make auoure 

Of the lewd words and deedes, which he had done : 

With that ran at him, as he would deuoure 

His life attonce ; who nought could do, but (hun 

The perill of his pride, or elfe be ouerrun. / 

Yet he him ftill purfew'd from place to place, 
With full intent him cruelly to kill ; 

1. 430, 'and alV^V^x, Morris queries 'with ali: 
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And like a wilde goate round about did chace, 440 
Flying the fury of his bloudy will. 
But his bed fuccour and refuge was flill 
Behinde his Ladies backe ; who to him cryde, 
And called oft with prayers loud and fhrill, 
As euer he to Lady was affyde, 
To fpare her Knight, and reft with reafon pacifyde. 

But he the more thereby enraged was, 

And with more eager felneffe him purfew'd : 

So that at length, after long weary chace, 

Hauing by chaunce a clofe aduantage vew'd, 450 

He ouer raught him, hauing long efchew'd 

His violence in vaine, and with his fpere 

Strooke through his fhoulder, that the blood enfew'd 

In great aboundance, as a well it were. 

That forth out of an hill frefh gufhing did appere. 

Yet ceaft he not for all that cruell wound, 
But chafte him dill, for all his Ladies cry ; 
Not fatisfyde till on the fatall ground 
He faw his life powrd forth difpiteoufly : 
The which was certes in great ieopardy, 460 

Had not a wondrous chaunce his refkue wrought, 
And faued from his cruell villany. 
Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought : 

That in another Canto fhall to end be brought 

L 439f ; for ,— accepted ; and so U. 443, 458 : I. 448, : for ,— accepted. 
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Cant. I IIII. 




Cahpine by afaluagt man 
from Turpi m reflxwed is ; 

And ivhylefl an Infant from a Bmn 
kefaues, kis lone doth mijfc. 




Like as a fliip with dreadfull ftorme long toft, 
Hauing fpent all her maftes and her ground-hold, 
Now farre from harbour likely to be loft, 
At laft fome fiflier barke doth neare behold, 
That giueth comfort to her courage cold. lo 

Such was the ftate of this moft courteous knight 
Being oppreffed by that faytour bold, 
That he remayned in moft perilous plight. 
And his fad Ladie left in pitifuU affright. 

Till that by fortune, paiTing all forefight, 

A faluagc man, which in thofe woods did wonne, 
Drawne with that Ladies loud and piteous Ihright, 
Toward the fame inccflantly did ronne, 
To vnderftand what there was to be donne. 
There he this moft difcourteous crauen found, 20 
As fiercely yet, as when he firft begonne, 

l- 3i ; for , — accepted. 
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Chafing the gentle Calepine around, 
Ne fparing him the more for all his grieuous wound. 

The faluage man, that neuer till this houre 
Did tafte of pittie, neither gentlefle knew, 
Seeing his fharpe afTault and cruell ftoure 
Was much emmoued at his perils vew, / 
That euen his ruder hart began to rew, 
And feele compaffion of his euill plight 
Againft his foe, that did him fo purfew : 30 

From whom he meant to free him, if he might, 

And him auenge of that fo villenous defpight. 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 
Ne knew the vfe of warlike inftruments, 
Saue fuch as fudden rage him lent to fmite. 
But naked without needfull vcftiments, 
To clad his corpfe with meete habiliments, 
He cared not for dint of fword nor fpecre. 
No more then for the ftroke of ftrawes or bents : 
For from his mothers wombe, which him did beare 

He was invulnerable made by Magicke leare. 4 1 

He flayed not faduize, which way were bed 
His foe t'aflayle, or how himfelfe to gard. 
But with fierce fury and with force infeft 
Vpon him ran ; who being well prepard. 
His firft affault full warily did ward, 
And with the pufh of his fharp-pointed fpcare 
Full on the breaft him ftrooke, fo ftrong and hard. 
That forft him backe recoyle, and reelc areare ; 

Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud appeare. 50 

!• 30^ ,— accepted. 
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With that the \vyld man more enraged grew, 
Like to a Tygre that hath mill his pray, 
And with mad mood againe vpon him flew, 
Regarding neither fpeare, that mote him flay. 
Nor his fierce deed, that mote him much difoiay. 
The fakiage nation doth all dread defpize : 
Tho on his (hield he griple hold did lay. 
And held the fame fo hard, that by no wize 

He could him force to loofe, or leaue his enterprize. 

Long / did he wreft and wring it to and fro, 6o 

And euery way did try, but all in vaine : 
For he would not his greedie grype forgoe. 
But hayld and puld with all his might and maine. 
That from his deed him nigh he drew againe. 
Who hauing now no vfe of his long fpeare, 
So nigh at hand, nor force his fliield to ftraine. 
Both fpeare and fhield, as things that needleffe were. 

He quite forfooke, and fled himfelfe away for feare. 

But after him the wyld man ran apace 

And him purfewed with importune fpeed, 70 

(For he was fwift as any Bucke in chace) 

And had he not in his extreameft need, 

Bene helped through the fwiftnefle of his fteed. 

He had him ouertaken in his flight. 

Who euer, as he faw him nigh fucceed, 

Gan cry aloud with horrible aflfright. 

And fhrieked out ; a thing vncomely for a knight. 

But when the Saluage faw his labour vaine, 
In following of him, that fled fo faft, 

1. 63, ^ hard' I 1. 77, ; for , — accepted. 
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He wearie woxe, and backe returned againe 80 

With fpeede vnto the place, whereas he laft 
Had left that couple, nere their vtmoft caft. 
There he that knight full forely bleeding found 
And eke the Ladie fearefuUy aghaft, 
Both for the perill of the prefent ftound. 
And alfo for the Iharpneffe of her rankling wound. 

For though (he were right glad, fo rid to bee 
From that vile lozell, which her late offended. 
Yet now no leffe encombrance (he did fee. 
And perill by this faluage man pretended ; / 90 

Gainfl whom (he faw no meanes to be defended, 
By reafon that her knight was wounded fore. 
Therefore her felfe (he wholy recommended 
To Gods fole grace, whom (he did oft implore. 

To fend her fuccour, being of all hope forlore. 

But the wyld man, contrarie to her feare. 

Came to her creeping like a fawning hound. 

And by rude tokens made to her appeare 

His deepe compaffion of her dolefull ftound, 

Kiffing his hands, and crouching to the ground; 100 

For other language had he none nor fpeach, 

But a foft murmure, and confufed found 

Of fenfeleffe words, which nature did him teach, 

T'expreffe his paffions, which his reafon did empeach. 

And comming likewife to the wounded knight. 
When he beheld the ftreames of purple blood 
Yet flowing frefti, as moued with the fight, 
He made great mone after his faluage mood : 

1. 108, : for , — accepted. 
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And running flreight into the thickeft wood, 
A ccrtaine hcrbe from thence vnto him brought, i lo 
Whofe vertuc he by vfe well vnderflood : 
The iuyce whereof into his wound he wrought, 
And Hopt the bleeding ftraight, ere he it (launched 
thought. 

Then taking vp that Recreants (hield and fpeare, 
Which card he lefl, he fignes vnto them made, 
With him to wend vnto his wonning neare : 
To which he eafily did them perfwade, 
Farrc in the forreft by a hollow glade, 
Couered with moffie fhrubs, which fpredding brode 
Did vndcrneath them make a gloomy fliade ; 120 
There foot of liuing creature neuer trode, 

Ne fcarfc wyld bcafts durft come, there was this wights 
abode. 

Thcthcr / he brought thefe vnacquainted guefls ; 
To whom faire femblance, as he could, he (hewed 
By fignes, by lookes, and all his other gefts. 
But the bare ground, with hoarie moffe beftrowed, 
Rluft be their bed ; their pillow was vnfowed. 
And the frutcs of the forreft was their feaft : 
r^or their bad Stuard neither ploughed nor fowed, 
Nc fed on flefh, ne euer of wyld beaft 130 

Did taftc the bloud, obaying natures firft beheaft. 

Yet howfoeuer bafe and meane it were, 

They tooke it well, and thanked God for all, 

1. 117, (.)— acceptwl : 1. I2i, *lVhere*i ib,^ Uroade* : 1. 123, « Tnithcr"\ 
1. 127, ; for , — accepted. 
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Which had them freed from that deadly feare, 
And fau*d from being to that caytiue thrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were themfelues a while to reft, 
Glad of that eafement, though it were but fmall ; 
That hauing there their wounds a while redreft, 
They mote the abler be to paffe vnto the reft. 140 

During which time, that wyld man did apply 
His beft endeuour, and his daily paine, 
In feeking all the woods both farre and nye 
For herbes to dreffe their wounds; ftill feeming faine 
When ought he did, that did their lyking gaine. 
So as ere long he had that knightes wound 
Recured well, and made him whole againe : 
But that fame Ladies hurts no herbe he found. 

Which could redreffe, for it was inwardly vnfound. 

Now when as Calepifu was woxcn ftrong, 150 

Vpon a day he caft abrode to wend, 
To take the ayre, and heare the thrulhes fong, 
Vnarm'd, as fearing neither foe nor frend, / 
And without fword his perfon to defend. 
There him befell, vnlooked for before, 
An hard aduenture with vnhappie end ; 
A cruell Beare, the which an infant bore 

Betwixt his bloodie iawes, befprinckled all with gore. 

The litle babe did loudly fcrike and fquall. 

And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill, 160 

1. 135, *caUive'i 1. 148, 'hurt*-. 1. 156, ; for ,— accepted : L 159, 'fcritlu: 
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As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 
To CaUpifu^ whofe eares thofe (hricches flirill 
Percing his hart with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him, he ran with zealous hade. 
To refcue th' infant, ere he did him kill : 
Whom though he faw now fomewhat ouerpaft. 
Yet by the cry he followed, and purfewed falL 

Well then him chaunfl his heauy armes to want, 
Whofe burden mote empeach his needfuU fpeed, 
And hinder him from h'bertie to pant : 1 70 

For hauing long time, as his daily weed, 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need. 
Now wanting them he felt himfelfe fo light, 
That like an Hauke, which feeling her felfe freed 
From bcls and iefTes, which did let her flight. 

Him fccm*d his feet did fly, and in their fpeed delight 

So well he fped him, that the wearie Beare 
Ere long he ouertooke, and ford to (lay. 
And without weapon him afl*ayling neare, 
Compcld him foone the fpoyle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the bead enrag'd to loofe his pray, 181 
Vpon him turned, and with greedie force 
And furie, to be crofled in his way, 
Gaping full wyde, did thinke without remorfe 

To be aucng'd on him, and to deuoure his corfe. 

But / the bold knight no whit thereat difmayd. 
But catching vp in hand a ragged ftone, 

L 181, ^prcy: 
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Which lay thereby (fo fortune him did ayde) 
Vpon him ran, and thruft it all attone 
Into his gaping throte, that made him grone 190 
And gafpe for breath, that he nigh choked was, 
Being vnable to digeft that bone ; 
Ne could it vpward come, nor downward paffe, 
Ne could he brooke the coldneffe of the ftony maffe. 

Whom when as he thus combred did behold, 
Stryuing in vaine that nigh his bowels brad, 
He with him clofd, and laying mightie hold 
Vpon his throte, did gripe his gorge fo faft, 
That wanting breath, him downe to ground he caft ; 
And then oppreffing him with vrgent paine, 200 
Ere long enforft to breath his vtmoft blaft, 
Gnafhing his cruell teeth at him in vaine, 

And threatning his fharpe clawes, now wanting powre 
to flraine. 

Then tooke he vp betwixt his armes twaine 
The litle babe, fweet relickes of his pray ; 
Whom pitying to heare fo fore complaine. 
From his foft eyes the teares he wypt away. 
And from his face the filth that did it ray : 
And euery litle limbe he fearcht around. 
And euery part, that vnder fweathbands lay, 210 
Leafl that the beads fliarpe teeth had any wound 

Made in his tender flefh ; but whole them all he found. 

So hauing all his bands againe vptyde. 

He with him thought backe to retume againe : 

1. 208, : for , — accepted ; and so 1. 212. 
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But when he lookt about oo eoerjr f yde. 
To weet which way were beft to entcrtaine, / 
To bring him to the place, where he would faim 
He could no path nor trad of foot defciy, 
Ne by inquirie leame, nor ghefle by ayaie. 
For nought but woods and forrefls farre and nyi 
That all about did clofe the compaflfe of his e>x. 

Much was he then encombred, ne could tell 

Which way to take : now Weft he went a wluk 
Then North ; then neither, but as fortune felL 
So vp and downe he wandred many a mile. 
With wearie trauell and vncertainc toile. 
Yet nought the nearer to his ioumeys end ; 
And euermore his louely litle fpoile 
Crying for food, did greatly him offend. 

So all that day in wandring vainely he did fpend. 

At laft about the fetting of the Sunne, 
Him felfe out of the foreft he did >vynd, 
And by good fortune the plaine champion wonn 
Where looking all about, where he mote fynd 
Some place of fuccour to content his mynd. 
At length he heard vnder the forrefts fyde 
A voice, that feemed of fome woman kynd. 
Which to her felfe lamenting loudly cryde, 

And oft complayn'd of fate, and Fortune oft defyc 

To whom approching, when as fhe perceiued 
A ftranger wight in place, her plaint (he ftayd, 

1, 239, capital F — accepted. 
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As if fhe doubted to haue bene decerned, 
Or loth to let her forrovves be bewrayd. 
Whom when as Calepine faw fo difmayd, 
He to her drew, and with faire blandilhment 
Her chearing vp, thus gently to her fayd ; 
What be you wofull Dame, which thus lament. 
And for what caufe declare, fo mote ye not repent ? 

To / whom fhe thus ; what need me Sir to tell, 

That which your felfe haue erft ared fo right ? 250 
A wofull dame ye haue me termed well ; 
So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redreffed be by liuing wight 
NathlefTe (quoth he) if need doe not you bynd, 
Doe it difclofe, to eafe your grieued fpright : 
Oftimes it haps, that forrowes of the mynd 

Find remedie vnfought, which fceking cannot fynd. 

Then thus began the lamentable Dame ; 

Sith then ye needs will know the griefe I hoord, 
I am thVnfortunate Matilde by name, 260 

The wife of bold Sir Bruin^ who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquered by his fword 
From a great Gyant, called Carfnoraunt ; 
Whom he did ouerthrow by yonder foord, 
And in three battailes did fo deadly daunt. 

That he dare not retume for all his daily vaunt 

So is my Lord now feiz'd of all the land, 
As in his fee, with peaceable eftate, 
And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 
Ne any dares with him for it debate. 270 

« 
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But to thefe happie fortunes, cruell Fate 
Hath ioyn'd one euill, which doth ouerthrow 
All thefe our ioyes, and all our blifTe abate ; 
And like in time to further ill to grow. 
And all this land with endlefie loflfe to ouerflow. 

For th*heauens enuying our profperitie, 

Haue not vouchfaft to graunt vnto vs twaine 

The gladfull bleffing of pofteritie, 

Which we might fee after our felues remaine / 

In th'heritage of our vnhappie paine : 280 

So that for want of heires it to defend, 

All is in time like to retume againe 

To that foule feend, who dayly doth attend 

To leape into the fame after our Hues end. 

But moft my Lord is grieued herewithall, 

And makes exceeding mone, when he does thinke 

That all this land vnto his foe fhall fall, 

For which he long in vaine did fweat and fwinke, 

That now the fame he greatly doth forthinke. 

Yet was it fayd, there (hould to him a fonne 290 

Be gotten^ not begoiietty which fhould drinke 

And dry vp all the water, which doth ronne 

In the next brooke, by who that feend fhold be fordonnc. 

Well hop't he then, when this was prophefide, 
That from his fides fome noble chyld fhould rize^ 
The which through fame fhould farre be magnifide, 
And this proud gyant fhould with braue emprize 

1. 271, capital F accepted : 1. 272, * ouerthow* in '96 : L 280, *§f«ut 
vnhapfit paiiiiy and so 1609, 161 1, etc. Church suggested *p/tjidsm 
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Quite ouerthrow, who now ginnes to defpize 
The good Sir Bruin^ growing farre in yeares ; 
Who thinkes from me his forrow all doth rize. 300 
Lo this my caufe of griefe to you appeares ; 
For which I thus doe mourne, and poure forth ceafeleffe 
teares. 

Which when he heard, he inly touched was 

With tender ruth for her vnworthy griefe : 

And when he had deuized of her cafe, 

He gan in mind conceiue a fit reliefe 

For all her paine, if pleafe her make the priefe. 

And hauing cheared her, thus faid ; faire Dame, 

In euils, counfell is the comfort chiefe ; 

Which though I be not wife enough to frame, 3 10 
Yet as I well it meane, vouchfafe it without blame. 

If /that the caufe of this your languilhment 
Be lacke of children ; to fupply your place, 
Lo how good fortune doth to you prefent 
This litle babe, o fweete and louely face, 
And fpotleffe fpirit, in which y^ may enchace 
What euer formes ye lift thereto apply. 
Being now foft and fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye lift him traine in cheualry. 

Or nourfle vp in lore of learn'd Philofophy. 320 

And certes it hath oftentimes bene feene. 

That of the like, whofe linage was vnknowne, 

L 3G4, : for , — accepted : 1. 309, , after * euUs ' and ; (for : of 1609) 
after * chiefe * and , of '96 : 1. 313, ; after * children * for ,— pat after *^lace ' 
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More braue and noble knights haue rayfed beene. 
As their victorious deedes haue often ftiowen. 
Being with fame through many Nations blowen, 
Then thofe, which haue bene dandled in the lap. 
Therefore fome thought, that thofe braue imps were 
Here by the Gods, and fed with heauenly fap, (fowen 
That made them grow fo high t'all honorable hap. 

The Ladie, hearkning to his fenfefuU f[3each, 330 

Found nothing that he faid, vnmeet nor geafon, 
Hauing oft feene it tr>-de, as he did teach. 
Therefore incl\-ning to his goodly reafon» 
Agreeing well both with the place and feafon. 
She gladly did of that fame babe accept. 
As of her owne by liuerey and feifin ; 
And hauing ouer it a litle wept, 

She bore it thence, and euer as her o\^Tie it kept. 

Right glad was Calepifie to be fo rid 

Of his young charge, whereof he (killed nought : 340 

Ne (he leffe glad ; for (he fo wifely did. 

And with her hu(band vnder hand fo wrought, / 

That when that infant vnto him (he brought, I 

She made him thinke it furely was his owne, ) 

And it in goodly thewes fo well vpbrought. 

That it became a famous knight well knowne, ((howne. 

And did right noble deedes, the which elfwhere are 

But Calepiney now being left alone 

Vnder the greenewoods fide in forie plight, 

IL 324PS wilhin ( ) : L 330, , after * Ladit *— accepted ; and 1. 33^ 
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Withouten armes or fteede to ride vpon, 350 

Or houfe to hide his head from heauens fpight, 
Albe that Dame by all the meanes fhe might, 
Him oft defired home with her to wend, 
And ofTred him, his courtefie to requite, 
Both horfe and armes, and what fo elfe to lend ; 
Yet he them all refufd, though thankt her as a frend. 

And for exceeding griefe which inly grew, 
That he his loue fo luckleffe now had loft, 
On the cold ground, maugre himfelfe he threw. 
For fell defpight, to be fo forely croft ; 360 

And there all night himfelfe in anguifli toft. 
Vowing, that neuer he in bed againe 
His Hmbes would reft, ne lig in eafe emboft. 
Till that his Ladies fight he mote attaine. 

Or vnderftand, that fhe in fafetie did remaine. 

1- 352, ('b • • • wi''*Oi and !• 354» (^'-f • • • retjuiie) : 1. 355, ; for , — 
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Cant. I V. 








Thefaluageferues Matilda well 
iilljhe Prince Arthurefynd; 

Who her together with his Squyre 
with th^ Hermit Uaues behjmd. 





OWhat an eaf ie thing is to defcry 
The gentle bloud, how euer it be wrapt 
In fad misfortunes foule deformity, 
And wretched forrowes, which haue often hapt ? 
For howfoeuer it may grow mif-fhapt, 10 

Like this wyld man, being vndifciplynd, 
That to all vertue it may feeme vnapt, 
Yet will it (hew fome fparkes of gentle mynd, 
And at the lad breake forth in his owne proper kynd. 

That plainely may in this wyld man be red, 
Who though he were ftill in this defert wood, 
Mongft faluage beads, both rudely borne and bred, 
Ne euer faw faire guize, ne learned good. 
Yet fhewd fome token of his gentle blood, 
By gentle vfage of that wretched Dame. 20 

F'or certes he was borne of noble blood. 
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How euer by hard hap he hether came ; 
As ye may know, when time (hall be to tell the fame. 

Who when as now long time he lacked had 
The good Sir CaUpine, that farre was ftrayd, 
Did wexe exceeding forrowfuU and fad, 
As he of fome misfortune were afrayd : / 
And leauing there this Ladie all difmayd, 
Went forth ftreightway into the forreft wyde, 
To feeke, if he perchance a fleepe were layd, 30 

Or what fo elfe were vnto him betyde : 

He fought him farre & neare, yet him no where he fpyde. 

Tho backe returning to that forie Dame, 
He fhewed femblant of exceeding mone. 
By fpeaking fignes,-as he them bed could frame ; 
Now wringing both his wretched hands in one, 
Now beating his hard head vpon a (lone, 
That ruth it was to fee him fo lament. 
By which (he well perceiuing, what was done, 
Gan teare her hayre, and all her garments rent, 40 

And beat her bread, and piteoufly her felfe torment. 

Vpon the ground her felfe (he fiercely threw, 
Regardleffe of her wounds, yet bleeding rife, 
That with their bloud did all the flore imbrew, 
As if her bread new launcht with murdrous knife, 
Would dreight diflodge the wretched wearie life. 
There die long groueling, and deepe groning lay, 
As if her vitall powers were at drife 

1. 22, 'hithtr'x L 30, ^ aJUept^ \ 1. 45, *launc't^\ I. 49, : for ,—ac- 
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^ :tr frron^'sr dratT; and fraiiry^ ^wn^ 
buzL vr^^rt thH l<adisF pangs^ and dakijuu*. mSm\ 50 



^' 'rrjiT. v.-her. tht Saic^iT fair fo ihar ffifireft. 

Kt reared her vr- f r um the hknfie gTcnadL 
Aiii fau^bi m- al! the meaner. tJutt itt aoHld beft, 
H*r ti rerurc out of thai ftoxnr fviazzid. 
And ftciunch the bieedhi^ of hsr 
Vst Tiou'ic fne be recomfoned for 
Nt ceaft hs-T farrow and nnp a liec 
Lut day and ni^rht did I'cxe her carefsD tlioimlit. 
And euer mzjrrt and more her owne afBk^xxi mm^h t 

At lenf^th, when a« no hope of his icluum e 60 

She faT*- now lefi, flie caft to leaoe the plaoe. 
And wend abrode. though feebie and fo i kwu c. 
To feeke fome comfort in that foric cafe 
J lis fteede now ftrong throngh reft fo Ions' * fpace, 
Well as fhe could, fbe got, and did bedigfat. 
And being thereon mounted, forth did pace, 
W'ithoulen guide, her to conduct aright. 

Or jjard her to defend from bold oppreiTors might 

Whom when her Hoft faw readie to depart. 

He would not fuffer her alone to fare, 70 

13ut gan himfelfe addreflfe to take her part. 
Thofe warlike armcs, which Cakfifu whyleare 
Had left behind, he gan eftfoones prepare. 
And put them all about himfelfe \Tifit, 
His fliield, his helmet, and his curats bare ; 

1. 56, ' nould^ : 1. 75, ; for .— Accepted. 
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But without fword vpon his thigh to fit : 
Sir Calepine himfelfe away had hidden it 

So forth they traueld an vneuen payre, 

That mote to all men feeme an vncouth fight ; 

A faluage man matcht with a Ladie fay re, 80 

That rather feem'd the conqueft of his might, 

Gotten by fpoyle, then purchaced aright. 

But he did her attend mod carefully, 

And faithfully did feme both day and night, 

Withouten thought of (hame or villeny, 

Ne euer fhewed f igne of foule difloyalty. 

Vpon a day as on their way they went, 
It chaunfl: fome furniture about her deed 
To be difordred by fome accident : 
Which to redreffe, (he did th*affiftance need / 90 
Of this her g^oome : which he by f ignes did reede ; 
And ftreight his combrous armes af ide did lay 
Vpon the ground, withouten doubt or dreed, 
And in his homely wize began to aflay 

T'amend what was amiffe, and put in right aray. 

Bout which whileft he was bufied thus hard, 
Lo where a knight together with his fquire, 
All arm'd to point, came ryding thetherward, 
Which feemed by their portance and attire, 
To be two errant knights, that did inquire loo 

After aduentures, where they mote them get 
Thofe were to weet (if that ye it require) 

L 91, : and ; for , — accepted : and 1. 98, , after ^ painty also ' thither. 
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Prince Arthur and young Timias^ which met 
By flraunge occafion, that here needs forth be fet 

After that Timias had againe recured 
The fauour of Belp/iebe, (as ye heard) 
And of her grace did (land againe affured, 
To happie bliffe he was full high vprear'd, 
Nether of enuy, nor of chaunge afeard, 
Though many foes did him maligne therefore, iio 
And with vniuft detraflion him did beard ; 
Yet he himfelfe fo well and wifely bore, 

That in her foueraine lyking he dwelt euermore. 

But of them all, which did his mine feeke 

Three mightie enemies did him moft defpight, 
Three mightie ones, and cruell minded eeke. 
That him not onely fought by open might 
To ouerthrow, but to fupplant by flight. 
The firft of them by name was cald Dcfpetto^ 
Exceeding all the refl: in powre and hight ; 120 

The fecond not fo ftrong but wife, Decetto ; 

The third nor ftrong nor wife, but fpightfullcft Defetto. 

Oftimes / their fundry powres they did employ, 

And feucrall dcceipts, but all in vaine : 

For neither they by force could him deftroy, 

Ne yet entrap in trcafons fubtill traine. 

Therefore confpiring all together plaine. 

They did their counfels now in one compound ; 

Where fingled forces faile, conioynd may g^ine. 

The Blatant Beajl the fitteft meanes they found, 1 30 
To worke his vttcr fhame, and throughly him confound. 

1. 115, ^en'mUs' 
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Vpon a day as they the time did waite, 

When he did raunge the wood for faluage game, 
They fent that Blatant Beajl to be a baite. 
To draw him from his deare beloued dame, 
Vnwares into the daunger of defame. 
For well they wift, that Squire to be fo bold, 
That no one bead in forreft wylde or tame, 
Met him in chafe, but he it challenge would, 

And plucke the pray oftimes out of their greedy 
hould. 

The hardy boy, as they deuifed had, 141 

Seeing the vgly Monfter paffing by, 

Vpon him fet, of perill nought adrad, 

Ne (kilfull of the vncouth ieopardy ; 

And charged him fo fierce and furioufly, 

That his great force vnable to endure. 

He forced was to turne from him and fly : 

Yet ere he fled, he with his tooth impure 
Him heedlefle bit, the whiles he was thereof fecure. 

Securely he did after him purfew. 

Thinking by fpeed to ouertake his flight ; < 50 

Who through thicke woods and brakes & briers him 
*To weary him the more, and wafte his fpight, / (drew. 
So that he now has almoft fpent his fpright. 
Till that at length vnto a woody glade 
He came, whofe couert ftopt his further fight. 
There his three foes fhrowded in guilefull (hade. 

Out of their ambufh broke, and gan him to inuade. 

1. 140, ' hoUU * : L 146, (Afx . . . endure). 
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Sharpcly they all attonce did him aflaile. 

Burning with inward rancour and defpight, i6o 

And heaped flrokes did round about him haile 

With fo huge force, that Teemed nothing might 

Beare ofT their blowes, from percing thorough quite. 

Yet he them all fo warily did ward, 

That none of them in his foft flefti did bite. 

And all the while his backe for befl faf^ard. 

He lent againil a tree, that backeward onfet bard. 

Like a w>'lde Bull, that being at a bay, 
Is bayted of a maftiffe, and a hound, 
And a curre-dog ; that doe him (harpe afTay 170 
On euery fide, and beat about him round ; 
But moft that curre, barking with bitter fownd, 
And creeping flill behinde, doth him incomber, 
That in his chauffe he digs the trampled ground, 
And threats his horns, and bellowes like the thonder; 

So did that Squire his foes difperfe, and driue afonder. 

Him well behoued fo ; for his three foes 
Sought to cncompaffe him on euery fide. 
And dangcroufly did round about enclofe. 
But moft of all Defetto him annoyde, 180 

Creeping behinde him ftill to haue deftroyde : 
So did Decetto eke him circumuent, 
But ftout Defpetto in his greater pryde. 
Did front him face to face againft him bent ; 

Yet he them all withftood, and often made relenL 



1. 172, , after ^ curve" — accepted, and 1. 175, ; for , : 1. 184, ; for,— 

accepted. 
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Till / that at length nigh tyrd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward, 
He gan to fhrinke, and fomewhat to giue place, 
Full like ere long to haue efcaped hard ; 
When as vn wares he in the forreft heard 190 

A trampling fteede, that with his neighing faft 
Did warne his rider be vppon his gard ; 
With noife whereof the Squire now nigh aghafl, 

Reuiued was, and fad difpaire away did cad. 

Eftfoones he fpide a Knight approching nye, 
Who feeing one in fo great daunger fet 
Mongft many foes, him felfe did fafter hye ; 
To refkue him, and his weake part abet, 
For pitty fo to fee him ouerfet. 
Whom foone as his three enemies did vew, 200 

They fled, and faft into the wood did get : 
Him booted not to thinke them to purfew. 

The couert was fo thicke, that did no paffage (hew. 

Then turning to that fwaine, him well he knew 
To be his Timias, his owne true Squire : 
Whereof exceeding glad, he to him drew. 
And him embracing twixt his armes entire. 
Him thus befpake ; My liefe, my lifes defire, 
Why haue ye me alone thus long yleft ? 
Tell me what worlds defpight, or heauens yre 210 
Hath you thus long away from me bereft ? 

Where haue ye all this while bin wandring, where bene 
weft? 

1. 205, : for , — accepted. 
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With that, he f ighed deepe for inwaixl tyne : 
To whom the Squire nought aunfwered againe. 
But fhedding few foft teares from tender eyne, 
His deare affe6l with f ilence did reftraine, / 
And fhut vp all his plaint in priuy paine. 
There they awhile fome gracious fpeaches fpent, 
As to them feemed fit, time to entertaine. 
After all which vp to their fteedes they went, 220 

And forth together rode a comely couplement 

So now they be arriued both in fight 

Of this wyld man, whom they full bufie found 
About the fad Serena things to dight, 
With thofe braue armours lying on the ground, 
That feem'd the fpoile of fome right well renownd. 
Which when that Squire beheld, he to them (lept. 
Thinking to take them from that hylding hound : 
But he it feeing, lightly to him lept. 

And fternely with ftrong hand it from his handling kept 

Gnafhing his grinded teeth with griefly looke, 231 

And fparkling fire out of his furious eyne, 
Him with his fift vn wares on th'head he (Irooke, 
That made him downe vnto the earth encline ; 
Whence foonc vpftarting much he gan repine, 
And laying hand vpon his wrathfuU blade, 
Thought therewithall forthwith him to haue (laine, 
Who it perceiuing, hand vpon him layd, 

And greedily him griping, his auengement ftayd. 

With that aloude the faire Serefia cryde 240 

Vnto the Knight, them to difpart in twaine : 

1. 213, , after */Ai/* : L 219, , after 'JU' \ 1. 228, * hiidifig: 
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Who to them ftepping did them foone diuide, 
And did from further violence reftraine, 
Albe the wyld-mari hardly would refraine. 
Then gan the Prince, of her for to demand, 
What and from whence (he was, and by what traine 
She fell into that falus^e villaines hand, 
And whether free with him (he now were, or in band. 

To / whom (he thus ; I am, as now ye fee, 

The wretchedft Dame, that Hue this day on ground ; 

Who both in minde, the which moft grieueth me, 251 

And body haue receiu'd a mortall wound, 

That hath me driuen to this drery ftound. 

I was erewhile, the loue of Calepine : 

Who whether he aliue be to be found. 

Or by fome deadly chaunce be done to pine. 

Since I him lately lod, vneath is to define. 

In falus^e forred I him lod of late, 

Where I had furely long ere this bene dead,' 

Or elfe remained in mod wretched date, 260 

Had not this wylde man in that wofuU dead 

Kept, and deliuered me from deadly dread. 

In fuch a faluage -wight, of bruti(h kynd, 

Amongd wilde beades in defert forreds bred, 

It is mod draunge and wonderfuU to fynd 

So milde humanity, and perfefl gentle mynd. 

Let me therefore this fauour for him (inde, 

That ye will not your wrath vpon him wreake, 

1. 250, ; for ,— accepted ; and I. 254, : for ,: ibid.^ Dr. Morris mistakenly 
gives Uivesy and queries '/rzv,' which is 1596 text Professor Child prints 
' livid ^ grammatically and every way bad. 
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Sith he cannot exprefTe his fimple minde, 
Ne yours concciue, ne but by tokens fpeake : 270 
Small praife to proue your powre on wight fo weakc 
With fuch faire words (he did their heate aflTwage^ 
And the ftrong courfe of their difpleafure breake, 
That they to pitty tumd their former rage. 
And each fought to fupply the office of her page. 

So hauing all things well about her dight. 
She on her way caft forward to proceede. 
And they her forth conduced, where they might 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her g^reat neede. / 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed ; 280 
And eke this Squire, who likewife wounded was 
Of that fame Monfter late, for lacke of heed. 
Now gan to faint, and further could not pas 

Through fcebleneffe, which all his limbes oppreflfed has. 

So forth they rode together all in troupe. 

To feeke fome place, the which mote yeeld fome cafe 

To thefe f icke tvvaine, that now began to droupe : 

And all the way the Prince fought to appeafe 

The bitter anguifli of their (harpe difeafe. 

By all the courteous meanes he could inuent ; 290 

Somcwhile with merry purpofe fit to pleafe, 

And otherwhile with good encouragement, 

To make them to endure the pains did them torment 

Mongfft which, Serefia did to him relate 

The foule difcourt'fies and vnknightly parts, 

1. 287, : for ,— accepted ; and 1. 290, ; for , : 1. 293, , after '/ouv* io 
^96 removed, as in 1609. 
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Which Turpine had vnto her fliewed late, 
Without compaffion of her cruell fmarts : 
Although Blandma did with all her arts 
Him otherwife perfwade, all that fhe might ; 
Yet he of malice, without her defarts, 300 

Not onely her excluded late at night, 
But alfo trayteroufly did wound her weary Knight. 

Wherewith the Prince fore moued, there auoud, 
That foone as he returned backe againe, 
He would auenge th'abufes of that proud 
And fhamefull Knight, of whom fhe did complaine. 
This wize did they each other entertaine, 
To paffe the tedious trauell of the way ; 
Till towards night they came vnto a plaine, 
By which a little Hermitage there lay, 310 

Far from all neighbourhood, the which annoy it may. 

And / nigh thereto a little Chappell ftoode, 
Which being all with Yuy ouerfpred, 
Deckt all the roofe, and (hadowing the roode, 
Seem'd like a groue faire braunched ouer hed : 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 
In ftreight obferuaunce of religious vow, 
Was wont his howres and holy things to bed ; 
And therein he likewife was praying now, 

Whenas thefe Knights arriu'd, they wift not where nor 
how. 320 

They ftayd not there, but ftreight way in did pas. 
Whom when the Hermite prefent faw in place, 

L 397, : for ,-*acoepted. 
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•If ~iJT^ itl;zr.« ar-i -s^rrjdi ooctesticMis toyle. 
The rir-.t :f kni^hriccc he did diiauow, 
J-^.i hir ~-z •'p his ime? ar.i ^irarlike fpo>*le, 
Fr:s ill :lli -. :rlii :-::=:rriu::ce did himfelfe uttoyit. 



Ler.irz velr ::eeies :: j^To^e ^iwn the greene : 340 
Srr.i'.l "■■ is h:5 h:u:"e. sr.d like a little cage, 
F'.r hi; c"^ r.e :-rr.e, >-e: :r'.y neate and dene, / 
L'jc-r. -aith jreere bcu^hes, ard flowers gay befeene. 
Thc-reir. he then: full fiire did entertaine 
Not -.ith fuch fcrged ihcsi-es, as titter beene 
For CLurtirg fccles, that curtefics would faine, 
liu*. with CT.tfre anecrion and appearaunce plaine. 



Y^ v/a.-, their fare but homely, fuch as bee 
IjA vfc, his feeble bc-dy to f-ftaine ; 
Thf: v,hich full gladly they did take in glee, 
.Su'^h as it was. ne did of want complaine. 
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But being well fuffiz'd, them reiled faine. 
But faire Serene all night could take no reft, 
Ne yet that gentle Squire, for grieuous paine 
Of their late woundes, the which the Blatant Beajl 
Had giuen them, whofe griefe through fuffraunce fore 
increaft. 

So all that night they paft in g^eat difeafe, 
Till that the morning, bringing earely light 
To guide mens labours, brought them alfo eafe. 
And fome afTwagement of their painefull plight 360 
Then vp the^ rofe, and gan them felues to dight 
Vnto their ioumey ; but that Squire and Dame 
So faint and feeble were, that they ne might 
Endure to trauell, nor one foote to frame : 

Their hearts were f icke, their fides were fore, their feete 
were lame. 

Therefore the Prince, whom great affaires in mynd 
Would not permit, to make their lenger ftay. 
Was forced there to leaue them both behynd. 
In that good Hermits charge, whom he did pray 
To tend them well. So forth he went his way, 370 
And with him eke the faluage, that whyleare 
Seeing his royall vfage and array. 
Was greatly growne in loue of that braue pere, 

Would needes depart, as (hall declared be elfewhere. 

1. 354, , after *5fj»ifr'— accepted; 1. 367, Uhen* i 11. 371-3 within 
(). 
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^J O wound, which w-arlike hand of enemy 
y Intlicts with dint of fword, fo fore doth lig^t, 
As doth the po\"fnous lling, which Infamy 
Infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
For by no art, nor any leaches might lO 

It euer can recured be againe ; 
Ne all the fkill, which that immortall fpright 
Of Podalyrius did in it retaine, 
Can remedy fuch hurts ; fuch hurts are helliih paine. 

Such were the wounds, the which that Blatant Beaft 
Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame ; 
And being fuch, were now much more increaft. 
For want of taking heede vnto the fame, 
That now corrupt and cureleffe they became. 
Ilowbe that carefull Hcrmite did his bed, 20 

With many kindes of medicines meete, to tame 

L 8, capital I— accepted. 
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The poyfnous humour, which did mod infeft 
Their ranckling wounds, & euery day them duely dreft. 

For he right well in Leaches craft was feene, 
And through the long experience of his dayes, 
Which had in many fortunes toffed beene, 
And paft through many perillous afTayes, / 
He knew the diuerfe went of mortall wayes, 
And in the mindes of men had great infight ; 
Which with fage counfell, when they went aftray, 30 
He could enforme, and them reduce aright, 

And al the paffios heale, which woud the weaker fpright. 

For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight, 
As any one, that liued in his daies, 
And proued oft in many perillous fight ; 
Of which he gfrace and glory wonne alwaies, 
And in all battels bore away the baies. 
But being now attacht with timely age, 
And weary of this worlds vnquiet waies, 
He tooke him felfe vnto this Hermitage, 40 

In which he liu'd alone, like careleffe bird in cage. 

One day, as he was fearching of their wounds, 
He found that they had feftred priuily. 
And ranckling inward with vnruly flounds. 
The inner parts now gan to putrify. 
That quite they feem'd paft helpe of furgery. 
And rather needed to be difciplinde 
With holefome reede of fad fobriety, 

!• 35> ; fo' ,— tcocpted : L 36, •/!•' (1611). 
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To rule the flubborne rage of pafTion blinde : 
Giuc falues to euery fore, but counfell to the minde. 50 

So taking them apart into his cell, 

He to that point fit fpeaches gan to frame. 
As he the art of words knew wondrous well. 
And eke could doe, as well as fay the fame. 
And thus he to them fayd ; faire daughter Dame, 
And you faire fonne, which here thus long now lie 
In piteous languor, fince ye hither came. 
In vaine of me ye hope for remedie. 

And I likewife in vaine doe falues to you applie. 

For / in your felfe your onely heipe doth lie, 6d 

To heale your felues, and mud proceed alone 
From your owne will, to cure your maladie. 
Who can him cure, that will be cur'd of none ? 
If therefore health ye feeke, obferue this one. 
Firfl Icame your outward fences to refraine 
From things, that ftirre vp fraile affeflion ; 
Your eies, your eares, your tongue, your talk reftraune 

From that they mod affefl, and in due termes containe. 

For from thofe outward fences ill affected. 

The feede of all this euill firft doth fpring, 70 

Which at the firft before it had infefted. 
Mote eaf ie be fuppreft with little thing : 
But being growen ftrong, it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and anguifh, and impatient paine 
In th'inner parts, and laftly fcattering 
Contagious poyfon clofe through euery vaine. 

It neuer refts, till it haue wrought his finall bane. 
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For that beaftes teeth, which wounded you tofofe, 
Are fo exceeding venemous and keene, 
Made all of rufty yron, ranckling fore, 80 

That where they bite, it booteth not to weene 
With falue, or antidote, or other mene 
It euer to amend : ne maruaile ought ; 
For that fame bead was bred of helHfh (Irene, 
And long in darkfome Stygian den vpbrought, 

Begot of foule Echidna^ as in bookes is taught 

Echidna is a Monfter direful! dred, 

Whom Gods doe hate, and heauens abhor to fee ; 

So hideous is her fhape, fo huge her hed, 

That euen the hellifti fiends affrighted bee / 90 

At fight thereof, and from her prefence flee : 

Yet did her face and former parts profeffe 

A faire young Mayden, full of comely glee ; 

But all her hinder parts did plaine expreffe 

A monftrous Dragon, full of fearefuU vglineffe. 

To her the Gods, for her fo dreadfull face, 
In fearefuU darkeneffe, furtheft from the (kie, 
And from the earth, appointed haue her place, 
Mongfl rocks and caues, where fhe enrold doth lie 
In hideous horrour and obfcurity, lOO 

Wafting the ftrength of her immortall age. 
There did Typhoon with her company ; 
Cruell Typfiaon, whofe tempeftuous rage 

Make th'heauens tremble oft, & him with vowes alTwage. 

Of that commixtion they did then beget 

This hellifti Dog, that hight the Blatant Beajl ; 

1^ 97-^» (/m • . . earth) : L 102, ; for , — accepted. 
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A wicked Monfter, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainil all, both good and bad, both moft and leail, 
And poures his poyfnous gall forth to infeft 
The nobleft wights with notable defame : no 

Ne euer Knight, that bore fo lofty creaft. 
No euer Lady of fo honeft name, 
But he them fpottcd with reproch, or fecrete (hame. 

In vaine therefore it were, with medicine 
To goe about to falue fuch kynd of fore. 
That rather needes wife read and difdpline. 
Then outward falues, that may augment it more. 
Aye me (fayd then Serena fighing fore) 
What hope of helpe doth then for vs remaine. 
If that no falues may vs to health reftore ? I20 

But f ith we need good counfell (fayd the fwaine) 

Aread good fire, fome counfell, that may vs fuftaine. 

The / beft (fayd he) that I can you aduize, 

Is to auoide the occaf ion of the ill : 

For when the caufe, whence euill doth arize, 

Remoued is, th'effeft furceafeth ftill. 

Abftainc from pleafure, and reftraine your will. 

Subdue defire, and bridle loofe delight, 

Vfe fcanted diet, and forbcare your fill, 

Shun fecrefie, and talkc in open fight : 130 

So (hall you foone repaire your prefent euill plight. 

Thus hauing fayd, his fickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his graue beheaft. 
And kept fo well his wife commaundements, 
That in fliort fpace their malady was ceail. 
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And eke the biting of that harmefuU Beaft 
Was throughly heal'd. Tho when they did perceaue 
There wounds recur'd, and forces reincreaft, 
Of that good Hermite both they tooke their leaue, 
And went both on their way, ne ech would other leaue. 

But each th'other vow'd t'accompany : 1 40 

The Lady, for that flie was much in dred. 
Now left alone in great extremity, 
The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 
Would not her leaue alone in her great need. 
So both together traueld, till they met 
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed, 
Vpon a mangy iade vnmeetely fet. 

And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and wet. 

But by what meanes that fhame to her befell, 150 

And how thereof her felfe fhe did acquite, 
I muft a while forbeare to you to tell ; 
Till that, as comes by courfe, I doe recite, / 
What fortune to the Briton Prince did lite, 
Purfuing that proud Knight, the which whileare 
Wrought to Sir Calidore fo foule defpight ; 
And eke his Lady, though fhe f ickely were, 

So lewdly had abufde, as ye did lately heare. 

The Prince according to the former token, 

Which faire Serene to him deliuered had, 1 60 

Purfu'd him ftreight, in mynd to bene ywroken 
Of all the vile demeane, and vfage bad, 

I. 140, : for . — accepted, and 1. 141, : for , : 1. 156, * Calidore * — sie^ and in 
1609 ; but in my exemplar in a contemporary hand the correction is made 
' Calipyney and 10 Hughes. 
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With which he had thofe two fo ill beftad : 
Ne wight with him on that aduenture went; 
But that wylde man, whom though he oft forbad. 
Yet for no bidding, nor for being (hen^ 
Would he reftrayned be from his attendement 

Arriuing there, as did by chaunce befall. 

He found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode^ 

Ne ftayd, till that he came into the hall : 170 

Where foft difmounting like a weary lode, 

Vpon the g^round with feeble feete he trode. 

As he vnable were for very neede 

To moue one foote, but there muft make abode ; 

The whiles the faluage man did take his fteede, 

And in fome (lable neare did fet him vp to feede. 

Ere long to him a homely g^oome there came, 
That in rude wife him afked, what he was, 
That durft fo boldly, without let or fhame. 
Into his Lords forbidden hall to paiTe. 180 

To whom the Prince, him fayning to embafe, 
Mylde anfwer made ; he was an errant Knight, 
The which was fall'n into this feeble cafe. 
Through many wounds, which lately he in fight, 

Rccciued had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight. 

But / he, the more outrageous and bold, 

Stemely did bid him quickely thence auaunt. 

Or dearc aby; for why his Lord of old 

Did hate all errant Knights, which there did haunt, 

1. 181, {him . . . embafe) : 1. i8S, ; for ,~acceptcd,* and L 190^ : for , . 
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Ne lodging would to any of them graunt : 1 90 

And therefore lightly bad him packe away, 
Not fparing him with bitter words to taunt ; 
And therewithall rude hand on him did lay. 
To thruft him out of dore, doing his worft affay. 

Which when the Saluage coming now in place, 
Beheld, eftfoones he all enraged grew, 
And running ilreight vpon that villaine bafe, 
Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew. 
And with his teeth and nailes, in prefent vew, 
Him rudely rent, and all to peeces tore : 200 

So miferably him all helpeleffe flew, 
That with the noife, whileft he did loudly rore, 

The people of the houfe rofe forth in great vprore. 

Who when on ground they faw their fellow flaine. 
And that same Knight and Saluage (landing by, 
Vpon them two they fell with might and maine, 
And on them layd fo huge and horribly, 
As if they would haue flaine them prefently. 
But the bold Prince defended him fo well. 
And their aflault withftood fo mightily, 210 

That maugre all their might, he did repell. 

And beat them back, whileft many vnderneath him fell. 

Yet he them ftill fo fliarpely did purfew. 
That few of them he left aliue, which fled, 
Thofe euill tidings to their Lord to fliew. 
Who hearing how his people badly fped. 
Came / forth in haft : where when as with the dead 
He faw the ground all ftrow'd, and that fame Knight 
And faluage with their bloud frelh fteeming red, 
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He woxe nigh mad with wratii and fell defpight, 220 
And with reprochfuU words him thus befpake on higfat ; 

Art thou he, traytor, that with treafon vile, 
Haft flaine my men in this vnmanly maner, 
And now triumpheft in the piteous fpoile 
Of thefe poore folk, whofc foules with black difhonor 
And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy baner ? 
The meede whereof (hall fhortly be thy (hame, 
And wretched end, which ft ill attendeth on her. 
With that him felfe to battell he did frame ; 

So did his forty yeomen, which there with him came. 

With dreadfull force they all did him affaile, 231 

And round about with bo>^rous ftrokes oppreffc, 
That on his ftiield did rattle like to haile 
In a great tempeft ; that in fuch diftreffe, 
He wift not to which fide him to addreffe. 
And euermore that crauen cowherd Knight, 
Was at his backe with heartlefle heedineffe, 
Wayting if he vnwares him murther might : 

For cowardize doth ftill in villany delight 

Whereof whenas the Prince was well aware, 240 

He to him turnd with furious intent. 
And him againft his powre gan to prepare ; 
Like a fierce Bull, that being bufie bent 
To fight with many foes about him ment, 
Feeling fome curre behinde his heeles to bite, 
Tumes him about with fell auengement ; 

]. 221, ; for . — accepted. 
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So likewife tumde the Prince vpon the Knight, 
And layd at him amaine with all his will and might. 

Who / when he once his dreadfull ftrokes had tafted, 
Durft not the fury of his force abyde, 250 

But tum'd abacke, and to retyre him hafted 
Through the thick preafe, there thinking him to hyde. 
But when the Prince had once him plainely eyde, 
He foot by foot him followed alway, 
Ne would him fuffer once to fhrinke afyde, 
But ioyning clofe, huge lode at him did lay : 

Who flying ftill did ward, and warding fly away. 

But when his foe he ftill fo eger faw, 
Vnto his heeles himfelfe he did betake, 
Hoping vnto fome refuge to withdraw : 260 

Ne would the Prince him euer foot forfake, 
Where fo he went, but after him did make. 
He fled from roome to roome, from place to place, 
Whyleft euery ioynt for dread of death did quake, 
Still looking after him, that did him chace ; 

That made him euermore increafe his fpeedie pace. 

At laft he vp into the chamber came, 
Whereas his loue was fitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There did the Prince him ouertake anone, 270 

Crying in vaine to her, him to bemone ; 
And with his fword him on the head did fmyte. 
That to the ground he fell in fenfelefle fwone : 
Yet whether thwart or flatly it did lyte, 

The tempred fteele did not into his braynepan byte. 

1. 255, , after < afidc * for ; of 1609 and nil of '96. 
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Which when the Ladie faw, with great aflfright 
She darting vp, began to (hrieke aloud, 
And with her garment couering him from fights 
Sccm'd vnder her proteflion him to fliroud ; / 
And falling lowly at his feet, her bowd 280 

Vpon her knee, intreating him for grace. 
And often him befought, and prayd, and vowd ; 
That with the ruth of her fo wretched cafe, 

He flayd his fecond ftrooke, and clid his hand abafc 

Her weed fhe then withdrawing, did him difcouer, 
Who now come to himfelfe, yet would not rize, 
But ilill did lie as dead, and quake, and quiuer, 
That cucn the Prince his bafeneffe did defpize ; 
And ckc his Dame him feeing in fuch guize, 
Gan him rccomfort, and from ground to reare. 290 
Who rifing vp at laft in ghaftly wize. 
Like troubled ghoft did dreadfully appeare. 

As one that had no life him left through former feare. 

Whom when the Prince fo deadly faw difmayd, 
He for fuch bafcnclTe fliamefully him (hent, 
And with fliarpe words did bitterly vpbrayd ; 
Vile cowhcard dogge, now doe I much repent, 
That cucr I this life vnto thee lent. 
Whereof thou caytiue fo vnworthie art ; 
That both thy Loue, for lacke of hardiment, 300 
And ckc thy fclfe, for want of manly hart, (port 

And eke all knights haft fliamed with this knightlefle 

1. 288, ; for , — accepted : 1. 297, * cfficard^^ as before, and so 1. ^04: 
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Yet further haft thou heaped fhame to fhame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard feare. 
For firft it was to thee reprochfull blame, 
To ereft this wicked cuftome, which I heare, 
Gainft errant Knights and Ladies thou doft reare, 
Whom when thou mayft, thou doft of arms defpoile. 
Or of their vpper garment, which they weare : 
Yet doeft thou not with manhood, but with guile 310 

Maintaine this euill vfe, thy foes thereby to foile. 

And / laftly in approuance of thy wrong, 
To (hew fuch faintnefle and foule cowardize. 
Is g^eateft fliame : for oft it falles, that ftrong 
And valiant knights doe rafhiy enterprize. 
Either for fame, or elfe for exercize, 
A wrongful! quarrell to maintaine by fight ; 
Yet haue, through prowefle and their braue emprize. 
Gotten great worftiip in this worldes fight. 

For g^reater force there needs to maintaine wrong, then 
right 320 

Yet f ince thy life vnto this Ladie fayre 
I giuen haue. Hue in reproch and fcome ; 
Ne euer armes, ne euer knighthood dare 
Hence to profefle : for fhame is to adome 
With fo braue badges one fo bafely borne ; 
But onely breath fith that I did forgiue. 
So hauing from his crauen bodie torne 
Thofe goodly armes, he them away did giue 

And onely fuffred him this wretched life to liue. 

!• 3i7f *J*g^ '—accepted for * right ' of '96. 



174 THE VL BOOKE OF THE lOmi. VI. 

There whileft he thus was fetling things aboue, 330 
Atwene that Ladie myld and recreant knight. 
To whom his life he graunted for her loue, 
He gan bethinke him, in what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that faluage wight, 
Amongft fo many foes, whom fure he thought 
By this quite flaine in fo vnequall fight : 
Therefore defcending backe in hafte, he fought 

If yet he were aliue, or to deftruflion brought. 

There he him found enuironed about 

With flaughtred bodies, which his hand had flaine, 340 

And laying yet a frefh with courage (lout 

Vpon the reft, that did aliue remaine ; / 

Whom he likewife right forely did conflraine, 

Like fcattred fheepe, to feeke for fafetie, 

After he gotten had with buf ie paine 

Some of their weapons, which thereby did lie ; 

With which he layd about, and made them faft to flie. 

Whom when the Prince fo felly faw to rage, 
Approching to him neare, his hand he ftayd, 
And fought, by making fignes, him to affwage : 3 50 
Who them perceiuing, ftreight to him obayd, 
As to his Lord, and downe his weapons layd, 
As if he long had to his heafts bene trayned. 
Thence he him brought away, and vp conuayd 
Into the chamber, where that Dame remayned 

With her vnworthy knight, who ill him entertayned. 

Whom when the Saluage faw from daunger free, 
Sitting befide his Ladie there at eafe, 

1* 34^> ; (or , — substituted. 
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He well remembred, that the fame was hee, 
Which lately fought his Lord for to difpleafe : 360 
Tho all in rage, he on him ftreight did feaze, 
As if he would in peeces him haue rent ; 
And were not, that the Prince did him appeaze, 
He had not left one limbe of him vnrent : 
But ftreight he held his hand at his commaundement. 

Thus hauing all things well in peace ordayned, 
The Prince himfelfe there all that night did reft, 
Where him Blandina fayrely entertayned, 
With all the courteous glee and goodly feaft, 
The which for him flie could imagine beft. 370 

For well fhe knew the wayes to win good will 
Of euery wight, that were not too infeft, 
And how to pleafe the minds of good and ill, (fkill. 

Through tempering of her words & lookes by wondrous 

Yet / were her words and lookes but falfe and fayned, 
To fome hid end to make more eaf ie way. 
Or to allure fuch fondlings, whom flie trayned 
Into her trap vnto their owne decay : 
Thereto, when needed, ftie could weepe and pray. 
And when her lifted, fiie could fawne and flatter ; 
Now fmyling fmoothly, like to fommers day, 381 
Now glooming fadly, fo to cloke her matter ; 

Yet were her words but wynd, & all her teares but water. 

Whether fuch grace were giuen her by kynd, 
As women wont their guilefull wits to guyde ; 

1. 374> ' Trough: 
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Or leam'd the art to pleafe, I doe not fynd. 
This well I wote, that (he fo well applyde 
Her pleafing tongue, that foone fhe pacifyde 
The wrathful] Prince, & wrought her hufbands peace, 
Who natheleffe not therewith fatisfyde, 390 

His rancorous defpight did not releaflTe, 
Ne fecretly from thought of fell reuenge furceafle. 

For all that night, the whyles the Prince did reft 
In carelefTe couch, not weeting what was ment^ 
He watcht in clofe awayt with weapons preft, 
Willing to worke his villenous intent 
On him, that had fo fhamefully him fhent : 
Yet durft he not for very cowardize 
Effe6l the fame, whyleft all the night was fpent 
The morrow next the Prince did early rize, 400 

And paffed forth, to follow his firft enterprife. / 
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Like as the gentle hart it felfe bewrayes, 
In doing gentle deedes with franke delight, 
Euen fo the bafer mind it felfe difplayes, 
In cancred malice and reuengefuU fpight. 
For to maligne, t'enuie, tVfe fhifting flight, lo 

Be arguments of a vile donghill mind ; 
Which what it dare not doe by open might, 
To worke by wicked treafon wayes doth find, 
By fuch difcourteous deeds difcouering his bafe kind. 

That well appeares in this difcourteous knight, 
The coward Turpine, whereof now I treat ; 
Who notwithftanding that in former fight 
He of the Prince his life receiued late. 
Yet in his mind malitious and ingrate 
He gan deuize, to be aueng'd anew 20 

For all that fliame, which kindled inward hate. 
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Therefore fo foone as he was out of vew, 
Himfelfe in had he arm'd, and did him fail purfew. 

Well did he tra6l his fteps, as he did ryde, 
Yet would not neare approch in daungers eye, 
But kept aloofe for dread to be defcryde, 
Vntill fit time and place he mote efpy, 
Where / he mote worke him fcath and villeny. 
At laft he met two knights to him vnknowne, 
The which were armed both agreeably, 30 

And both combynd, what euer chaunce were blowne, 

Betwixt them to diuide, and each to make his owne. 

To whom falfe Turpute comming courteoufly. 
To cloke the mifchiefe, which he inly ment, 
Gan to complaine of great difcourtefie, 
Which a ftraunge knight, that neare afore him went, 
Had doen to him, and his deare Ladie fhent : 
Which if they would afford him ayde at need 
For to auenge, in time conuenient, 
They fhould accomplifli both a knightly deed, 40 

And for their paines obtaine of him a goodly meed. 

The knights beleeu'd, that all he fayd, was trew. 
And being frefh and full of youthly fpright. 
Were glad to heare of that aduenture new, 
In which they mote make triall of their might. 
Which neuer yet they had approu'd in fight ; 
And eke defirous of the offred meed, 
Said then the one of them ; where is that wight. 



1. 30, * ar/w^^/'— accepted for *flrw'</.* 
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The which hath doen to thee this wrongful! deed, 
That we may it auenge, and punifh him with fpeed ? 

He rides (faid Turpine) there not farre afore, 5 i 

With a wyld man foft footing by his fyde, 
That if ye lift to hafte a litle more, 
Ye may him ouertake in timely tyde : 
Eftfoones they pricked forth with forward pryde, 
And ere that lide while they ridden had, 
The gentle Prince not farre away they fpyde, 
Ryding a foftly pace with portance fad, 

Denizing of his loue more, then of daunger drad. / 

Then one of them aloud vnto him cryde, 60 

Bidding him turne againe, falfe tray tour knight, 
Foule womanwronger, for he him defyde. 
With that they both at once with equall fpight 
Did bend their fpeares, and both with equall might 
Againft him ran ; but th'one did miife his marke, 
And being carried with his force forthright, 
Glaunft fwiftly by ; like to that heauenly fparke. 

Which glyding through the ayre lights all the heauens 
darke. 

But th'other ayming better, did him fmite 

Full in the fhield, with fo impetuous powre, 70 

That all his launce in peeces fhiuered quite, 

And fcattered all about, fell on the flowre. 

But the ftout Prince, with much more fteddy ftowre 

Full on his beuer did him ftrike fo fore. 

That the cold fteele through piercing, did deuowre 

1. 59, * Loutf more ' : 1. 72, [fcattered . . . about). 
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His vitall breath, and to the ground him bore, 
Where dill he bathed lay in his owne bloody gore. 

As when a caft of Faulcons make their flight 
At an Hemefhaw, that lyes aloft on wing, 
The whyles they ftrike at him with heedlefle might, 
The wane foule hi$ bill doth backward wring ; 8i 
On which the firft, whofe force her firft doth bring, 
Her felfe quite through the bodie doth engore, 
And falleth downe to ground like fenfelefle thing, 
But th'other not fo fwift, as fhe before, 

Fayles of her foufe, and pafTing by doth hurt no more. 

By this the other, which was pafTed by, 
Himfelfe recouering, was returned to fight; 
Where when he faw his fellow lifeleffe ly. 
He much was daunted with fo difmall fight ; 90 
Yet / nought abating of his former fpight. 
Let driue at him with fo malitious mynd. 
As if he would haue pafled through him quight : 
But the fteele-head no ftedfaft hold could fynd, 

But glauncing by, deceiu'd him of that he defynd. 

Not fo the Prince : for his well learned fpeare 
Tooke furer hould, and from his horfes backe 
Aboue a launces length him forth did beare, 
And gainft the cold hard earth fo fore him ftrake, 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. lOO 

Where feeing him fo lie, he left his fteed. 
And to him leaping, vengeance thought to take 
Of him, for all his former follies meed. 

With flaming fword in hand his terror more to breed. 
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The fearefuU fwayne beholding death fo nie, 
Cryde out aloud for mercie him to faue ; 
In lieu whereof he would to him defcrie, 
Great treafon to him meant, his life to reaue. 
The Prince foone hearkned, and his life forgaue. 
Then thus faid he, There is a ftraunger knight, no 
The which for promife of great meed, vs draue 
To this attempt, to wreake his hid defpight. 

For that himfelfe thereto did want fufHcient might. 

The Prince much mufed at fuch villenie, 

And fayd ; Now fure ye well haue earn'd your meed. 

For th'one is dead, and th'other foone fhall die, 

Vnleffe to me thou hether bring with fpeed 

The wretch, that hyr'd you to this wicked deed. 

He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 

The guilt on him, which did this mifchiefe breed, 

Swore by his fword, that neither day nor weeke 121 

He would furceaffe, but him, where fo he were, would 
feeke. / 

So vp he rofe, and forth ftreight way he went 
Backe to the place, where Turpine late he lore ; 
There he him found in great aftonifhment, 
To fee him fo bedight with bloodie gore. 
And griefly wounds that him appalled fore. 
Yet thus at length he faid, how now Sir knight ? 
What meaneth this, which here I fee before ? 
How fortuneth this foule vncomely plight, 130 

So different from that, which earft ye feem'd in fight ? 

1. 118, . for , — accepted. 
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Perdie (faid he) in euiU houre it fell, 
That euer I for meed did vndertake 
So hard a tafke, as life for byre to fell ; 
The which I earft aduentur'd for your fake. 
Witnefle the wounds, and this wyde bloudie lake, 
Which ye may fee yet all about me fteeme. 
Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promife make. 
My due reward ; the which right well I deeme 

I yearned haue, that life fo dearely did redeeme. 140 

But where then is (quoth he halfe wrothfully) 
Where is the bootie, which therefore I bought. 
That curfed caytiue, my ftrong enemy, 
That recreant knight, whofe hated life I fought ? 
And where is eke your friend, which halfe it ought ? 
He lyes (faid he) vpon the cold bare ground, 
Slayne of that errant knight, with whom he fought ; 
Whom afterwards my felfe with many a wound 

Did flay againe, as ye may fee there in the ilound. 

Thereof falfe Turpin was full glad and faine, 1 50 

And needs with him ftreight to the place would ryde. 
Where he himfelfe might fee his foeman flaine ; 
For elfe his feare could not be fatisfyde. 
So / as they rode, he faw the way all dyde 
With ftreames of bloud ; which trailing by the traile. 
Ere long they came, whereas in euill tyde 
That other fwayne, like afhes deadly pale. 

Lay in the lap of death, rewing his wretched bale. 

Much did the Crauen feeme to mone his cafe. 

That for his fake his deare life had forgone ; 1 60 

!• I39i ; for > — accepted: L 140, ^ earned ^^ 
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And him bewayling with aflfeftion bafe, 
Did counterfeit kind pittie, where was none : 
For wheres no courage, theres no ruth nor mone. 
Thence paffing forth, not farre away he found. 
Whereas the Prince himfelfe lay all alone, 
Loofely difplayd vpon the graffie ground, 
Poffeffed of fweete fleepe, that luld him foft in fwound. 

Wearie of trauell in his former fight, 

He there in (hade himfelfe had layd to reft, 
Hauing his armes and warlike things vndight, 170 
Feareleffe of foes that mote his peace moleft ; 
The whyles his faluage page, that wont be preft. 
Was wand red in the wood another way, 
To doe fome thing, that feemed to him beft, 
The whyles his Lord in f iluer flomber lay, 

Like to the Euening ftarre adorn'd with deawy ray. 

Whom when as Tnrpin faw fo loofely layd. 
He weened well, that he in deed was dead. 
Like as that other knight to him had fayd : 
But when he nigh approcht, he mote aread 180 

Plaine fignes in him of life and liuelihead. 
Whereat much grieu'd againft that ftraunger knight, 
That him too light of credence did miflead. 
He would haue backe retyred from that fight. 

That was to him on earth the deadlieft defpight / 

But that fame knight would not once let him ftart, 
But plainely gan to him declare the cafe 
Of all his mifchiefe, and late lucklefTe fmart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
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Were vanquiftied, and put to foule difgrace, 190 

And how that he in lieu of life him lent» 
Had vow'd vnto the vi6lor, him to trace 
And follow through the world, where fo he went. 
Till that he him deliuered to his punifhment 

He therewith much abaftied and affrayd. 
Began to tremble euery limbe and vaine ; 
And foftly whifpering him, entjTely prayd, 
T'aduize him better, then by fuch a traine 
Him to betray vnto a ftraunger fwaine : 
Yet rather counfeld him contrary wize, 200 

Sith he likewife did wrong by him fudaine. 
To ioyne with him and vengeance to deuize, 

Whylefl: time did offer meanes him fleeping to furprize. 

Natheleffe for all his fpeach, the gentle knight 
Would not be tempted to fuch villenie, 
Regarding more his faith, which he did plight. 
All were it to his mortall enemie, 
Then to entrap him by falfe treacherie : 
Great Ifhame in lieges blood to be embrew'd. 
Thus why left they were debating diuerflie, 210 

The Saluage forth out of the wood iffew'd 

Backe to the place, whereas his Lord he fleeping vew'd. 

There when he faw thofe two fo neare him ftand, 
He doubted much what mote their meaning bee. 
And throwing downe his load out of his hand, 
To weet great ftore of forreft frute, which hee 

U. 216-17 within ( ). 
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Had / for his food late gathered from the tree, 
Himfelfe vnto his weapon he betooke, 
That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 
Rent by the root ; which he fo ftemely ftiooke, 220 
That like an hazell wand, it quiuered and quooke. 

Whereat the Prince awaking, when he fpyde 
The traytour Turpin with that other knight, 
He darted vp, and fnatching neare his fyde 
His truftie fword, the feruant of his might, 
Like a fell Lyon leaped to him light. 
And his left hand vpon his collar layd. 
Therewith the cowheard deaded with affright. 
Fell flat to ground, ne word vnto him fayd. 

But holding vp his hands, with filence mercie prayd. 230 

But he fo full of indignation was, 

That to his prayer nought he would incline. 
But as he lay vpon the humbled gras. 
His foot he fet on his vile necke, in figne 
Of feruile yoke, that nobler harts repine. 
Then letting him arife like abiefl thrall. 
He gan to him obieft his haynous crime. 
And to reuile, and rate, and recreant call. 

And laftly to defpoyle of knightly bannerall. 

And after all, for greater infamie, 240 

He by the heeles him hung vpon a tree. 
And baffuld fo, that all which paffed by. 
The pifture of his punifhmcnt might fee, 
And by the like enfample warned bee, 
. How euer they through treafon doe trefpaffe. 
But turne we now backe to that Ladie free, 
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Whom late we left lyding vpon an Afle^ 
Led by a Carle and foole, which by her fide did paffe/ 

She was a Ladie of great dignitie, 

And lifted vp to honorable place, 250 

Famous through all the land of Faerie, 
Though of meane parent^e and kindred bafe, 
Yet deckt with wondrous giftes of natures grace, 
That all men did her perfon much admire, 
And praife the feature of her goodly face. 
The beames whereof did kindle louely fire 

In th' harts of many a knight, and many a gentle fquire. 

But fhc thereof grew proud and infolent, 

That none fhe worthie thought to be her fere, 

But fcornd them all, that loue vnto her ment : 260 

Yet was fhe lou'd of many a worthy pere ; 

Vnworthy fhe to be bclou'd fo dere, 

That could not weigh of worthinefTe aright. 

For beautie is more glorious bright and clere. 

The more it is admir'd of many a wight. 

And noblefl fhe, that ferued is of nobleft knight. 

But this coy Damzell thought contrariwize. 

That fuch proud looks would make her prayfed more ; 

And that the more flie did all loue defpize. 

The more would wretched louers her adore. 270 

What cared fhe, who f ighed for her fore. 

Or who did wayle or watch the wearie night ? 

Let them that lift, their lucklefle lot deplore ; 
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She was borne free, not bound to any wight, 
And fo would euer Hue, and loue her owne delight. 

Through fuch her ftubborne ftifneffe, and hard hart, 
Many a wretch, for want of remedie, 
Did languifh long in lifeconfuming fmart. 
And at the laft through dreary dolour die : 
Whyleft/fhe, the Ladie of her Hbertie, 28a 

Did boafl her beautie had fuch foueraine might, 
That with the onely twinckle of her eye. 
She could or faue, or fpill, whom (he would hight 

What could the Gods doe more, but doe it more aright ? 

But loe the Gods, that mortall follies vew, 
Did worthily reuenge this maydens pride ; 
And nought regarding her fo goodly hew, 
Did laugh at her, that many did deride, 
Whileft (he did weepe, of no man mercifide. 
For on a day, when Cupid kept his court, 290 

As he is wont at each Saint Valentide, 
Vnto the which all louers doe refort, 

That of their loues fuccefTe they there may make report. 

It fortun'd then, that when the roules were red, 
In which the names of all loues folke were fyled, 
That many there were miffing, which were ded, 
Or kept in bands, or from their loues exyled, 
Or by fome other violence defpoyled. 
Which when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth. 
And doubting to be wronged, or beguyled, 30a 

1. 280, {the.. , libertU) : 1. 294, ^rolUs ' : 1. 295, ^wich: 
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He bad his eyes to be vnblindfold both. 
That he might fee his men, and mufter them by oth. 

Then found he many miffing of his crew. 

Which wont doe fuit and feniice to his might ; 
Of whom what was becomen, no man knew. 
Therefore a lurie was impaneld ftreight, 
T'enquire of them, whether by force, or fleight. 
Or their owne guilt, they were away conuayd. 
To whom foule Infamie^ and fell Defpigkt 
Gaue euidence, that they were all betrayd, 310 

And murdred cruelly by a rebellious Mayd. / 

Fayre Mirabella was her name, whereby 
Of all thofe crymes (he there indited was : 
All which when Cupid heard, he by and by 
In great difpleafure, wild a Caputs 
Should iflue fortli, t'attach that fcornefuU lafTe. 
The warrant ftraight was made, and therewithal! 
A Baylieffe errant forth in poll did pafTe, 
Whom they by name there Partamore did call ; 

He which doth fummon louers to Loues iudgement haH 

The damzell was attacht, and fhortly brought 321 

Vnto the barre, whereas jfhe was arrayned : 
But jfhe thereto nould plead, nor anfwere ought 
Euen for ftubborne pride, which her reftrayned. 
So iudgement part, as is by law ordayned 
In cafes like ; which when at laft (he faw, 
Her ftubborne hart, which loue before difda3med, 
Gan ftoupe, and falling downe with humble awe, 

Cryde mercie, to abate the extremitie of law. 

1. 320, capital L — accepted : 1. 326, ; for , — accepted. 
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The fonne of Venus who is myld by kynd, 330 

But where he is prouokt with peeuiftineffe, 
Vnto her prayers piteoufly enclynd, 
And did the rigour of his doome repreffe ; 
Yet not fo freely, but that natheleffe 
He vnto her a penance did impofe : 
Which was, that through this worlds wyde wildemes 
She wander (hould in companie of thofe, 

Till (he had fau'd fo many loues, as (he did lofe. 

So now (he had bene wandring two whole yeares 

Throughout the world, in this vncomely cafe, 340 

Wafting her goodly hew in heauie teares. 

And her good dayes in dolorous difgrace : 

Yet / had fhe not in all thefe two yeares fpace, 

Saued but two ; yet in two yeares before, 

Through her difpiteous pride, whileft loue lackt place, 

She had deftroyed two and twenty more. 

Aie me, how could her loue make half amends there- 
fore. 

And now flie was vppon the weary way. 

When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene^ 
Met her in fuch mifleeming foule array ; 350 

The whiles that mighty man did her demeane 
With all the euill termes and cruell meane, 
That he could make ; And eekc that angry foole 
Which foUow'd her, with curfed hands vncleane 
Whipping her horfe, did with his fmarting toole 

Oft whip her dainty felfe, and much augment her doole. 

L 335, : for , : L 336— Dr Morris inadvertently records * throgh * as '96 
reading, while it is * through ' : L 344, ; for , — accepted. 
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Ne ought it mote auaile her to entreat 
The one or th'other, better her to vfe : 
For both fo wilfull were and obftinate, 
That all her piteous plaint they did refufe, 360 

And rather did the more her beate and brufe. 
But mod the former villaine, which did lead 
Her tyreling iade, was bent her to abufe ; 
Who though (he were with wearinefle nigh dead, 

Yet would not let her lite, nor reft a little ftead. 

For he was fterne, and terrible by nature. 
And eeke of perfon huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the meafure of mans ftature, 
And rather like a Gyant monftruous. 
For footh he was defcended of the hous 370 

Of thofe old Gyants, which did warres darraine 
Againft the heauen in order battailous, 
And fib to great OrgoliOy which was flaine 

By Arthur e^ when as Vitas Knight he did maintaine./ 

His lookcs were dreadfull, and his fiery eies 

Like two great Beacons, glared bright and wydc, 

Glauncing afkew, as if his enemies 

He fcorned in his ouerweening pryde ; 

And ftalking ftately like a Crane, did ftryde 

At euery ftep vppon the tiptoes hie, 380 

And all the way he went, on euery fyde 

He gaz'd about, and ftared horriblie. 

As if he with his lookes would all men terrific. 

He wore no armour, ne for none did care. 
As no whit dreading any lining wight ; 

1. 2l^Z,'tyrlmg' (1679) : 1. 376, (like . . . BeacoHs). 
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But in a Jacket quilted richly rare, 
Vpon checklaton he was ftraungely dight, 
And on his head a roll of linen plight, 
Like to the Mores of Malaber he wore ; 
With which his locks, as blacke as pitchy night, 390 
Were bound about, and voyded from before, 
And in his hand a mighty yron club he bore. 

This was Difdaine^ who led that Ladies horfe (plains, 
Through thick & thin, through mountains & through 
Compelling her, wher (he would not by force 
Haling her palfrey by the hempen raines. 
But that fame foole, which moft increaft her paines, 
Was Scorne, who hauing in his hand a whip, 
Her therewith yirks, and ftill when (he complaines, 
The more he laughes, and does her clofely quip, 400 

To fee her fore lament, and bite her tender lip. 

Whofe cruell handling when that Squire beheld, 
And faw thofe villaines her fo vildely vfe, 
His gentle heart with indignation fweld. 
And could no lenger beare fo great abufe, 
As / fuch a Lady fo to beate and brufe ; 
But to him ftepping, fuch a ftroke him lent. 
That forft him th'halter from his hand to loofe, 
And maugre all his might, backe to relent : 

Efe had he furely there bene (laine, or fowly(hent. 

The villaine wroth for greeting him fo fore, 411 

Gathered him felfe together foone againe. 
And with his yron batton, which he bore, 
Let driue at him fo dreadfully amaine, 

1. 403, * vilely.' 
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That for his fafety he did him conftraine 
To giue him ground, and (hift to euery fide, 
Rather then once his burden to fuftaine : 
For booteleffe thing him feemed, to abide, 
So mighty blowes, or proue the puiflaunce of his pride. 

Like as a MafliiTe hauing at a bay 420 

A faluage Bull, whofe cruell homes doe threat 
Defperate daunger, if he them afTay, 
Traceth his ground, and round about doth beat. 
To fpy where he may fome aduauntage get ; 
The whiles the beaft doth rage and loudly rore, 
So did the Squire, the whiles the Carle did fret, 
And fume in his difdainefull mynd the more. 

And oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahound fwore. 

Natheleffc fo fharpcly ftill he him purfewd, 

That at aduantage him at laft he tooke, 430 

When his foote dipt (that flip he dearely rewd,) 
And with his yron club to ground him ftrooke; 
Where ftill he lay, ne out of fwoune awooke, 
Till heauy hand the Carle vpon him layd, 
And bound him faft : Tho when he vp did looke, 
And faw him felfe captiu'd, he was difmayd, 

Ne powre had to withftand, ne hope of any ayd. / 

Then vp he made him rife, and forward fare, 
Led in a rope, which both his hands did bynd ; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him fpare, 440 

But with his whip him following behynd, 
Him often fcourg'd, and forft his feete to fynd : 
And other whiles with bitter mockes and mowes 
He would him fcorne, that to his gentle mynd 
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Was much more grieuous, then the others blowes : 
Words ftiarpely wound, but greateft griefe of fcoming 
growes. 

The faire SerenUy when (he faw him fall 

Vnder that villaines club, then furely thought 
That flaine he was, or made a wretched thrall. 
And fled away with all the fpeede (he mought, 450 
To feeke for fafety, which long time (he fought : 
And paft through many perils by the way, 
Ere (he againe to CaUpine was brought ; 
The which difcourfe as now I muft delay, 

Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further fay. 
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Prince Artkure ouircomus Di/daim, 
QuHes Mirabtll from dreed : 

Serena^ found of Saluages, 
By CaUpifu is freed. 
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YE gentle Ladies, in whofe foueraine powre 
Loue hath the glory of his kingdome left, 
And in th'hearts of men, as your etemall dowre, 
In yron chaincs, of liberty bereft, 
Deliuered hath into your hands by gift ; lO 

Be well aware, how ye the fame doe vfe, 
That pride doe not to tyranny you lift ; 
Leaft if men you of cruelty accufe, 
He from you take that chiefcdome, which ye doe abufe. 

And as ye foft and tender are by kynde, 
Adornd with goodly gifts of beauties grace. 
So be ye foft and tender eeke in mynde ; 
But cruelty and hardnefle from you chace, 
That all your other praifes will deface, 
And from you turne the loue of men to hate. 20 
Enfample take of Mirabellaes cafe, 
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Who from the high degree of happy (late, 
Fell into wretched woes, which jfhe repented late. 

Who after thraldome of the gentle Squire, 
Which (he beheld with lamentable eye, 
Was touched with compafTion entire, 
And much lamented his calamity, / 
That for her fake fell into mifery : 
Which booted nought for prayers, nor for threat 
To hope for to releafe or mollify ; 30 

For aye the more, that (he did them entreat 

The more they him mifuft, and cruelly did beat. 

So as they forward on their way did pas, 
Him ftill reuiling and afflifting fore. 
They met Prince Arthure with Sir EniaSy 
(That was that courteous Knight, whom he before 
Hauing fubdew'd, yet did to life reftore,) 
To whom as they approcht, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to puni(h more. 
Scourging and haling him more vehement ; 40 

As if it them (hould grieue to fee his puni(hment. 

The Squire him felfe when as he faw his Lord, 
The witnefle of his wretchedneffe, in place, 
Was much a(ham'd, that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog was led in captiue cafe, 
And did his head for ba(hfulnefle abafe. 
As loth to fee, or to be feene at all : 
Shame would be hid. But when as Enias 
Beheld two fuch, of two fuch villaines thrall, 

His manly mynde was much emmoued therewithal!. 50 

L 32, • mifufd: 
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And to the Prince thus fayd ; See you Sir Knight, 

The greateft jfhame that euer eye yet faw ? 

Yond Lady and her Squire with foule defpight 

Abufde, againft all reafon and all law. 

Without regard of pitty or of awe. 

See how they doe that Squire beat and reuile ; 

See how they doe the Lady hale and draw. 

But if ye pleafe to lend me leaue a while, 
I will them foone acquite, and both of blame aflbile. 

The / Prince affented, and then he ftreight way 60 

Difmounting light, his fhield about him threw. 
With which approching, thus he gan to fay ; 
Abide ye caytiue treachetours vntrew, 
That haue with treafon thralled vnto you 
Thefe two, vn worthy of your wretched bands; 
And now your crime with cruelty purfew. 
Abide, and from them lay your loatlily hands ; 

Or elfe abide the death, that hard before you ilands. 

The villaine ftayd not aunfwer to inuent. 

But with his yron club preparing way, 70 

His mindes fad meffage backe vnto him fent ; 
The which defcended with fuch dreadfull fway. 
That feemed nought the courfe thereof could ftay : 
No more then lightening from the lofty flcy. 
Ne lift the Knight the powre thereof affay, 
Whofe doome was death, but lightly flipping by, 

Vnwares defrauded his intended deftiny. 

And to requite him with the like againe. 

With his fharpe fword he fiercely at him flew. 
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And ftrooke fo ftrongly, that the Carle with paine 
Saued him felfe, but that he there him flew : 8 1 

Yet fau'd not fo, but that the bloud it drew, 
And gaue his foe good hope of viflory. 
Who therewith fleftit, vpon him fet anew, 
And with the fecond ftroke, thought certainely 
To haue fupplyde the firft, and paide the vfury. 

But Fortune aunfwerd not vnto his call ; 
For as his hand was heaued vp on hight. 
The villaine met him in the middle fall. 
And with his club bet backe his brondyron bright / 
So forcibly, that with his owne hands might 9 1 

Rebeaten backe vpon him felfe againe, 
He driuen was to ground in felfe defpight ; 
From whence ere he recouery could gaine, 

He in his necke had fet his foote with fell difdaine. 

With that the foole, which did that end awayte, 
Came running in, and whileft on ground he lay, 
Laide heauy hands on him, and held fo ftrayte, 
That downe he kept him with his fcomefull fway, 
So as he could not weld him any way. 1 00 

The whiles that other villaine went about 
Him to haue bound, and thrald without delay ; 
The whiles the foole did him reuile and flout, 

Threatning to yoke them tow & tame their corage flout. 

As when a fl:urdy ploughman with his hynde 

By ftrength haue ouerthrowne a ftubbome fteare. 
They downe him hold, and fafl: with cords do bynde, 
Till they him force the buxome yoke to bcare : 

L 100, * wUld ' : 1, 104, * two! 
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So did thcfe two this Knight oft tug and teare. 
Which when the Prince beheld, there flanding by, 
He left his lofty fteede to aide him neare, iii 

And buckling foone him felfe, gan fiercely fly 
Vppon that Carle, to faue his friend from ieopardy. 

The villaine leauing him vnto his mate 
To be captiu'd, and handled as he lift, 
Himfelfe addreft vnto this new debate. 
And with his club him all about fo blift. 
That he which way to turne him fcarcely wift : 
Sometimes aloft he layd, fometimes alow ; 
Now here, now there, and oft him neare he mift ; 
So doubtfully, that hardly one could know 12 1 

Whether more wary were to giue or ward the blow. 

But / yet the Prince fo well enured was 

With fuch huge ftrokes, approued oft in fight. 
That way to them he gaue forth right to pas. 
Ne would endure the daunger of their might. 
But wayt aduantage, when they downe did light. 
At laft the caytiue after long difcourfe, 
When all his ftrokes he faw auoyded quite, 
Refolued in one t'affcmble all his force, 130 

And make one end of him without ruth or remorfe. 

His dreadfull hand he heaued vp aloft, 
And with his dreadfull inftrument of yre. 
Thought fure haue pownded him to powder fofl. 
Or deepe emboweld in the earth entyre : 
But Fortune did not with his will confpire. 
For ere his ftroke attayned his intent, 

1. 134, ^pcnvned^ 
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The noble childe preuenting his def ire, 
Vnder his club with wary boldneffe went, 
And fmote him on the knee, that neuer yet was bent 

It neuer yet was bent, ne bent it now, 1 4 1 

Albe the ftroke fo ftrong and puiffant were, 
That feem'd a marble pillour it could bow : 
But all that leg, which did his body beare. 
It crackt throughout, yet did no bloud appeare ; 
So as it was vnable to fupport 
So huge a burden on fuch broken geare. 
But fell to ground, like to a lumpe of durt ; 

Whence he affayd to rife, but could not for his hurt. 

Eftfoones the Prince to him full nimbly ftept, 1 50 

And lead he fhould recouer foote againe. 
His head meant from his fhoulders to haue fwept 
Which when the Lady faw, (he cryde amaine ; / 
Stay ftay. Sir Knight, for loue of God abftaine, 
From that vnwares ye weetlefle doe intend ; 
Slay not that Carle, though worthy to be flaine : 
For more on him doth then him felfe depend ; 

My life will by his* death haue lamentable end. 

He ftaide his hand according her def ire, 

Yet nathemore him fuffred to arize ; 1 60 

But ftill fuppreffing gan of her inquire. 
What meaning mote thofe vncouth words comprize. 
That in that villaines health her fafety lies : 
That, were no might in man, nor heart in Knights, 
Which durft her dreaded refkue enterprize, 

1. 143, : for , — accepted, and 1. 148 , ; for , : 1. 155, ^ From* accepted 
for '/v/-* of 1596. 
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Yet heauens them felues, that fauour feeble rights^ 
Would for it felfe redrefle, and puni(h fuch defpi^hts. 

Then burfting forth in teares, which gufhed fall 
Like many water flreames, a while (he llayd ; 
Till the fharpe paflfion being ouerpaft 170 

Her tongue to her reflord, then thus fhe fayd ; 
Nor heauens, nor men can me mod wretched mayd 
Deliuer from the doome of my defart, 
The which the God of loue hath on me la)^. 
And damned to endure this direfull fmart, 

For penaunce of my proud and hard rebellious hart 

In prime of youthly yeares, when firft the flowre 
Of beauty gan to bud, and bloofme delight* 
And nature me cndu'd with plenteous dowre. 
Of all her gifts, that pleafde each liuing fight, 1 80 
I was belou'd of many a gentle Knight, 
And fude and fought with all the feruice dew : 
Full many a one for me deepe groand and fight, 
And to the dore of death for forrow drew, 

Complayning out on me, that would not on them rew. 

But / let them loue that lift, or Hue or die ; 
Me lift not die for any louers doole : 
Ne lift me leaue my loued libertie, 
To pitty him that lift to play the foole : 
To loue my felfe I learned had in fchoole. 190 

Thus I triumphed long in louers paine. 
And fitting careleffe oh the fcomers ftoole. 
Did laugh at thofe that did lament and plaine : 

But all is now repayd with intereft againe. 

1. 183, 'ji&hU: 
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For loe the winged God, that woundeth harts, 
Caufde me be called to accompt therefore, 
And for reuengement of thofe wrongfull fmarts, 
Which I to others did inflift afore, 
Addccm'd me to endure this penaunce fore ; 
That in this wize, and this vnmeete array, 200 

With thefe two lewd companions, and no more, 
Difdaine and Scorne^ I through the world fhould ftray. 

Till I haue fau'd fo many, as I earft did flay. 

Certes (fayd then the Prince) the God is iuft, 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples fpoile. 
For were no law in loue, but all that Iuft, 
Might them oppreffe, and painefuUy turmoile. 
His kingdome wouFd continue but a while. 
But tell me Lady, wherefore doe you beare 
This bottle thus before you with fuch toile, 2 id 

And eeke this wallet at your backe arreare. 

That for thefe Carles to carry much more comely were? 

Here in this bottle (fayd the fory Mayd) 
I put the teares of my contrition. 
Till to the brim I haue it full defrayd : 
And in this bag which I behinde me don, / 
I put repentaunce for things paft and gon. 
Yet is the bottle leake, and bag fo tome. 
That all which I put in, fals out anon ; ' 

And is behinde me trodden downe of Scorne^ 220 

Who mocketh all my paine, & laughs the more I inoum. 

The Infant hearkned wifely to her tale. 

And wondred much at Cupids iudg'ment wife, 
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That could fo meekly make proud hearts auale, 
And wrcake him felfe on them, that him defpife. 
Then fuffred he Difdaine vp to arife, 
Who was not able vp him felfe to reare, 
By meanes his leg through his late luckleffe prife, 
Was crackt in tvvaine, but by his foolifh feare 
Was holpen vp, who him fupported (landing neare. 230 

But being vp, he lookt againe alofl, 
As if he neuer had receiued fall ; 
And with fteme eye-browes ftared at him oft. 
As if he would haue daunted him with all : 
And (landing on his tiptoes, to feeme tall, 
Downe on his golden feete he often gazed, 
As if fuch pride the other could apall ; 
Who was fo far from being ought amazed, 

That he his lookes defpifed, and his boad difpraized. 

Then turning backe vnto that captiue thrall, 240 

Who all this while (lood there bef ide them bound, 
Vnwilling to be knowne, or feene at all, * 
lie from thofe bands weend him to haue vnwound. 
But when approching neare, he plainely found, 
It was his owne true groome, the gentle Squire, 
He thereat wext exceedingly adound. 
And him did oft embrace, and oft admire, 

Ne could with feeing fatisfie his great defire. 

Meane / while the Saluage man, when he beheld 

That huge great foole oppreflfing th'other Knight, 250 

1. 229, ^fare! 
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Whom with his weight vnweldy downe he held, 
He flew vpon him, like a greedy kight 
Vnto fome carrion offered to his fight, 
And downe him plucking, with his nayles and teeth 
Gan him to hale, and teare, and fcratch, and bite ; 
And from him taking his owne whip, therewith 
So fore him fcourgeth, that the bloud downe followeth. 

And fure I weene, had not the Ladies cry 
Procured the Prince his cruell hand to (lay, 
He would with whipping, him haue done to dye: 260 
But being checkt, he did abftaine ftreight way, 
And let him rife. Then thus the Prince gan fay ; 
Now Lady f ith your fortunes thus difpofe, 
That if ye lift haue liberty, ye may, 
Vnto your felfe I freely leaue to chofe. 

Whether I fhall you leaue, or from thefe villaines lofe. 

Ah nay Sir Knight (fayd flie) it may not be, 
But that I needes muft by all meanes fulfill 
This penaunce, which enioyned is to me, 
Leaft vnto me betide a greater ill ; 270 

Yet no leffe thankes to you for your good will. 
So humbly taking leaue, (he turnd afide, 
But Arthur e with the reft, went onward ftill 
On his firft queft : in which did him betide 

A great aduenture, which did him from them deuide.. 

But firft it falleth me by courfe to tell 
Of faire Serena : who as earft you heard, 

1. 274, : for , — accepted : and so 1. 277* 
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When firft the gentle Squire at variaunce fell 
With thofe two Carles, fled fall away, afeard / 
Of villany to be to her inferd : 280 

So frefli the image of her former dread. 
Yet dwelling in her eye, to her appeard, 
That euery foote did tremble, which did tread, 
And euery body two, and two flie foure did read. 

Through hils & dales, through bufhes & through brcrcs 
Long thus (he fled, till that at lad fhe thought 
Her felfe now paft the perill of her feares. 
Then looking round about, and feeing nought. 
Which doubt of daung^r to her offer mought. 
She from her palfrey lighted on the plaine, 290 

And fitting downe, her felfe a while bethought 
Of her long trauell and turmoyling paine ; 

And often did of loue, and oft of lucke complaine. 

And euermore (he blamed Calepine^ 

The good Sir Calepine^ her owne true Knight, 

As th'onely author of her wofuU tine : 

For being of his loue to her fo light, 

As her to leaue in fuch a piteous plight. 

Yet neuer Turtle truer to his make, 

Then he was tride vnto his Lady bright : 300 

Who all this while endured for her fake. 

Great perill of his life, and refUefle paines did take. 

Tho when as all her plaints, (he had difplayd, 
And well difburdened her engrieued breft, 
Vpon the grafle her felfe adowne (he layd ; 
Where being tyrde with trauell, and oppreft 

!• 288, , for . —accepted. 
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With forrow, flie betooke her felfe to reft. 
There whileft in Morplteus bofome fafe (he lay, 
Fearelefle of ought, that mote her peace moleft, 
Falfe Fortune did her fafety betray, 3 1 o 

Vnto a ftraunge mifchaunce, tliat menac'd her decay. 

In / thefe wylde deferts, where flie now abode, 
There dwelt a faluage nation, which did Hue 
Of ftealth and fpoile, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders ; ne did giue 
Them felues to any trade, as for to driue 
The painefull plough, or cattell for to breed, 
Or by aduentrous marchandize to thriue ; 
But on the labours of poore men to feed, 

And feme their owne neceffities with others need. 320 

Thereto they vfde one moft accurfed order, 

To eate the flefh of men, whom they mote fynde, 
And ftraungers to deuoure, which on their border 
Were brought by errour, or by wreckfull wynde. 
A monftrous cruelty gainft courfe of kynde. 
They towards euening wandring euery way, 
To feeke for booty, came by fortune blynde, 
Whereas this Lady, like a fheepe aftray, 

Now drowned in the depth of fleepe all fearelefle lay. 

Soone as they fpide her, Lord what gladfuU glee 330 
They made amongft them felues ; but when her face 
Like the faire yuory (hining they did fee, 
Each gan his fellow folace and embrace, 

U. 316-18, (« . . . thriutS : I. 327, {by . . . blind\. 
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For ioy of fucb good hap by heauenly grace. 
Then gan they to deuize what courfe to take : 
Whether to flay her there vpon the place. 
Or fufler her out of her fleepe to wake. 
And then her eate attonce ; or many meales to make. 

The befl: aduizement was of bad, to let her 

Slecpe out her fill, without cncomberment : 340 

For flccpc they fayd would make her battill better. 
Then when (he wakt, they all gaue one confent, / 
That f ince by grace of God flic there was fent, 
Vnto their God they would her facrifize ; 
Whofe fliare, her guiltlefle bloud they would prcfent, 
But of her dainty flefli they did deuize 

To make a common feaft, & feed with gurmandize. 

So round about her they them felues did place 
Vpon the gralTe, and diucrfely difpofe, 
As each thought bcfl to fpcnd tlie lingring fpace. 350 
Some with their eyes the dainteft morfels chofe ; 
Some praife her paps, fome praife her lips and nofc; 
Some whet their kniues, and drip their elboes bare: 
The Pricil him felfe a garland doth compofe 
Of fined flowres, and with full bufie care 

His bloudy veffcls wafli, and holy fire prepare. 

The Damzcll wakes : then all attonce vpftart, 
And round about her flocke, like many flies. 
Whooping, and hallowing on eucry part, 
As if they would haue rent the brafen flcies. 360 

*• 343. */«V/<': 1. 344. ; for ,— accepted : 1. 351, *dmntu:ft'i I 357, 
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Which when (he fees with ghaftly griefful eies, 
Her heart does quake, and deadly pallid hew 
Benumbes her cheekes : Then out aloud (he cries, 
Where none is nigh to heare, that will her rew, 
And rends her golden locks, and fnowy brefts embrew. 

But all bootes not : they hands vpon her lay ; 
And firft they fpoile her of her lewis deare, 
And afterwards of all her rich array ; 
The which amongd them they in peeces teare, 
And of the pray each one a part doth beare. 
Now being naked, to their fordid eyes 371 

The goodly threafures of nature appeare : 
Which as they view with ludfuU fantafyes, 

£ach wi(heth to him felfe, and to the reft enuyes. 

Her />'iiorie necke, her alablafter breft, 

Her paps, which like white filken pillowes were. 

For loue in foft delight thereon to reft; 

Her tender fides, her bellie white and clere, 

Which like an Altar did it felfe vprere. 

To offer facrifice diuine thereon ; 380 

Her goodly thighes, whofe glorie did appeare 

Like a triumphall Arch, and thereupon 

The fpoiles of Princes hang'd, which were in battel won. 

Thofe daintie parts, the dearlings of delight. 
Which mote not be prophan'd of common eyes, 
Thofe villeins vew'd with loofe lafciuious fight, 
And clofely tempted with their craftie fpyes ; 

1- 370, ^prey* : 1. 378, , after ^/idcs '—accepted. 
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And fome of them gan mongft themfdues deuize^ 
Thereof by force to take their beaftly pleafure. 
But them the Pried rebuking, did aduize 390 

To dare not to pollute fo facred threafure, 
Vow'd to the gods: religio held euen theeues in meafure. 

So being ftayd, they her from thence dire£led 
Vnto a little groue not farre afyde, 
In which an altar fliortly they eredled. 
To flay her on. And now the Euentyde 
His brode black wings had through the heauens wyde 
By this difpred, that was the tyme orda3nied 
For fuch a difmall deed, their guilt to hyde : 
Of few greene turfes an altar foone they fayned, 400 

And deckt it all with flowres, which they nigh hand ob- 
tayned. 

Tho when as all things readie were aright. 
The Damzell was before the altar fet, 
Being alreadie dead with fearefuU fright 
To whom the Priefl: with naked armes full net / 
Approching nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 
Gan mutter clofe a certaine fecret charme, 
With other diuelifh ceremonies met : 
Which doen he gan aloft t'aduance his arme, 

Whereat they Ihouted all, and made a loud 

alarme. 410 

Then gan the bagpypes and the homes to (hrill. 
And fhrieke aloud, that with the peoples voyce 
Confufed, did the ayre with terror fill, 
And made the wood to tremble at the noyce : 
The whyles (he wayld, the more they did reioyce. 
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Now mote ye vnderftand that to this groue 
Sir Calepine by chaunce, more then by choyce, 
The felfe fame euening fortune hether droue, 
As he to feeke Serena through the woods did roue. 

Long had he fought her, and through many a foyle 420 
Had traueld (lill on foot in heauie armes, 
Ne ought was tyred with his endleffe toyles, 
Ne ought was feared of his certaine harmes : 
And now all weetleffe of the wretched ftormes, 
In which his loue was lofl, he flept full faft, 
Till being waked with thefe loud alarmes, 
He lightly ftarted vp like one aghaft, 

And catching vp his arms ftreight to the noife forth pad. 

There by th'vncertaine glims of ftarry night, 

And by tlie twinckling of their facred fire, 430 

He mote perceiue a litle dawning fight 
Of all, which there was doing in that quire : 
Mongft whom a woman fpoyld of all attire 
He fpyde, lamenting her vnluckie ftrife, 
And groning fore from grieued hart entire ; 
Eftfoones he faw one with a naked knife 

Readie to launch her bred, and let out loued life. 

With / that he thrufts into the thickeft throng, 
And euen as his right hand adowne defcends, 
He him preuenting, layes on earth along, 440 

And facrifizeth to th'infemall feends. 
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Then to the reft his wrathful! hand he bends ; 
Of whom he makes fuch hauocke and fuch hew, 
That fwarmes of damned foules to hell he fends : 
The reft that fcape his fword and death efchew, 
Fly like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons vew. 

From them returning to that Ladie backe, 
Whom by the Altar he doth fitting find, 
Yet fearing death, and next to death the lacke 
Of clothes to couer, what (hee ought by kind : 450 
He firft her hands beginneth to vnbind. 
And then to queftion of her prefent woe ; 
And afterwards to cheare with fpeaches kind. 
But fhe for nought that he could fay or doe, 

One word durft fpeake, or anfwere him a whit thereto. 

So inward fliame of her vncomely cafe 

She did conceiue, through care of womanhood, 
That though the night did couer her difgrace, 
Yet flie in fo vn womanly a mood. 
Would not bewray the ftate in which (lie ftood. 460 
So all that night to him vnknowen fhe paft. 
But day, that doth difcouer bad and good, 
Enfewing, made her knowen to him at laft : 

The end whereof He keepe vntili another caft. 
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Cant. IX. 

^ y Co/iiivr >M^ witA Afeiida ^ ^^^ 

^ ♦^ and Umesfayre PaJloreU ; "^ ^T 

^^ ,Jt^ Coridon enuies htmy yet he ♦i* <^ 

V T _^ iV/ rewards him well, T ^^ 

NOw turne againe my teme thou iolly fwayne, 
Backe to the furrow which I lately left ; 
I lately left a furrow, one or twayne 
Vnplough'd, the which my coulter hath not cleft : 
Yet feem'd the foyle both fayre and frutefull eft, lo 
As I it paft, that were too great a fliame, 
That fo rich frute fhould be from vs bereft ; 
Befide the great difhonour and defame, 
Which fhould befall to Calidores immortall name. 

Great trauell hath the gentle Calidare 
And toyle endured, fith I left him laft 
Sewing the Blatant beajl \ which I forbore 
To finifli then, for other prefent haft. 
Full many pathes and perils he hath paft, (plaines 
Through hils, through dales, throgh forefts, & throgh 
In that fame queft which Fortune on him caft, 20 

1, 17, ; for , — acceptecL 
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Which he atchieued to his owne g^eat gaines. 
Reaping etemall glorie of his refUeflfe paines. 

So fharply he the Monfter did purfew. 

That day nor night he fuffr^ him to reft, 

Ne refled he himfelfe but natures dew. 

For dread of daunger, not to be redreft, 

If / he for flputh forflackt fo famous queft. 

dim firft from court he to the citties courfed. 

And from the citties to the townes him preft, 30 

And from the townes into the countrie forfed, 

And from the country back to priuate farmes he fcorfed. 

From thence into the open fields he fled, 

Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their neat» 

And fhepheards finging to their flockes, that fed, 

Layes of fweete loue and youthes delightfull heat : 

Him thether eke for all his fearefuU threat 

He followed fad, and chaced him fo nie. 

That to the folds, where fheepe at night doe feat, 

And to the litle cots, where fhepherds lie 40 

In winters wrathfuU time, he forced him to flie. 

There on a day as he purfew'd the chace. 

He chaunft to fpy a fort of fhepheard groomes, 

Playing on pypes, and caroling apace. 

The whyles their beafts there in the budded broomes 

Bef ide them fed, and nipt the tender bloomes : 

For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 

To whom Sir Calidore yet fweating comes, 



1. 21, capital F— accepted : I. 26, {fmt . . . deu^ : 1. 37, ^thitktr^ 
so 1. 50; and (^for . . threat) : 1. 41, * /iiw^ '—Church and Upton suj 
« tine, * 



and 
uggest 



Cant.IX,^ FAERIE QVEENE. 313 

And them to tell him courteoufly befought, 
If fuch a bead they faw, which he had thether brought. 

They anfwer'd him, that no fuch bead they faw, 5 1 

Nor any wicked feend, that mote offend 
Their happie flockes, nor daunger to them draw : 
But if that fuch there were (as none they kend) 
They prayd high God them farre from them to fend. 
Then one of them him feeing fo to fweat. 
After his ruflicke wife, that well he weend, 
Offred him drinke, to quench his thirftie heat, 

And if he hungry were, him offred eke to eat. / 

The knight was nothing nice, where was no need, 60 
And tooke their gentle offer : fo adowne 
They prayd him fit, and gaue him for to feed 
Such homely what, as femes the fimple clowne, 
That doth defpife the dainties of the towne. 
Tho hauing fed his fill, he there befyde 
Saw a faire damzell, which did weare a crowne 
Of fundry flowres, with f ilken ribbands tyde, 

Yclad in home-made greene that her owne hands had 
dyde. 

Vpon a litle hillocke (he was placed 

Higher then all the reft, and round about 70 

Enuiron'd with a girland, goodly graced, 

Of louely laffes, and them all without 

The luftie fhepheard fwaynes fate in a rout ; 

The which did pype and f ing her prayfes dew. 

And oft reioyce, and oft for wonder fhout, 
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As if fome miracle of heauenly hew 
Were downe to them defcended in that earthly vew. 

And foothly fure (he was full fayre of face. 
And perfcflly well fhapt in euery lim, 
Which fhe did more augment with modeft gfracc, 80 
And comely carriage of her countenance trim, 
That all the reft like lefTer lamps did dim : 
Who her admiring as fome heauenly wight. 
Did for their foueraine goddeffe her efteeme, 
And caroling her name both day and night. 

The fayreft Pajlorella her by name did hight. 

Ne was there heard, ne was there fhepheards fwayne 
But her did honour, and eke many a one 
Burnt in her loue, and with fweet pleaf ing payne 
Full many a night for her did figh and grone : 90 
But / moft of all the fhepheard Coridon 
For her did languifh, and his deare life fpend ; 
Yet neither ftie for him, nor other none 
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend : 

Though meane her lot, yet higher did her mind afcend. 

Her whyles Sir Calidore there vewed well, 

And markt her rare demeanure, which him feemed 

So farre the meane of fhepheards to excell, 

As that he in his mind her worthy deemed. 

To be a Princes Paragone efteemed ; 100 

He was vn wares furprifd in fubtile bands 

Of the blynd boy, ne thence could be redeemed 

1. 100, ; for ,— accepted. 
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By any fkill out of his cruell hands ; 
Caught like the bird, which gazing ftill on others (lands. 

So ftood he ftill long gazing thereupon, 
Ne any will had thence to moue away, 
Although his queft were farre afore him gon ; 
But after he had fed, yet did he ftay. 
And fate there ftill, vntill the flying day 
Was farre forth fpent, difcourf ing diuerfly no 

Of fundry things, as fell, to worke delay ; 
And euermore his fpeach he did apply 

To th'heards, but meant them to the damzels fantazy. 

By this the moyftie night approching faft, 
Her deawy humour gan on th'earth to fhed. 
That wam'd the ftiepheards to their homes to haft 
Their tender flocks, now being fully fed. 
For feare of wetting them before their bed ; 
Then came to them a good old aged fyre, 
Whofe filuer lockes bedeckt his beard and hed, 120 
With fhepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre. 

That wild the damzell rife ; the day did now expyre. / 

He was to weet by common voice efteemed 
The father of the fayreft Pajlorell, 
And of her felfe in very deede fo deemed ; 
Yet was not fo, but as old ftories tell 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 
In th'open fields an Infant left alone. 
And taking vp brought home, and nourfed well 

!• 103, ; for,— accepted: L III, , after *y^// '—accepted : 1. 122, ^wilfJ,* 
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As his owne chyld ; for other he had none, 130 

That fhe in tra6): of time accompted was his owne. 

She at his bidding meekely did arife, 

And (Ireight vnto her litle flocke did fare : 
Then all the refl about her rofe likewife. 
And each his fundrie fheepe with feuerall care 
Gathered together, and them homeward bare : 
Whyleft euerie one with helping hands did ftrioe 
Amongfl themfelues, and did their labours fhaxe, 
To helpe faire Paftorella^ home to driue 

Her fleecie flocke ; but Coridan mod helpe did giue. 

But Melibcee (fo hight that good old man) 141 

Now feeing Calidore left all alone, 
And night arriued hard at hand, b^an 
Him to inuite vnto his f imple home ; 
Which though it were a cottage clad with Idme, 
And all things therein meane, yet better fo 
To lodge, then in the faluage fields to rome. 
The knight full gladly fi^one agreed thereto. 

Being his harts owne wifh, and home with him did go. 

There he was welcomed of that honeft fyre, 150 

And of his aged Beldame homely well ; 
Who him befought himfelfe to difattyre. 
And reft himfelfe, till fupper time befell. 
By/ which home came the fayreft Pajiorell^ 
After her flocke fhe in their fold had tyde : 
And fupper readie dight, they to it fell 

1. 155, : for , — accepted. 
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With fmall adoe, and nature fatisfyde, 
The which doth litle craue contented to abyde. 

Tho when they had their hunger flaked well, 

And the fayre mayd the table ta'ne away, 160 

The gentle knight, as he that did excell 
In courtefie, and well could doe and fay, 
For fo great kindnefle as he found that day, 
Gan greatly thanke his hod and his good wife ; 
And drawing thence his fpeach another way, 
Gan highly to commend the happie life. 

Which Shepheards lead, without debate or bitter ftrife. 

How much (fayd he) more happie is the ftate. 
In which ye father here doe dwell at eafe, 
Leading a life fo free and fortunate, 170 

From all the tempefts of thefe worldly feas, 
Which toffe the reft in daungerous difeafe ? 
Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked enmitie 
Doe them afflict, which no man can appeafe ; 
That certes I your happinefle enuie. 

And wifh my lot were plaft in fuch felicitie. 

Surely my fonne (then anfwer'd he againe) 
If happie, then it is in this intent. 
That hauing fmall, yet doe I not complaine 
Of want, ne wifli for more it to augment, 180 

But doe my felfe, with that I haue, content ; 
So taught of nature, which doth litle need 
Of forreine helpes to lifes due nourifhment : 
The fields my food, my ilocke my rayment breed ; 

No better doe I weare, no better doe I feed . 

1. 1 74, ; for ,— accepted. 
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Therefore I doe not any one cnuy, 
Nor am enuyde of any one therefore ; 
They that haue much, feare much to loofe thereby, 
And ftore of cares doth follow riches flore. 
The litle that I haue growes dayly more 190 

Without my care, but onely to attend it ; 
My lambes doe euery yeare increafe their fcore, 
And my flockes father daily doth amend it. Qt ? 

What haue I, but to praife th* Almighty, that doth fend 

To them, that lift, the worlds gay fhowes I leaue, 
And to great ones fuch follies doe foi^iue, 
Which oft through pride do their owne perill weaue, 
And through ambition downe themfelues doe driue 
To fad decay, that might contented Hue. 
Me no fuch cares nor combrous thoughts offend, 2C0 
No once my minds vnmoued quiet grieue. 
But all the night in filuer fleepe I fpend. 

And all the day, to what I lift, I doe attend. 

Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed foe 
Vnto my Lambes, and him diflodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne I praftife from the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her kidde how to conuay ; 
Another while I baytes and nets difplay, 
The birds to catch, or fifhes to beguyle : 
And when I wearie am, I downe doe lay 210 

My limbos in euery fhade, to reft from toyle, (boylc. 

And drinke of eucr}' brooke, when thirft my throte doth 

The time was once, in my firft prime of yeares, 
When pride of youth forth pricked my def ire, 
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That I difdain'd amongft mine equall peares 
To follow fheepe, and (hepheards bafe attire : 
For /further fortune then I would inquire. 
And leauing home, to roiall court 1 fought ; 
Where I did fell my felfe for yearely hire, 
And in the Princes gardin daily wrought : 220 

There I beheld fuch vainenefle, as I neuer thought. 

With fight whereof foone cloyd, and long deluded 
With idle hopes, which them doe entertaine. 
After I had ten yeares my felfe excluded 
From natiue home, and fpent my youth in vaine, 
I gan my follies to my felfe to plaine. 
And this fweet peace, whofe lacke did then appeare. 
Tho backe returning to my fheepe againe, 
I from tlienceforth haue learn'd to loue more deare 

This lowly quiet life, which I inherite here. 230 

Whyleft thus he talkt, the knight with greedy eare 
Hong ftill vpon his melting mouth attent ; 
Whofe fenfefull words empierft his hart fo neare. 
That he was rapt with double rauifhment. 
Both of his fpeach that wrought him great content, 
And alfo of the obie6l of his vew, 
On which his hungry eye was alwayes bent ; 
That twixt his pleafing tongue and her faire hew, 

He loft himfelfe, and like one halfe entraunced grew. 

Yet to occafion meanes, to worke his mind, 240 

And to inf inuate his harts defire, 
He thus replyde ; Now furely fyre, I find, 
That all this worlds gay fhowes, which we admire, 
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Be but vaine fhadowes to this fafe retyre 
Of life, which here in lowlineffe ye lead, 
Fearelefle of foes, or fortunes wrackfuU yx^ 
Which toHeth dates, and vnder foot dodi tread 
The mightie ones, afTrayd of eueiy chaunges dread. / 

That eucn I which daily doe behold 

The glorie of the great, mongft whom I won, 250 

And now haue prou'd, what happinefTe ye hold 

In this fmall plot of your dominion. 

Now loath great Lordfhip and ambition ; 

And wifh th'heauens fo much had graced mee, 

As graunt me Hue in like condition ; 

Or that my fortunes might tranfpofed bee 
From pitch of higher place, vnto this low degree. 

In vaine (faid then old Melibce) doe men 
The heauens of their fortunes fault accufe, 
Sith they know beft, what is the bed for them : 260 
For they to each fuch fortune doe diffufe. 
As they doe know each can moft aptly vfe. 
For not that, which men couet moft, is beft, 
Nor that thing worft, which men do moft refufe ; 
But fitteft is, that all contented reft 

With that they hold : each hath his fortune in his 
breft. 

It is the mynd, that maketh good or ill. 

That maketh wretch or happie, rich or poore : 
For fome, that hath abundance at his will. 
Hath not enough, but wants in greateft ftore ; 270 
And other that hath litle, afkes no more, 
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But in that litle is both rich and wife. 
For wifedome is moft riches ; fooles therefore 
They are, which fortunes doe by vowes deuize, 
Sith each vnto himfelfe his life may fortunize. 

Since then in each mans felf (faid Calidore) 
It is, to fafhion his owne lyfes eftate, 
Giue leafue awhyle, good father, in this fhore 
To reft my barcke, which hath bene beaten late 280 
With / ftormes of fortune and tempeftuous fate, 
In feas of troubles and of toylefome paine, 
That whether quite from them for to retrate 
I fhall refolue, or backe to turne againe, 

I may here with your felfe fome fmall repofe obtaine. 

Not that the burden of fo bold a gueft 

Shall chargefull be, or chaunge to you at all ; 
For your meane food fhall be my daily feaft, 
And this your cabin both my bowre and halir 
Befides for recompence hereof, I fhall 290 

You well reward, and golden guerdon giue, 
That may perhaps you better much withall, 
And in this quiet make you fafer liue. 

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it driue. 

But the good man, nought tempted with the ofTer 
Of his rich mould, did thruft it farre away. 
And thus befpake ; Sir knight, your bounteous proffe 
Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill difplay 
That mucky mafTe, the caufe of mens decay. 
That mote empaire my peace with daungers dread. 
But if ye algates couet to aflfay 301 
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This f imple fort of life, that (hepheards lead, 
Be it your owne : our nidenefle to your felfe aread. 

So there that night Sir Calidare did dwell, 

And long while after, whilefl him lift remaine, 

Dayly beholding the fayre Pajlorell^ 

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane. 

During which time he did her entertaine 

With all kind courtefies, he could inuent ; 

And euery day, her companie to gaine, 310 

When to the field (lie went, he with her went : 

So for to quench his fire, he did it more augment/ 

But fhc that neuer had acquainted beene 

With fuch queint vfage, fit for Queenes and Kings, 

Ne eucr had fuch knightly feruice feene. 

But being bred vnder bafe (hepheards wings, 

Had eucr learned to loue the lowly things, 

Did litle whit regard his courteous guize. 

But cared more for Colitis carolings 

Then all that he could doe, or euer deuize : 320 

His layes, his loucs, his lookes (he did them all defpize. 

Which Calidore perceiuing, thought it beft 
To chaunge the manner of his loftie looke ; 
And doffing his bright armes, himfelfe addreft 
In fhepheards weed, and in his hand he tooke, 
In ftead of fteclehead fpeare, a fhepheards hooke ; 
That who had feene him then, would haue bethought 
On Phtygian Paris by Plexippus brooke, 

11. 316-17 within ( ) : 1. 320, * evW : L 324-— Church suggests ^ht dnjf : 
1. 326, ; for , — accepted : 1. 329, * Ocnom^^ as suggested by Hughes, ac- 
cepted for ^ Betione' of '96, 1609, etc 
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When he the loue of fayre Oenone fought, 
What time the golden apple was vnto him brought. 330 

So being clad, vnto the fields he went 
With the faire Pajlorella euery day. 
And kept her fheepe with diligent attent, 
Watching to driue the rauenous Wolfe away, 
The whyleft at pleafure (he mote fport and play ; 
And euery euening helping them to fold : 
And otherwhiles for need, he did affay 
In his ftrong hand their rugged teats to hold. 

And out of them to preffe the milke : loue fo much 
could. 

Which feeing Coridon, who her Hkewife 340 

Long time had lou'd, and hop'd her loue to gaine, 
He much was troubled at that ftraungers guize, 
And many gealous thoughts conceiu'd in vaine. 
That /this of all his labour and long paine 
Should reap the harueft, ere it ripened were ; 
That made him fcoule, and pout, and oft complaine 
Of Pajlorell to all the fhepheards there, 

That fhe did loue a ftranger fwayne then him more dere. 

And euer when he came in companie, 

Where CalUiore was prefent, he would loure, 350 

And byte his lip, and euen for gealoufie 

Was readie oft his owne hart to deuoure. 

Impatient of any paramoure : 

Who on the other fide did feeme fo farre 

From malicing, or grudging his good houre, 

^' 34Si ; for ,— accepted. 
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That all he could, he graced him with her, 
Ne euer (hewed fig^e of rancour or of iarre. 

And oft, when Caridon vnto her brought 
Or litle fparrowes, ftolen from their neft, 
Or wanton fquirrels, in tlie woods farre fought, 360 
Or other daintie thing for her addrefl, 
He would commend his guift, and make the beft. 
Yet fhe no whit his prefcnts did regard, 
Ne him could find to fancie in her bred : 
This newcome (hepheard had his market mard. 

Old loue is litle worth when new is more prefard. 

One day when as the (hepheard fwaynes together 
Were met, to make their fports and merrie glee, 
As they are wont in faire fun(hynie weather, 
The whiles their flockes in (hadowes (hrouded bee, 
They fell to daunce : then did they all agree, 371 
That Colin Clout (hould pipe as one moft fit ; 
And Calidore (hould lead the ring, as hee 
That moft in Pajlorellaes grace did fit 

Thereat frown'd Coridon, and his lip clofely bit. / 

But Calidore of courteous inclination 

Tooke Condon^ and fet him in his place, 

That he (hould lead the daunce, as was his fafhion ; 

For Coridofi could daunce, and trimly trace. 

And when as Pajlorellay him to grace, 380 

Her flowry garlond tooke from her owne head. 

And plaft on his, he did it foone difplace, 

And did it put on Coridons in ftead : 

Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earft feemed dead. 

1. 372, capital C— accepted in * Chut.* 
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Another time, when as they did difpofe 
To praftife games, and maifteries to try, 
They for their ludge did Pajlorella chofe ; 
A garland was the meed of viflory. 
There Coridon forth ftepping openly, 
Did chalenge Calidore to wreftling game : 390 

For he through long and perfefl induftry, 
Therein well pra6lifd was, and in the fame 

Thought fure fauenge his grudge, & worlce his foe great 
fhame. 

But Calidore he greatly did miftake ; 

For he was ftrong and mightily ftiffe pight, 

That with one fall his necke he almoft brake. 

And had he not vpon him fallen light. 

His deareft ioynt he fure had broken quight. 

Then was the oaken crowne by Pajlorell 

Giuen to Calidore^ as his due right ; 400 

But he, that did in courtefie excell, 

Gaue it to Coridon^ and faid he wonne it well. 

Thus did the gentle knight himfelfe abeare 
Amongft that rufticke rout in all his deeds, 
That euen they, the which his riuals were, 
Could not maligne him, but commend him needs : 
For / courtefie amongft the rudeft breeds 
Good will and fauour. So it furely wrought 
With this faire Mayd, and in her mynde the feeds 
Of perfeft loue did fow, that laft forth brought 410 

The fruite of ioy and bliffe, though long time dearely 
bought. 

L 407, : after * breeds'* removed : 1. 411, * fought^* suggested by Church. 
VIIL I S 
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Thus Calidore continu'd there long time, 
To winne the loue of the faire Paftorell ; 
Which hauing got, he vfed without crime 
Or blamefull blot, but menaged fo well, 
That he of all the reft, which there did [d]well, 
Was fauoured, and to her grace commended. 
But what ftraunge fortunes vnto him befell, 
Ere he attained the point by him intended. 

Shall more conueniently in other place be ended. 



Cant. X. 










Calidore ftcs the Graces dauuce^ 

To Co lifts melody : 
The whiles his Paftorell is led, 
ft to cajtiuity. 




'\ 7 \ 7 Ho now does follow the foule BlatatU Btafty 
Y Y Whileft Calidore does follow that faire 

Mayd, 
Vnmyndfull of his vow and high behead, 
Which by the Faery Queene was on him layd, 
That he fhould neuer leaue, nor be delayd lo 

From chacing him, till he had it attchieued ? 
But now entrapt of loue, which him betrayd. 



1. 416, 'tcy//' in '96 and 1C09— lext an obvious correction, as in 1611. 
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He mindeth more, how he may be relieued 
With grace from her, whofe loue his heart hath fore en- 
grieued. / 

That from henceforth he meanes no more to few 
His former queft, fo full of toile and paine ; 
Another queft, another game in vew 
He hath, the guerdon of his loue to gaine : 
With whom he myndes for euer to remaine, 
And fet his reft amongft the rufticke fort, 20 

Rather then hunt ftill after fhadowes vaine 
Of courtly fauour, fed with light report. 

Of euery blafte, and fayling alwaies in the port, 

Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be. 
From fo high ftep to ftoupe vnto fo low. 
For who had tafted once (as oft did he) 
The happy peace, which there doth ouerflow. 
And prou'd the perfe£l pleafures, which doe grow 
Amongft poore hyndes, in hils, in woods, in dales, 
Would neuer more delight in painted fhow 30 

Of fuch falfe bliffe, as there is fet for ftales, 

T'cntrap vnwary fooles in their eternall bales. 

For what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
Like to one fight, which Calidore did vew ? 
The glaunce whereof their dimmed eies would daze. 
That neuer more they fhould endure the (hew 
Of that funne-fhine, that makes them looke aflcew. 
Ne ought in all that world of beauties rare, 
(Saue onely Glorianaes heauenly hew 

L 23, * in * accepted for * on ' of '96. 
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To which what can compare ? ) can it compare ; 40 
The which as commeth now, byr courfe I will declare: 

One day as he did raunge the fields abroad, 
Whilcft his faire Pajlorella was elfewhere, 
He chaunft to come, far from all peoples troad, 
Vnto a place, whofe pleafaunce did appere 
To / parte all others, on the earth which were : 
For all that eucr was by natures fkill 
Deuized to worke delight, was gathered there, 
And there by her were poured forth at fill, 

As if this to adome, fhe all the reft did pill. 50 

It was an hill, plafte in an open plaine, 

That round about was bordered with a wood 

Of matchlefie hight, that feem'd th'earth to difdaine ; 

In which all trees of honour ftately ftood, 

And did all winter as in fommer bud, 

Sprcdding pauilions for the birds to bowre, 

Which in their lower braunches fung aloud ; 

And in their tops the foring hauke did towre. 

Sitting like King of fowles in maicfty and powre. 

And at the foote thereof, a gentle flud 60 

His filuer waues did foftly tumble downe, 
Vnmard with ragged moffe or filthy mud ; 
Ne mote wylde beaftes, ne mote the ruder clowne 
Thereto approch, ne filth mote therein drowne : 
But Nymphes and Faeries by the bancks did fit, 
In the woods (hade, which did the waters crowne, 

1. 49, :/f//' -//////' but qu. *«'///'?: 1. 51, , after 'iliZ^'— accepted: L 53, 
; for , — accept ctl, niid so 1. 62. 
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Keeping all noyfome things away from it, 
And to the waters fall tuning their accents fit. 

^ And on the top thereof a fpacious plaine 

Did fpred it felfe, to ferue to all delight, 70 

Either to daunce, when they to daunce would faine, 
Or elfe to courfe about their bafes light ; 
Ne ought there wanted, which for pleafure might 
Def ired be, or thence to banifh bale : 
So pleafauntly the hill with equall hight. 
Did feeme to ouerlooke the lowly vale ; 
Therefore it rightly cleeped was mount Acidale. / 

They fay that Vcfius^ when fhe did difpofe 
^ Her felfe to pleafaunce, vfed to refort 

Vnto this place, and therein to repofe 80 

And reft her felfe, as in a gladfome port, 
Or with the Graces there to play and fport ; 
That euen her owne Cytheron, though in it 
She vfed moft to keepe her royall court, 
And in her foueraine Maiefty to fit, 

She in regard hereof refufde and thought vnfit 



/ 



Vnto this place when as the Elfin Knight 
, Approcht, him feemed that the merry found 
Of a fhrill pipe he playing heard on hight. 
And many feete faft thumping th'hollow ground, 90 
That through the woods their Eccho did rebound. 
He nigher drew, to weete what mote it be ; 
There he a troupe of Ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfuU glee, 
And in the midft a Shepheard piping he did fee. 
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He durfl not enter into th'open greene, 
For dread of them vnwares to be defcryde. 
For breaking of their daunce, if he were feene ; 
But in the couert of the wood did byde, 
Beholding all, yet of them vnefpyde, lOO 

There he did fee, that pleafed much his fight, 
That euen he him felfe his eyes enuyde, 
An hundred naked maidens lilly white, 

All raunged in a ring, and dauncing in delight 

All they without were raunged in a ring. 

And daunced round ; but in the midil of them 
Three other Ladies did both daunce and fing, 
The whileft the reft them round about did hemme, 
And / like a girlond did in compafTe ftemme : 
And in the raiddeft of thofe fame three, was placed 
Another Damzell, as a precious gemme, 1 1 1 

Amidft a ring moft richly well enchaced, 

That with her goodly prefence all the reft much graced. 

Looke how the Crowne, which Ariadfte wore 
Vpon her yuory forehead that fame day 
That Thefeus her vnto his bridale bore. 
When the bold Centaiires made that bloudy fray 
With the fierce LapitheSy which did them difmay ; 
Being now placed in the firmament. 
Through the bright heauen doth her beams difplay, 
And is vnto the ftarres an ornament, 121 

Which round about her moue in order excellent 

Such was the beauty of this goodly band, 

Whofe fundry parts were here too long to tell : 

L 115, , after ' day ' removed, as in 1609 : IL 117-18 wiUiin ( ). 
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But fhe that in the midft of them did (land, 
Seem'd all the reft in beauty to excell, 
Crownd with a rofie girlond, that right well 
Did her befeeme. And euer, as the crew 
About her daunft, fweet flowres, that far did fmell, 
And fragrant odours they vppon her threw; i 30 

But moft of all, thofe three did her with gifts endew. 

Thofe were the Graces, daughters of delight, 

Handmaides of VenuSy which are wont to haunt 
Vppon this hill, and daunce there day and night : 
Thofe three to men all gifts of grace do graunt. 
And all, that Ventis in her felfe doth vaunt, 
Is borrowed of them. But that faire one. 
That in the midft was placed parauaunt. 
Was fhe to whom that fhepheard pypt alone, 

That made him pipe fo merrily, as neuer none. / 1 40 

She was to wecte that iolly Shepheards laffe, 
. Which piped there vnto that merry rout : 
That iolly fhepheard, which there piped, was 
Poore Colin Ciout (who kn'bwes not Colin Clout ? ) 
He pypt apace, whileft they him daunft about. 
Pype iolly fhepheard, pype thou now apace 
Vnto thy loue, that made thee low to lout ; 
Thy Loue is prefent there with thee in place, 
Thy Loue is there aduaunft to be another Grace. 

Much wondred Calidore at this ftraunge fight, 150 

Whofe like before his eye had neuer feene, 

L 142, : for ,— accepted : 11. 148-9, capital L — ^accepted. 
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And (landing long aflonifhed in fprigfat. 
And rapt with pleafaunce, will not what to weene ; 
Whether it were the traine of beauties Queene, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, or enchaunted (how. 
With which his eyes mote haue deluded beene. 
Therefore refoluing, what it was, to know, 
Out of the wood he rofe, and toward them did ga 

But foone as he appeared to their vew. 

They vaniflit all away out of his fight, 1 60 

And cleane were gone, which way he neuer knew ; 
All faue the fhepheard, who for fell defpight 
Of that difpleafure, broke his bag-pipe quight, 
And made great mone for that vnhappy tume. 
But Calidore^ though no leffe fory wight, 
For that mifliap, yet feeing him to moume, 

Drew neare, that he the truth of all by him mote leame. 

And firft him greeting, thus vnto him fpake ; 
Haile icily fliepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Here leaded in this goodly merry make, 170 

Frequented of thefe gentle Nymphes alwayes, 
Which / to thee flocke, to heare thy louely layes ; 
Tell me, what mote thefe dainty Damzels be> 
Which here with thee doe make their pleafant playes? 
Right happy thou, that mayft them freely fee : 

But why when 1 them faw, fled they away from me ? 

Not I fo happy anfwcrd then that fwaine, 

As thou vnhappy, which them thence didft chace, 

1. 16S, ; for , — accepted : 1. 170, * mcrry-makcJ* 
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Whom by no meanes thou canft recall againe ; 
For being gone, none can them bring in place, 1 80 
But whom they of themfelues lift fo to grace. 
Right fory I, (faide then Sir Calidore) 
That my ill fortune did them hence difplace. 
But fince things pafled none may now reftore, (fore. 
Tell me, what were they all, whofe lacke thee grieues fo 

The gan that fhepheard thus for to dilate ; 

Then wote thou fhepheard, whatfoeuer thou bee, 

That all thofe Ladies, which thou faweft late. 

Are Venus Damzels, all within her fee, 

But differing in honour and degree : 190 

They all are Graces, which on her depend, 

Bef ides a thoufand more, which ready bee 

Her to adorne, when fo fhe forth doth wend : 

But thofe three in the midft, doe chiefe on her attend. 

rhey are the daughters of fky-ruling loue^ 
By him begot of faire Eurynome^ 
The Oceans daughter, in this pleafant groue. 
As he this way comming from feaftfull glee. 
Of Tlietis wedding with AEacidee, 
In fommers fhade himfelfe here refted weary. 200 
The firft of them hight mylde Euphrofyne^ 
Next faire Aglaia^ laft Tlialia merry : 

Sweete Goddeffes all three which me in mirth do cherry./ 

rhefe three on men all gracious gifts beftow, 
Which decke the body or adorne the mynde, 

1. 179, ; for , — not (.) as in 1609 : 1. 199, ^AEacidee' for ^ AEcidce^ of 
96— accepted. 
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To make them louely or well fauoured (how. 
As comely carris^e, entertainement kynde, 
Swcete femblaunt, friendly offices that bynde, 
And all the complements of curtef ie : 
They teach vs, how to each degree and kynde 210 
We fliould our felues demeane, to low, to hie ; 
To friends, to foes, which Ikill men call Ciuility. 

Therefore they alwaies fmoothly feeme to fmile, 
That we likewife fhould mylde and gentle be^ 
And alfo naked are, that without guile 
Or falfe diflemblaunce all them plaine may fee, 
Simple and true from couert malice free : 
And eeke them felues fo in their daunce they bore, 
That two of them ftill forward feemd to bee. 
But one ftill towards fhew'd her felfe afore ; 220 

That good fhould from vs goe, then come in greater 
ftore. 

Such were thofe Goddeffes, which ye did fee ; 

But that fourth Mayd, which there amidft the traced, 

Who can aread, what creature mote (he bee. 

Whether a creature, or a goddeffe graced 

With heauenly gifts from heuen firft enraced ? 

But what fo fure fhe was, flie worthy was, 

To be the fourth with thofe three other placed : 

Yet was (lie certes but a countrey laffe. 

Yet flie all other countrey laffes farre did paiTe. 230 

So farre as doth the daughter of the day. 
All other leflcr lights in light excell, 

1. 219, ^frffward,^ 
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So farre doth (he in beautyfull array, 
Aboue all other laffes beare the bell : 
Ne / leffe in vertue that befcemes her well, 
Doth fhe exceede the reft of all her race ; 
For which the Graces that here wont to dwell, 
Haue for more honor brought her to this place, 
And graced her fo much to be another Grace. 

Another Grace (he well deferues to be, 240- 

In whom fo many Graces gathered are. 
Excelling much the meane of her degree ; 
Diuine refemblaunce, beauty foueraine rare, 
Firme Chaftity, that fpight ne blemifh dare ; 
All which (he with fuch courtefie doth grace^ 
That all her peres cannot with her compare, 
But quite are dimmed, when (he is in place. 

She made me often pipe and now to pipe apace* 

Sunne of the world, great glory of the (ky, 

That all the earth doeft lighten with thy rayes, 25a 

Great Gloriana^ greateft Maiefty, 

Pardon thy (hepheard, mongft fo many layes. 

As he hath fung of thee in all his dayes, 

To make one minime of thy poore handmayd. 

And vnderneath thy feete to place her prayfe ; 

That when thy glory (hall be farre difplayd 

To future age of her this mention may be made. 

When thus that (hepherd ended had his fpeach, 
Sayd Calidore ; Now fure it yrketh mee. 
That to thy blifle I made this luckeleffe breach>26a 
As now the author of thy bale to be, 

1. 234, : for , — accepted : 1. 236, ; for , — accepted, and so 1. 25^ 
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Thus to bereaue thy Loues deare fight from thee : 
But gentle Shephesuxl pardon thou my (hame, 
Who raftily fought that, which I mote not fee. 
Thus did the courteous Knight excufe his blarney 
And to recomfort him, all comely meancs did frame. / 

In fuch difcourfes they together fpent 

Long time, as fit occafion forth them led ; 

With which the Knight him felfe did much content, 

And with deh'ght his greedy fancy fed, 270 

Both of his words, which he with reafon red ; 

And alfo of the place, whofe pleafures rare 

With fuch regard his fences rauifhed, 

That thence, he had no will away to fare, 

But wifht, that with that fhepheard he mote dwelling 
(hare. ^r 

But that enuenid fting, the which of yore. 
His poyfnous point deepe fixed in his hart 
Had left, now gan afrefh to rancle fore, 
And to renue the rigour of his fmart : 
Which to recure, no (kill of Leaches art 280 

Mote him auaile, but to retume againe 
To his wounds worker, that with louely dart 
Dinting his breft, had bred his reftleffe paine, 

Like as the wounded Whale to fhore flies fro the maine 

So taking leaue of that fame gentle fwaine. 
He backe returned to his rufticke wonne. 
Where his faire Pajlorella did remaine : 
To whome in fort, as he at firft begonne, 

L 262, capital L— accepted : 1. 280, in '96 * WhUh.* 
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He daily did apply him felfe to donne 
All dewfull feruice, voide of thoughts impure : 290 
Ne any paines ne perill did he fhonne, 
By which he might her to his loue allure, 
And liking in her yet vntamed heart procure. 

And euermore the fhepheard Coridon^ 
What euer thing he did her to aggrate, 
Did ftriue to match with ftrong contention, 
And all his paines did clofely emulate ; 
Whether / it were to caroll, as they fate 
Keeping their (heepe, or games to exercize, 
Or to prefent her with their labours late ; 300 

Through which if any grace chaunft to arize 

To him, the Shepheard ftreight with iealouf ie did frize. 

'One day as they all three together went 
To the greene wood, to gather ftrawberies, 
There chaunft to them a daungerous accident ; 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did rife, 
That with fell clawes full of fierce gourmandize. 
And greedy mouth, wide gaping like hell gate, 
Did runne at Pajlorelly her to furprize : 
Whom flie beholding, now all defolate 310 

Gan cry to them aloud, to helpe ere all too late. 

Which Coridon firft hearing, ran in haft 
To refkue her, but when he faw the feend, 
Through cowherd feare he fled away as faft, 
Ne durft abide the daunger of the end ; 

L 289, , removed after ^ donne'* as in 1609 and placed after ^fifuice^ : 
1. 290, * impure * — correction of '96 misprint * impare * : 1. 309, , after 
* Pafloreir — accepted: 1, 311, * her — Collier suggests ^ere^ — accepted: 
1. 314, * coward^ as before. 
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His life he deemed dearer then his frend. 
But Calidore foone comming to her ayde, 
When he the beaft faw ready now to rend 
His Loucs deare fpoile, in which his heart was prayde, 
He ran at him enraged in (lead of being frayde. 320 

He had no weapon, but his fhepheards hooke, 

To ferue the vengeaunce of his wrathfull will ; 

With which fo ftemely he the monfter flrooke, 

That to the ground aftoniflied he fell ; 

Whence ere he could recouV, he did him quell. 

And hewing off his head, [he] it prefented 

Before the feete of the faire PaftoreU ; 

Who fcarcely yet from former feare exempted, 
A thoufand times him thankt, that had her death pre- 
uented. / 

From that day forth flie gan him to affeft, 330 

And daily more her fauour did augment ; 
But Coridon for cowherdize reieiEl, 
Fit to keepe flieepe, vnfit for loues content : 
The gentle heart fcornes bafe difparagement 
Yet Calidore did not defpize him quight, 
But vfde him friendly for further intent, 
That by his fellowfliip, he colour might 

Both his eftate, and loue, from (kill of any ^aght. 

So well he woo'd her, and fo well he wrought her, 
Witli humble feruice, and with daily fute, 340 

1. 319, capital L— accepted : L 320, ^ettra^d'i 1. 322, ; for , — accepted : 
1. 326, * he'' filled in as a clear iDodvciteiU omission : 1. 332, * coivardize* \ 
1. 338, , after * lotit ' — accepted. 
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That at the laft vnto his will he brought her ; # 
Which he fo wifely well did profecute, 
That of his loue he reapt the timely frute, 
And ioyed long in clofe felicity : 
Till fortune fraught with malice, blinde, and brute, 
That enuies louers long profperity. 
Blew vp a bitter florme of foule aduerf ity. 

It fortuned one day, when Calidore 

Was hunting in the woods (as was his trade) 

A lawlefle people, Brigants hight of yore, 350 

That neuer vfde to Hue by plough nor fpade, 

But fed on fpoile and booty, which they made 

Vpon their neighbours, which did nigh them border, 

The dwelling of thefe fliepheards did inuade, 

And fpoyld their houfcs, and them feluesdid murder; 

And droue away their flocks, with other much diforder. 

Amongft the reft, the which they then did pray, 
They fpoyld old Melibee of all he had. 
And all his people captiue led away; 
Mongft which this lucklefle mayd away was lad, 360 
Faire / Pajlorella^ forrowfull and fad, 
Moft forrowfull, moft fad, that euer fight, 
Now made the fpoile of theeues and Brigaiits bad, 
Which was the conqueft of the gentleft Knight, 

That euer liu'd, and th'onely glory of his might. 

With them alfo was taken Coridon, 

And carried captiue by thofe theeues away ; 

1. 359, : for , accepted : 1. 362, *y^>^V.* 
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Who in the couert of the night, that none 
Mote them defciy, nor refkue from their pray, 
Vnto their dwelh'ng did them dofe conuay. 370 

Their dwelling in a little Ifland was, 
Couered with fhrubby woods, in which no way 
Appcard for people in nor out to pas, 
Nor any footing fynde for ouergrowen gras. 

For vndcrncath the ground their way was made, 
Through hollow caues, that no man mote difcouer 
For the thicke fhrubs, which did them alwaies fhade 
From view of liuing wight, and couered ouer : 
But darknefle dred and daily night did houer 
Through all the inner parts, wherein they dwelt 380 
Ne lightned was with window, nor with louer, 
But with continuall candlelight, which delt 

A doubtfull fenfe of things, not fo well feene, as felL 

Hither thofe Brigants brought their prefent pray. 
And kept them with continuall watch and ward ; 
Meaning fo foone, as they conuenient may. 
For flaues to fell them, for no fmall reward. 
To merchants, which them kept in bondage hard. 
Or fold againe. Now when faire Pajlorell 
Into this place was brought, and kept with gard 390 
Of griedy theeues, (he thought her felf in hell, 

Where with fuch damned fiends fhe fliould in darknefle 
dwell. / 

But for to tell the dolefull dreriment. 

And pittifuU complaints, which there fhe made, 

J' 379> * drad* : ii^., * deadly' is suggested ly Church : 1. 385, ; for ,— 
accepted. 
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Where day and night (he nought did but lament 
Her wretched life, fhut vp in deadly fliade, 
And wafte her goodly beauty, which did fade 
Like to a flowre, that feeles no heate of funne, 
Which may her feeble leaues with comfort glade. 
But what befell her in that theeuifh wonne, 400 

Will in an other Canto better be begonne. 
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Tk£ theeuesfidl out for Pa/hreU^ 
VVhiUft Mdibu isjiaine: 

Her Calidore from them redeemts^ 
And hringeth Inicke agaitu. 



i4 4p4p^4p4p4p4p^4p4p4p^^4p^4p4p4p^ 

THe ioyes of loue, if they fhould euer laft. 
Without affliftion or difquietneffe, 
That worldly chaunces doe amongfl them cafl, 
Would be on earth too great a bleffednefle, 
Liker to heauen, then mortall wretchednefle. 10 

Therefore the winged God, to let men weet, 
That here on earth is no fure happineffe, 
A thoufand fowres hath tempred with one fweet. 
To make it feeme more deare and dainty, as is meet 

IL 395-9 within ( ) : L 400, * AtuL" 
VIIL 1 6 
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Like as is now befalne to this faire Mayd, 
Faire Pajiarell^ of whom is now my fong : 
Who being now in dreadfull darknefle layd, 
Amongft thofe theeues, which her in bondage ftrong / 
Detaynd ; yet Fortune not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater mifchiefe on her threw, 20 

And forrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
That who fo heares her heauineflfe, would rew 

And pitty her fad plight, fo chang'd from pleafaunt 
hew. 

Whyleft thus fhe in thefe hellifli dens remayned. 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts vnreft. 
It fo befell (as Fortune had ordayned) 
That he, which was their Capitaine profeft. 
And had the chiefe coramaund of all the refl, 
One day as he did all his prifoners vew. 
With luftfull eyes, beheld that louely gueft, 30 

Faire Pajlorella ; whofe fad moumefull hew 

Like the faire Morning clad in mifty fog did (hew. 

At fight whereof his barbarous heart was fired. 
And inly burnt with flames mod raging whot. 
That her alone he for his part defired 
Of all the other pray, which they had got. 
And her in mynde did to him felfe allot. 
From that day forth he kyndnefle to her fhowed. 
And fought her loue, by all the meanes he mote ; 
With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed : 

And mixed threats among, and much vnto her vowed. 

1. 16, : for , — accepted : 1. 19, ; for ,— accepted ; and so L 31 : 1. 34t 
'hot' : 1. 36, ^prey: 
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But all that euer he could doe or fay, 42 

Her conftant mynd could not a whit remoue, 
Nor draw vnto the lure of his lewd lay, 
To graunt him fauour, or afford him loue. 
Yet ceaft he not to few and all waies proue, 
By which he mote accompliih his requeft, 
Saying and doing all that mote behoue ; 
Ne day nor night he fuffred her to reft, 

But her all night did watch, and all the day moleft./50 

At laft, when him fhe fo importune faw, 

Fearing leaft he at length the raines would lend 
Vnto his luft, and make his will his law, 
Sith in his powre fhe was to foe or frend ; 
She thought it beft, for fhadow to pretend 
Some fhew of fauour, by him gracing fmall, 
That fhe thereby mote either freely wend, 
Or at more eafe continue there his thrall : 

A little well is lent, that gaineth more withall. 

So from thenceforth, when loue he to her made, 60 
With better tearmes fhe did him entertaine ; 
Which gaue him hope, and did him halfe perfwade, 
That he in time her loyaunce fhould obtaine. 
But when fhe faw, through that fmall fauours gaine, 
That further, then fhe willing was, he preft ; 
She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine 
A fodaine fickeneffe, which her fore oppreft. 

And made vnfit to feme his lawleffe mindes beheft. 

By meanes whereof fhe would not him permit 

Once to approch to her in priuity, 70 

1. 51, , after ' /<2^ '—accepted : and 11. 54, 61, 65, ; for , . 
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But onely mongft the reft by her to fit. 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 
And feeking all things meete for remedy. 
But (he refolu'd no remedy to fjTide, 
Nor better cheare to (hew in mifery, 
Till Fortune would her captiue bonds vnbyndc : 
Her ficknefTe was not of the body but the mynde. 

During which fpace that (he thus ficke did lie, 
It chaunft a fort of merchants, which were wount 
To (kim thofe coaftes, for bondmen there to buy, So 
And by fuch traflficke after gaines to hunt, 
Arriued / in this Ifle though bare and blunt, 
T'inquire for (laues ; where being readie met 
By fome of thefe fame theeues at the inftant brunt, 
Were brought vnto their Captaine, who was fet 

By his faire patients fide with forrowfuU r^ret. 

To whom they (hewed, how thofe marchants were 
Arriu'd in place, their bondflaues for to buy ; 
And therefore prayd, that thofe fame captiues there 
Mote to them for their moft commodity 90 

Be fold, and mongft them (hared equally. 
This their requeft the Captaine much appalled ; 
Yet could he not their iuft demaund deny. 
And willed ftreight the (laues (hould forth be called. 

And fold for moft aduantage not to be forftalled 

Then forth the good old Melibos was brought, 
And Coridoft^ with many other moe, 

I. 76, : for , not . of 1609 : 1. 82, {though . . . biunf) : 1. 88, ; for ,— 

accepted. 
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Whom they before in diuerfe fpoyles had caught : 
All which he to the marchants fale did fhowe. 
Till fome, which did the fundry prifoners knowe, 1 00 
Gan to inquire for that faire fhepherdeffe, 
Which with the reft they tooke not long agoe, 
And gan her forme and feature to expreffe, 
The more t'augment her price, through praife of com- 
lineffe. 

To whom the Captaine in full angry wize 

Made anfwere, that the Mayd of whom they fpake, 
Was his owne purchafe and his onely prize, 
With which none had to doe, ne ought partake, 
But he himfelfe, which did that conquefl make ; 
Litle for him to haue one filly lafle : no 

Befides, through fickneffe now fo wan and weake, 
That nothing meet in marchandife to pafle. (was. / 

So fhew'd them her, to proue how pale & weake fhe 

The fight of whom, though now decayd and mard. 
And eke but hardly feene by candle-light : 
Yet like a Diamond of rich regard, 
In doubtfull fhadow of the darkefome night, 
With flarrie beames about her (hining bright, 
Thefe marchants fixed eyes did fo amaze, 
That what through wonder, & what through delight, 
A while on her they greedily did gaze, I2i 

And did her greatly like, and did her greatly praize. 

At laft when all the reft them offred were. 
And prifes to them placed at their pleafure, 

JL III, , after * Befides ' : L 115, : for ,— accepted. 
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They all refufed in regard of her, 
Ne ought would buy, how euer prifd with meafure, 
Withouten her, whofe worth aboue all threafure 
They did efteeme, and offred ftore of gold. 
But then the Captaine fraught with more difpleafure, 
Bad them be dill, his loue fhould not be fold : 130 
The reft take if they would, he her to him would hold. 

Therewith fome other of the chiefeft theeues 
Boldly him bad fuch iniurie forbeare ; 
For that fame mayd, how euer it him greeues. 
Should with the reft be fold before him theare, 
To make the prifes of the reft more deare. 
That with great rage he ftoutly doth denay ; 
And fiercely drawing forth his blade, doth fweare, 
That who fo hardie hand on her doth lay, 

It dearely fliall aby, and death for handfell pay. 140 

Thus as they words amongft them multiply. 

They fall to ftrokes, the frute of too much talke : 

And the mad fteele about doth fiercely fly, 

Not fparing wight, ne leauing any balke, 

But / making way for death at large to walke : 

Who in the horror of the griefly night, 

In thoufand dreadful fhapes doth mongft them ftaike, 

And makes huge hauocke, whiles the candlelight 

Out quenched, leaues no (kill nor difference of wight. 

Like as a fort of hungiy dogs ymet 1 50 

About fome carcafe by the common way. 
Doe fall together, ftryuing each to get 
The greateft portion of the greedie pray ; 

1. 136, ^pricts^ : 1. 142, : for ,— accepted : L 153, *prey' z& before. 
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All on confufed heapes themfelues affay, 
And fnatch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and teare ; 
That who them fees, would wonder at their fray, 
And who fees not, would be affrayd to heare : 
Such was the conflift of thofe cruell Brigants there. 

But firft of all, their captiues they doe kill, 

Lead they fhould ioyne againft the weaker fide, 160 

Or rife againft the remnant at their will ; 

Old Melibce is flaine, and him befide 

His aged wife, with many others wide : 

But Coridon efcaping craftily, 

Creepes forth of dores, whilft darknes him doth hide. 

And flyes away as faft as he can hye, 

Ne ftayeth leaue to take, before his friends doe dye. 

But Pajlorella^ wofull wretched Elfe, 

Was by the Captaine all this while defended : 
Who minding more her fafety then himfelfe, 170 
His target alwayes ouer her pretended ; 
By meanes whereof, that mote not be amended. 
He at the length was flaine, and layd on ground. 
Yet holding faft twixt both his armes extended 
Fayre Pajiorell^ who with the felfe fame wound 

Launcht through the arme, fell down with him in drerie 
fwound. / 

There lay (he couered with confufed preafle 
Of carcafes, which dying on her fell. 
Tho when as he was dead, the fray gan ceafle. 
And each to other calling, did compell 180 

1. 157, : for (.) : L 163, : for , — accepted, and 1. 169 : 1. 171, * protended* 
is suggested by Collier (needlessly). See Glossary, s,v,\ L 176^ ' Lanc't,* 
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To itay their cruell hands from flaughter fell 
Sith they that were the caufe of all, were gone. 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well, 
And lighting candles new, gan fearch anone^ 
How many of their friends were flaine, how many fone. 

Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild. 
And in his armes the dreary dying mayd, 
Like a fweet Angell twixt two clouds vphild : 
Her louely light was dimmed and decayd, 
With cloud of death vpon her e3^es difplayd ; 190 
Yet did the cloud make euen that dimmed light 
Seeme much more louely in that darknefTe layd, 
And twixt the twinckling of her eye^lids bright, 

To iparke out litle beames, like ftarres in fog^ie night 

But when they mou'd the carcafes afide* 

They found that life did yet in her remaine : 
1 hen all their helpes they bufily applyde. 
To call the foule backe to her home againe ; 
And wrought fo well with labour and long paine. 
That they to life recouered her at lad. 200 

Who f ighing fore, as if her hart in twaine 
Had riuen bene, and all her hart firings braft. 

With drearie drouping eyne lookt vp like one aghaft. 

There fhe beheld, that fore her grieu'd to fee, 
Her father and her friends about her lying. 
Her felfe fole left, a fecond fpoyle to bee 
Of thofe, that hauing faued her from dying, 
Renew'd / her death by timely death denying : 
What now is left her, but to wayle and weepe. 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying ? 210 
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Ne cared (he her wound in teares to fteepe, 
Albc with all their might thofe Brigants her did keepe. 

But when they faw her now reliu'd againe, 
They left her fo, in charge of one the bed 
Of many word, who with vnkind difdaine 
And cruell rigour her did much moleft ; 
Scarfe yeelding her due food, or timely reft, 
And fcarfely fuffring her infeftred wound, 
That fore her payn'd, by any to be dreft, 
So leaue we her in wretched thraldome bound, 220 

And tume we backe to Calidore^ where we him found. 

Who when he backe returned from the wood, 
And faw his fhepheards cottage fpoyled quight, 
And his Loue reft away, he wexed wood, 
And halfe enraged at that ruefull fight ; 
That euen his hart for very fell defpight, 
And his owne flefh he readie was to teare : 
He chauft, he grieu'd, he fretted, and he fight. 
And fared like a furious wyld Beare^ 

Whofe whelpes are ftolne away, Ihe being otherwhere. 

Ne wight he found, to whom he might complaine, 231 
Ne wight he found, of whom he might inquire ; 
That more increaft the anguifh of his paine. 
He fought the woods ; but no man could fee there. 
He fought the plaines ; but could no tydings heare. 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine rebound ; 
The playnes all wafte and emptie did appeare : 

1. 213, ' reun/d' : 1. 224, capital L— accepted : 1. 225, ; for , and L 227, 
: for .-—accepted : 1. 228, ^/igh't ' as before. 



250 THE VL BOOKS OF THE iCant XL 

Where wont the fhepheards oft their pypes refound, 
And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one he found./ 

At laft as there he romed vp and downe, 240 

He chaunfl one comming towards him to fpy, 
That feem'd to be fome forie f imple clowne. 
With ragged weedes, and lockes vpftaring hye. 
As if he did from fome late daunger fly, 
And yet his feare did follow him behynd : 
Who as he vnto him approched n}^, 
He mote perceiue by f ignes, which he did fynd. 

That Coridon it was, the filly (hepherds hynd. 

Tho to him running faft, he did not ftay 

To greet him firft, but aflct where were the reft ; 250 
Where Pajtorell ? who full of frefh difmay, 
And gufhing forth in tcares, was fo oppreft, 
That he no word could fpeake, but fmit his breft, 
And vp to heauen his eyes ftill ftreming threw. 
Whereat the knight amaz'd, yet did not reft, 
But afkt againe what ment that rufuU hew : 

Where was his PaJloreU ? where all the other crew ? 

Ah well away (fayd he then fighing fore) 

That euer I did Hue, this day to fee. 

This difmall day, and was not dead before, 260 

Before I faw faire Pajlorella dye. 

Die ? out alas then Calidore did ciy : 

How could the death dare euer her to quell ? 

But read thou fhepheard, read what deftiny. 

Or other dyrefull hap from heauen or hell (tell. 

Hath wrought this wicked deed : doe feare away, and 

1. 266, : for , — accepted. 
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Tho when the fhepheard breathed had awhile, 
He thus began : where fhall I then commence 
This wofull tale ? or how thofe Brigants vyle, 270 
With cruell rage and dreadfuU violence 
Spoyld / all our cots, and caried vs from hence ? 
Or how faire Paftorell fhould haue bene fold 
To marchants, but was fau*d with ftrong defence ? 
Or how thofe theeues, whileft one fought her to hold. 

Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and bold. 

In that fame confli6l (woe is me) befell 
This fatall chaunce, this dolefull accident, 
Whofe heauy tydings now I haue to tell. 
Firft all the captiues, which they here had hent. 
Were by them flaine by generall confent ; 280 

Old Melibce and his good wife withall 
Thefe eyes faw die, and dearely did lament : 
But when the lot to Pajtorell did fall. 

Their Captaine long withftood, & did her death forftall. 

But what could he gainfl all them doe alone ? 

It could not boot ; needs mote (he die at lafl : 

I onely fcapt through gfreat confufione 

Of cryes and clamors, which amongft them paft. 

In dreadfull darknefTe dreadfully aghad ; 

That better were with them to haue bene dead, 290 

Then here to fee all defolate and waft, 

Defpoyled of thofe loyes and lollyhead. 
Which with thofe gentle (hcpherds here I wont to lead. 

When Calidore thefe ruefuU newes had raught, 
His hart quite deaded was with anguifh great, 

L 285, ? for : — accepted : 1. 292, * ioUy head* — made one word.. 
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And all his wits with doole were nigh diftraught, 
That he his face, his head, his bred did beat, 
And death it felfe vnto himfelfe did threat ; 
Oft curfing th'heauens, that fo cruell were 
To her, whofe name he often did repeat ; 300 

And wifhing oft, that he were prefent there, 
When (he was flaine, or had bene to her fuccour nere. / 

But after griefe awhile had had his courfe, 
And fpent it felfe in mourning, he at laft 
Began to mitigate his fwelling fourfe, 
And in his mind with better reafon caft, 
How he might faue her life, if life did laft ; 
Or if that dead, how he her death might wreake, 
Sith otherwife he could not mend thing paft ; 
Or if it to reuenge he were too weake, 3 10 

Then for to die with her, and his Hues threed to breake. 

Tho Coridon he prayd, fith he well knew 
The readie way vnto that theeuifh wonne. 
To wend with him, and be his condufl trew 
Vnto the place, to fee what fhould be donne. 
But he, whofe hart through feare was late fordonne, 
Would not for ought be drawne to former drede, 
But by all meanes the daunger knownc did (honne : 
Yet Calidore fo well him wrought with meed. 

And faire befpoke with words, that he at laft agreed. 

So forth they goe together (Grod before) 321 

Both clad in fhepheards weeds agreeably. 
And both with fhepheards hookes : But Calidore 
Had vnderneath, him armed priuily. 
Tho to the place when they approched nye, 
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They chaunft, vpon an hill not farre away, 
Some flockes of fheepe and fhepheards to efpy ; 
To whom they both agreed to take their way, 
In hope there newes to leame, how they mote bed affay. 

There did they find, that which they did not feare, 330 
The felfe fame flocks, the which thofe theeues had reft 
From Melibas and from themfel[u]es whyleare, 
And certaine of the theeues there by them left, 
The /which for want of heards themfelues then kept. 
Right well knew Coridon his owne late fheepe, 
And feeing them, for tender pittie wept : 
But when he faw the theeues, which did them keepe, 

His hart gan fayle, albe he faw them all afleepe. 

But Calidore recomforting his gricfe, 

Though not his feare : for nought may feare diflwade ; 

Him hardly forward drew, whereas the thiefe 341 

Lay fleeping foundly in the bufhes (hade, 

Whom Coridofi him counfeld to inuade 

Now all vn wares, and take the fpoyle away; 

But he, that in his mind had clofely made 

A further purpofe, would not fo them flay, 

But gently waking them, gaue them the time of day. 

Tho fitting downe by them vpon the greene, 
Of fundrie things he purpofe gan to faine ; 
That he by them might certaine tydings weene 350 
Of Pajlorelly were flie aliue or flaine. 
Mongft which the theeues them queftioned againe, 
What miflier men, and eke from whence they were. 
To whom they anfwer'd, as did appertaine, 
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That they were poore heardgroomesi tiie which whylere 
Had fro their maifters fled, & now fought hyre elfwhere. 

Whereof right glad they feem'd, and offer made 

To hyre them well, if they their flockes would keepe: 
For they themfelues were euill groomes, they fayd, 
Vnwont with heards to watch, or pafture fheepe. 
But to forray the land, or fcoure the deepe. 361 

Thereto they foone agreed and earned tooke, 
To keepe their flockes for litle hyre and chepe : 
For they for better hyre did (hortly looke, 

So there all day they bode, till light the iky forfooke. / 

Tho when as towards darkfome night it drew, 

Vnto their henifh dens thofe theeues them brought ; 
Where fhortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
And all the fecrets of their entrayles fought 
There did they find, contrarie to their thought, 370 
That Pajlorell yet liu'd, but all the reft 
Were dead, right fo as Coridon had taught : 
Whereof they both full glad and blyth did reft. 

But chiefly Calidore^ whom griefe had moft pofl^eft. 

At length when they occafion fitteft found, 
In dead of night when all the theeues did reft 
After a late forray, and flept full found, 
Sir Calidore him arm'd, as he thought beft, 
Hauing of late by diligent inqueft, 
Prouided him a fword of meaneft fort : 380 

With which he ftreight went to the Captaines neft. 

I. 367, ; for ,— accepted : 1. 370, {contrary . . . Jou^hf) : L 379, {by 
. . . ittqtiUjl), 
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But Coridon durft not with him confort, 
Ne durft abide behind, for dread of worfe effort. 

When to the Caue they came, they found it faft : 
But Calidore with huge refiftleffe might, 
The dores aflayled, and the locks vpbraft. 
With noyfe whereof the theefe awaking light, 
Vnto the entrance ran : where the bold knight 
Encountring him with fmall ref iftance flew ; 
The whiles faire Pajlorell through great affright 390 
Was almoft dead, mifdoubting leaft of new 

Some vprore were like that, which lately fhe did vew. 

But when as Calidore was comen in. 
And gan aloud for Pajlorell to call ; 
Knowing his voice although not heard long fin, 
She fudden was reuiued therewithall, 
And / wondrous joy felt in her fpirits thrall : 
Like him that being long in tempeft toft, 
Looking each houre into deathes mouth to fall, 
At length efpyes at hand the happie coft, 400 

On which he fafety hopes, that earft feard to be loft. 

Her gentle hart, that now long feafon paft 

Had neuer ioyance felt, nor chearefull thought, 
Began fome fmacke of comfort new to taft, 
Like lyfuU heat to nummed fenfes brought, 
And life to feele, that long for death had fought ; 
Ne leffe in hart reioyced Calidore 
When he her found, but like to one diftraught, 

!• 394> ; for I — accepted : L 395, {although . . . fin) : 1. 405, * li/efulL* 
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And robd of reafon, towards her him bore, 
A thoufand times embraft, and kill a thoufand more. 

But now by this, with noyfe of late vprore, 
The hue and cry was raxfed all about ; 
And all the Brigants flocking in great ilore, 
Vnto the caue gan preafle, nought hauing dout 
Of that was doen, and entred in a rout 
But Calidore in th'entry clofe did ftand, 
And entertayning them with courage (lout, 
Still flew the formoft, that came firft to hand. 

So long till all the entry was with bodies mand. 

Tho when no more could nigh to him approch, 420 
He breath'd his fword, and refted him till day : 
Which when he fpyde vpon the earth t'encroch, 
Through the dead carcafes he made his way ; 
Mongft which he found a fword of better fay, 
With which he forth went into th'open light : 
Wliere all the reft for him did readie ftay, 
And fierce aflayling him with all their might 

Gan all vpon him lay : there gan a dreadfull fight. / 

How many flyes in w^hotteft fommers day 

Do feize vpon fome beaft, whofe flefli is bare, 430 

That all the place with fwarmes do ouerlay, 

And with their litle ftings right felly fare ; 

So many theeues about him fwarming are, 

All which do him aflayle on euery fide. 

And fore opprefle, ne any him doth fpare: 

But he doth with his raging brond diuide 

Their thickeft troups, & round about him fcattreth wide. 

1. 423, ; for ,— accepted : L 429, *hotti/l,* 
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Like as a Lion mongft an heard of dere, 
Difperfeth them to catch his choyfeft pray ; 
So did he fly amongil them here and there, 440 

And all that nere him came, did hew and flay, 
Till he had ilrowd with bodies all the way ; 
That none his daunger daring to abide. 
Fled from his wrath, and did themfelues conuay 
Into their caues, their heads from death to hide, 

Ne any left, that vi6lorie to him enuide. 

Then backe returning to his deareil deare, 
He her gan to recomfort, all he might. 
With gladfull fpeaches, and with louely cheare, 
And forth her bringing to the ioyous light, 450 

Whereof (he long had lackt the wiflifull fight, 
Deuiz'd all goodly meanes, from her to driue 
The fad remembrance of her wretched plight. 
So her vneath at laft he did reuiue. 
That long had lyen dead, and made againe aliue. 

This doen, into thofe theeuifli dens he went, 

And thence did all the fpoyles and threafures take. 

Which they from many long had robd and rent. 

But fortune now the viftors meed did make ; 

Of / which the beft he did his Loue betake ; 460 

And alfo all thofe flockes, which they before 

Had reft from Meltbas, and from his make, 

He did them all to Coridon reftore : 

So droue them all away, and his Loue with him bore. 

U. 460, 464, capital L — accepted: 1. 462, , after ^Meliba^ — accepted : 
1. 463, : substituted for (.). 
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Cant. I XIL 





/?f^ fex! J^jnr Fl^/hnUa by great hap ^ 

Vy' V her pannis VMtUrftoMds : V 

^ ^ Catidore doth the Blatant iMfl l{l 

Ac^ 1Z4 ftibdew^ and bynd in bands. |Z| 




Like as a fhip, that through the Ocean wydc 
Dircfts her courfe vnto one certaine coft, 
Is met of many a counter winde and tydc, 
With which her winged fpeed is let and croft, 
And flie her felfe in ftormie furges toft ; 
Yet making many a horde, and many a bay. 
Still winneth way, ne hath her compafte loft : 
Right fo it fares witli me in this long way, 
Whofe courfe is often ftayd, yet neuer is aftray. 

For all that hetherto hath long delayd 

This gentle knight, from fewing his firft queft. 

Though out of courfe, yet hath not bene mif-fayd, 

To (hew the courtefie by him profeft, 

Euen vnto the loweft and the leaft. ^\ 

But now I come into my courfe againe, 

To his atchieucment of the Blatant beajl \ 



10 



20 



1. 3, : for , — accepted : 1. 15, ^hitherto,* 
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Who all this while at will did range and raine, 
Whilft none was him to flop, nor none him to reftraine. / 

Sir Calidore when thus he now had raught 
Faire Pajiorella from thofe Brigants powre, 
Vnto the Caftle of Belgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure ; A 

Who whylome was in his youthes frefheft flowre y 
A luftie knight, as euer wielded fpeare. 
And had endured many a dreadful! ftoure 30 

In bloudy battell for a Ladie deare, 

The fayreft Ladie then of all that liuing were. 

Her name was Claribell : whofe father hight 
The Lord of Many Hands, farre renound 
For his great riches and his greater might 
He through the wealth, wherein he did abound, 
This daughter thought in wedlocke to have bound 
Vnto the Prince of Piileland bordering nere, 
But (he whofe fides before with fecret wound 
Of loue to Bellamoure empierced were, 40 

By all meanes (hund to match with any forrein fere. 

And Bellamour againe fo well her pleafed, ' ^ 

With dayly feruice and attendance dew, '^ 

That of her loue he was entyrely feized, 
And clofely did her wed, but knowne to few. 
Which when her father vnderftood, he grew 
In fo great rage, that them in dongeon deepe 
Without compaffion cruelly he threw ; 

1. ZZ^ : for , — accepted. 
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Yet did fo (Ireightly them a funder keepe. 
That neither could to company of th'other creepe. 50 

Nathlefle Sir Bellamour^ whether through grace 
Of fecret guifts fo with his keepers wrought. 
That to his loue fometimes he came in place. 
Whereof her wombe vnwift to wight was fraught, ^ 
And / in dew time a mayden child forth brought 
Which ihe ftreight way for dread lead, if her fyre 
Should know thereof, to flay he would haue foi^ht, 
Deliuered to her handmayd, that for hyre 

She fliould it caufe be foilred vnder (braunge attyre. 

The truflie damzell bearing it abrode 60 

Into the emptie fields, where liuing wight 
Mote not bewray the fecret of her lode, 
She forth gan lay vnto the open light 
The litle babe, to take thereof a fight 
Whom whyleft flie did with watrie eyne behold, 
Vpon the litle bred like chriilall bright, 
She mote perceiue a litle purple mold, 

That like a rofe her filken leaues did faire vnfold. 

Well flic it markt, and pittied the more. 

Yet could not remedie her wretched cafe ; 70 

But clef ing it againe like as before, 

Bedeaw'd with teares there left it in the place : 

Yet left not quite, but drew a litle fpace - ^ 

Behind the buflies, where flie her did hyde, 

To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace 

11- 56-7, (.for . . , fought) : L $8, (Jor hyri) : L 66, (Jikt . . . bright) : 
1. 70. ; for , — accepted. 
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Would for the wretched infants helpe prouyde, 
For which it loudly cald, and pittifully cryde. 

At length a Shepheard, which there by did keepe 
His fleecie flocke vpon the playnes around, 
Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe, 80 
Came to the place ; where when he wrapped found 
Th'abandond fpoyle, he foftly it vnbound ; Q 

And feeing there, that did him pittie fore, 
He tooke it vp, and in his mantle wound ; 
So home vnto his honeft wife it bore. 

Who as her owne it nurft, and named euermore. / 

Thus long continu'd Claribell a thrall, 

And Bellamour in bands, till that her fyre 
Departed life, and left vnto them all. 
Then all the ftormes of fortunes former yre 90 

Were turnd, and they to freedome did retyre. • 
Thenceforth they ioy'd in happinefle together, ^-^ 

And liued long in peace and loue entyre, 
Without difquiet or diflike of ether. 

Till time that Calidore brought Pajlorella thether. 

Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
For Bellamour knew Calidore right well. 
And loued for his proweffe, f ith they twaine ^ ^ 

Long f ince had fought in field. Als Claribell 
No leffe did tender the faire Pajiorelly lOO 

Seeing her weake and wan, through durance long. 
There they a while together thus did dwell 

L 81, ; for ,— accepted : 1. 95, * thither.* 
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In much delight, and many ioyes among, 
Vntill the damzell gan to wex more found and ftrong. 

Tho gan Sir Calidore him to aduize 

Of his firft queft, which he had long forlore ; 

Afham'd to thinke, how he that enterprize, 

The which the Faery Queene had long afore Yl/ 

Bequeath'd to him, foHIacked had fo fore ; 

That much he feared, leaft reprochfuU blame no 

With foule diihonour him mote blot therefore ; 

Bef ides the loflfe of fo much praife and fame, 

As through the world thereby fhould glorifie his n^une. 

Therefore refoluing to retume in haft 

Vnto fo great atchieuement, he bethought > -^ 

To leaue his Loue, now perill being paft. 

With Claribell^ whyleft he that monfter fought 

Through / out the world, and to deftru£lion brought. 

So taking leaue of his faire Pajtorell^ 

Whom to recomfort, all the meanes he wrought, 1 20 

With thanks to Bellamour and Claribdl^ 

He went forth on his queft, and did, tliat him befell. 

But firft, ere I doe his aduentures tell. 

In this exploite, me needeth to declare, ^ .\ 

What did betide to the faire Pajlorell^ 
During his abfence left in heauy care. 
Through daily mourning, and nightly misfare : 
Yet did that auncient matrone all ftie might. 
To cherifti her with all things choice and rare ; 

1. 106, ; for , — accepted: 1. 112, * prai/e^ — misprinted in '96 'loat^i 
I. 116, capital L— accepted : 1. 120 within ( ). 
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And her owne handmayd, that Melijfa hight, 130 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 

Who in a morning, when this Mayden faire 
Was dighting her, hauing her fnowy bred 
As yet not laced, nor her golden haire 
Into their comely trefles dewly dreft, ' ) "s*^ 

Chaunft to efpy vpon her yuory cheft 
The rof ie marke, which fhe remembred well 
That litle Infant had, which forth fhe keft, 
The daughter of her Lady Oaribell, 

The which fhe bore, the whiles in prifon fhe did dwell. 

Which well auizing, flreight fhe gan to cafl 141 

In her conceiptfull mynd, that this faire Mayd 
Was that fame infant, which fo long f ith pafl 
She in the open fields had loofely layd ) v.^ 

To Fortunes fpoile, vnable it to ayd. 
So full of ioy, flreight forth fhe ran in hafl 
Vnto her miflrefTe, being halfe difmayd. 
To tell her, how the heauens had her grafte, 

To faue her chylde, which in misfortunes mouth was 
plafle. / 



The fober mother feeing fuch her mood, 150 

Yet knowing not, what meant that fodaine thro, 
Afkt her, how mote her words be vnderflood, 
And what the matter was, that mou*d her fo. 
My liefe (fayd (he) ye know, that long ygo, 
Whileft ye in durance dwelt, ye to me gaue 
A little mayde, the which ye chylded tho ; 

11' I33-5* (^uif*/C • • • d^A) ' '• I43t V^^^ ' : ^ '45* capital 
accepted : 1. 151 within ( ). 
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The fame againe if now ye lift to haue, 
The fame is yonder Lady» whom high God did faue. 

Much was the Lady troubled at that fpeach. 

And gan to queftion ftreight how flie it knew. i6o 
Mod certaine markes, (fayd (he) do me it teach. 
For on her breft I with thefe eyes did vew , ; 

The litle purple rofe, which thereon grew, ^ ^ 

Whereof her name ye then to her did giue. 
Befides her countenaunce, and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall yeares, do furely prieue 

That yond fame is your daughter fure, which yet doth 
Hue. 

The matrone (layd no lengcr to enquire, 

But forth in haft ran to the ftraunger Mayd ; 
Whom catching greedily for great defire, 1 70 

Rent vp her breft, and bofome open layd, . 

In which that rofe flie plainely faw difplayd. ) '^ 
Then her embracing twixt her armes twaine, ^ 

She long fo held, and foftly weeping fayd ; 
And liueft thou my daughter now againe ? 

And art thou yet aliue, whom dead I long did faine. 

The further afking her of fundry things. 

And times comparing with their accidents, ^ j 

She found at laft by very certaine f ignes, ^ 

And fpeaking markes of pafled monuments, 1 80 

That this young Mayd, whom chance to her prefents 
Is / her owne daughter, her owne infant deare. 
Tho wondering long at thofe fo ftraunge euents, 
A thoufand times fhe her embraced nere, 

With many a ioyfuU kiffe, and many a melting teare. 
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Who euer is the mother of one chylde, 

Which hauing thought long dead, (he fyndes aliue, 

Let her by proofe of that, which (he hath fylde 

In her owne breaft, this mothers ioy defcriue : 

For other none fuch paiTion can contriue 190 

In perfe6l forme, as this good Lady felt, 

When (he fo faire a daughter faw furuiue, 

As Pajlorella was, that nigh (he fwelt 

For pa(ring ioy, which did all into pitty melt. 



^\ 



0^ 



Thence running forth vnto her loued Lord, 
She vnto him recounted, all that fell : 
Who ioyning ioy with her in one accord, 
Acknowledged for his owne faire Pajlorell. 
There leaue we them in ioy, and let vs tell ^ 

Of Calidore ; who feeking all this while 200 

That monftrous Beaft by finall force to quell, 
Through euery place, with reftle(re paine and toile 

Him followed, by the tra6l of his outragious fpoile. 

Through all eftates he found that he had part. 

In which he many ma(racres had left, -^ 

And to the Clergy now was come at laft ; ^ 

In which fuch fpoile, fuch hauocke, and fuch theft 
He wrought, that thence all goodneflfe he bereft, 
That endle(re were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 
Who now no place bef ides vnfought had left, 2 1 o 
At length into a Monaftere did light, 

Where he him foud defpoyling all with maine & might. 

Into their cloyfters now he broken had, 

Through which the Monckes he chaced here & there./ 

L 200, ; for ,— accepted. 
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And them purfu'd into Aeir dortours fad, \ 

And fearched all their eels and fecrets neare ; i^ ^ 
In which what filth and ordure did appeare. 
Were yrkefome to report ; yet that foule Besdt 
Nought fparing them, the more dkl tofle and teare, 
And ranfacke all their dennes from mod to lead, 220 
Regarding nought religion, nor their holy heaft. / 

From thence into tiie facred Church he broke, ^ 

And robd the Chancell, and the deflces downe threw, 
And Altars fouled, and blafphemy fpoke. 
And th'Images for all their goodly hew. 
Did cad to ground, whileft none was them to rew ; 
So all confounded and difordered there. 
But feeing Calidore^ BVfsy he flew, 
Knowing his fatall hand by former feare ; 

But he him fad purfuing, foone approchcd neare. 230 

Him in a narrow place he ouertooke, \ 

And fierce aflailing ford him tume againe : )w 
Stemely he turnd againe, when he him drooke 
With his fharpe deele, and ran at him amaine 
With open mouth, that feemed to containe 
A full good pecke within the vtmod brim, 
Ail fet with yron teeth in raunges twaine, 
That terrifide his foes, and armed him, 

Appearing like the mouth of Orcus griefly grim. 

And therein were a thoufand tongs empight, 240 

Of fundry kindes, and fundry quality ; 
Some were of dogs, that barked day and night, 

I. 241, ; for , — accepted. 
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And fome of cats, that wrawling ftill did cry. 
And fome of Beares, that groynd continually, 
And fome of Tygres, that did feeme to g^en, 
And fnar at all, that euer paffed by : 
But / moft of them were tongues of mortall men, 
Which fpake reprochfully, not caring where nor when. 

And them amongft were mingled here and there, 

The tongues of Serpents with three forked flings, ^ ^7 

That fpat out poyfon and gore bloudy gere 250 

At all, that came within his rauenings. 

And fpake licentious words, and hatefull things 

Of good and bad alike, of low and hie ; 

Ne Kefars fpared he a whit, nor Kings, 

But either blotted them witli infamie. 

Or bit them with his baneful! teeth of iniury. 

But Calidore thereof no whit afrayd, 

Rencountred him with fo impetuous might, 

That th'outrage of his violence he ftayd, 260 

And bet abacke, threatning in vaine to bite, 

And fpitting forth the poyfon of his fpight, 

That fomed all about his bloody iawes. ^ '"f 

Tho rearing vp his former feete on hight, 

He rampt vpon him with his rauenous pawes. 

As if he would haue rent him with his cruell clawcs. 

But he right well aware, his rage to ward. 

Did caft his ihield atweene, and therewithal! '^/ '0 

Putting liis puiiTaunce forth, purfu'd fo hard, 

That backeward he enforced him to fall: 27a 

L 270, : and 1. 272, ; for , — accq)ted. 
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And being downe, ere he new helpe could call. 
His fhield he on him threw, and fad downe held ; 
Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy (lall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is feld. 
Is forcibly kept downe, till he be throughly queld. 

Full cruelly the Bead did rage and rore, 

To be downe held, and mayftred fo with might, / 

That he gan fret and fome out bloudy gore, • \ 

Striuing in vaine to rere him felfe vpright 

For dill the more he ftroue, the more the Knight 

Did him fuppreflfe, and forcibly fubdew ; 281 

That made him almoil mad for fell defpight 

He g^ind, hee bit, he fcratcht, he venim threw. 

And fared like a feend, right horrible in hew. 

Or like the hell-borne Hydra, which they faine . -"1 i 
That great Alcides whilome oucrthrew, j 

After that he had labourd long in vaine, 
To crop his thoufand heads, the which ftill new 
Forth budded, and in greater number g^w. 
Such was the fury of this hellifh Bead, 290 

Whiled Calidore him vnder him downe threw ; 
Who nathemore his heauy load relead. 

But aye the more he rag'd, the more his powre incread. 

Tho when the Bead faw, he mote nought auaile, 
By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply. 
And fliarpely at him to reuile and raile. 
With bitter termes of fhamefuU infamy ; 
Oft interlacing many a forged lie, 
Whofe like he neuer once did fpeake, nor heare, 
Nor euer thought thing fo vnwortliily : 
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Yet did he nought for all that him forbeare, 
But flrained him fo ftreightly that he chokt him ncare. 

At laft when as he found his force to Ihrincke, 
And rage to quaile, he tooke a muzzell ftrong 
Of fureft yron, made with many a lincke ; 
Therewith he mured vp his mouth along. 
And therein (hut vp his blafphemous tong, 
For neuer more defaming gentle Knight, 
Or vnto louely Lady doing wrong : 
And / thereunto a great long chaine he tig^ht, 310 

With which he drew him forth, eue in his own defpight. 

Like as whylome that ftrong Tirynthian fwaine, 
Brought forth with him the dreadfull dog of hell, 
Againft his will faft bound in yron chaine ; 
And roring horribly, did him compell 
To fee the hatefuU funne, that he might tell 
To griefly Pluto, what on earth was donne, 
And to tihe other damned ghofts, which dwell 
For aye in darkeneflfe, which day light doth fhonne : 

So led this Knight his captyue with like conqueft wonne. 

Yet greatly did the Beaft repine at thofe 321 

Straunge bands, whofe like till then he neuer bore, 
Ne euer any durft till then impofe, 
And chaufTed inly, feeing now no more 
Him liberty was left aloud to rore : 
Yet durft he not draw backe ; nor once withftand 
The proued powre of noble Calidarty 

I 314, ; for ,— accepted : 1. 319, : for .—accepted. 



270 THE VI. BOOKE OF THE [Cant. XU. 

But trembled vndemeath his mighty hand, 
And like a fearefuU dog him followed through the land. 

Him through all Faery land he foUow'd fo^ 330 

As if he learned had obedience long, 
That all the people where fo he did go, 
Out of their townes did round about him throng, 
To fee him leade that Bead in bondage ftrong, 
And feeing it, much wondred at the fight ; 
And all fuch perfons, as he earft did wrong, 
Reio3rced much to fee his captiue plight, (Knight. 

And much admyr'd the Beail, but more admyr'd the 

Thus was this Monfter by the mayilring might 

Of doughty Calidore^ fuppreft and tamed, 340 

That neuer more he mote endammadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, / 
And many caufelefTc caufed to be blamed : 
So did he eeke long after this remaine, 
Vntill that, whether wicked fate fo framed, 
Or fault of men, he broke his yron chaine. 

And got into the world at liberty againe. 

Thenceforth more mifchiefe and more fcath he wrought 
To mortall men, then he had done before ; 
Ne euer could by any more be brought 350 

Into like bands, ne mayftred any more : 
Albe that long time after Calidore, 
The good Sir Pelleas him tooke in hand. 
And after him Sir Lamoracke of yore, 

11. 345-J, {ivJuifur . , . nun). 
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And all his brethren borne in Britaine land ; 
Yet none of them could euer bring him into band. 

So now he raungeth through the world againe, 
And ragcth fore in each degree and ftatc ; 
Ne any is, that may him now reftraine, 
He growen is fo great and flrong of late, 360 

Barking and biting all that him doe bate, 
Albe they worthy blame, or cleare of crime : 
Ne fpareth he mod learned wits to rate, 
Ne fpareth he the gentle Poets rime. 

But rends without regard of perfon or of time. 

Ne may this homely verfe, of many meaneft, 
Hope to efcape his venemous defpite, 
More then my former writs, all were they cleared 
From blamefull blot, and free from all that wite, 
With which fome wicked tongues did it backebite, 
And bring into a mighty Peres difpleafure, 371 

That neuer fo deferucd to endite. 
Therfore do you my rimes keep better meafure, (fure. 

And feeke to pleafe, that now is counted wifemens threa- 

1. 363, * gentle' : 1. 367, misprinted * irope ' in '96 : 1. 368, Dr. Morris 
mistakenly records '96 as rearling * cUanft* and Professor Child as reading 
* dcanefty whereas it is * clcarejl* in '96 : L 375— in 1609 * T^e end of the 
fixt Booked 
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NOTE. 

See our Life of Spenser in VoL I. on these 'Two Cantos.* It is 
doubtful whether they were meant to form part of the ' Faer>' Queene.' 
They make a charming independent poem on ' Mutability * — one of 
Spenser's favourite themes. These * Two Cantos * first appeared in the folio 
edition of the ' Faery Queene ' of 1609, and were reprinted in 161 1. The 
Utter offers a few very dight corrections,— A. B. G. 
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^ ^ 1^ (If^ <]b w tin m A A « A A ift t|^ (A ilfc (|^ 

Hat man that fees the euer-whirling wheele 
Of Change, the which all mortall things doth 
But that therby doth find, & plainly feele, (fway, 

How MVTABILITY in them doth play 
Her cniell fports, to many mens decay ? 20 

Which that to all may better yet appeare, 
I will rehearfe that whylome I heard fay. 
How fhc at firft her felfe began to reare, (beare. 

Gainll all the Gods, and th'empire fought from them to 

But firft, here falleth fitteft to vnfold 
Her antique race and linage ancient, 
As I haue found it r^iftred of old. 
In Faery Land mongft records permanent: 
She was, to weet, a daughter by defcent 
Of thofe old Titans, that did whylome ftriue 30 
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Wltfa Satumcs fonoe far faamcDS itgiment. 
Whoai, though high lout of ka^dosne did depriae, 
Yet many of their (lemme long aficr did fniviue. 

And / many of them, afterwards cibtaxn'd 
Great power of loue^ and high aulh ua i ty ; 
As Ilecat^t in whofe almighty hand. 
He plac't all rule and principalis^ 
To be by her difpofed diuerily. 
To Godn, and men, as (he them lift diuide : 
And drad Bellona^ that doth found on hie 40 

Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide; 

That makes both heauen & earth to tremUe at her pride. 

So llkcwife did this Titaneffe afpire, 

Rule and dominion to her felfe to gaine ; 
TImt an a Goddeflc, men might her admire. 
And hcauenly honours yield, as to them twaine. 
And fird, on earth fhe fought it to obtaine ; 
Whcire ihc fuch proofe and fad examples fhewed 
Of her great power, to many ones g^eat paine, 
That not men onely (whom (he foone fubdewed) 50 

Hut rke all other creatures, her bad dooings rewed. 

l'\^r, (he* the face of earthly things fo changed, 
Thut ull which Nature had eftablifht firft 
In ({otHl cllato, and in meet order ranged, 
Sh« cllil pei-vert, and all their ftatutes burft : 
Ami all the worlds faire frame (which none yetdurft 
Of GihIs or men to alter or mifguide) 
She ultcr'd quite, and made them all accurft 
That God hud blcft ; and did at firft prouide 

In that ftill happy flate for euer to abide. 60 
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Ne fhee the lawes of Nature onely brake, 
But eke of luftice, and of Policie ; 
And wrong of right, and bad of good did make. 
And death for life exchanged foolifhlie : 
Since which, all liuing wights haue learn'd to die, 
And all this world is woxen daily worfe. 
O pittious worke of MVTABILITIE ! 
By which, we all are fubiefl to that curfe. 

And death in (lead of life haue fucked from our Nurfe. 

And now, when all the earth fhe thus had brought 70 
To her beheft, and thralled to her might, 
She gan to cad in her ambitious thought, 
T'attempt th'empire of the heauens hight, 
And loiie himfelfe to (houlder from his right. 
And firft, fhe paft the region of the ayre, 
And of the fire, whofe fubftance thin and flight, 
Made no refiftance, ne could her contraire, 

But ready paffage to her pleafure did prepaire. 

Thence, to the Circle of the Moone fhe clambe, 

Where Cynthia raignes in euerlafling glory, 80 

To whofe bright fhining palace flraight fhe came. 
All fairely deckt with heauens goodly (lory: 
Whofe f iluer gates, (by which there fate an hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower-glaffe in hand, 
Hight Tyme) fhe entred, were he liefe or fory : 
Ne (laide till fhe the highed (lage had fcand, 

Where Cynthia did fit, that neuer dill did dand. 

Her fitting on an luory throne fhee found, 

Drawne of two deeds, th'one black, the other white. 
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Environd with tenne thoufand ftarres around, 90 
That duly her attended day and night ; 
And by her fide, there ran her Page, that hight 
Vefper^ whom we the Euening-ftarre intend : 
That with his Torche, ftill twinkling like twylight, 
Her lightened all the way where (he fhould wend, 
And ioy to weary wandring trauailers did lend : 

That when the hardy Titanejfe beheld 

The goodly building of her Palace bright, 

Made of the heauens fubflance, and vp-held 

With thoufand Cryftall pillors of huge hight, 100 

Shee gan to bume in her ambitious fpright, 

And t'envie her that in fuch glorie raigned. 

Eftfoones (he caft by force and tortious might. 

Her to difplace ; and to her felfe to haue gained 

The kingdome of the Night, and waters by her wained. 

Boldly (he bid the GoddefTe downe defcend. 
And let her felfe into that Ivory throne ; 
For, fhee her felfe more worthy thereof wend, 
And better able it to guide alone : 
Whether to men, whofe fall (he did bemone, 1 1 
Or vnto Gods, whofe ftate fhe did maligne, 
Or to th'infemall Powers, her need giue lone 
Of her faire light, and bounty moft benigne. 

Her felfe of all that rule fhee deemed moft condigne. 

But fhee that had to her that foueraigne feat 
By higheft loue afTign'd, therein to beare 
Nights burning lamp, regarded not her threat, 
Ne yielded ought for fauour or for feare ; 
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But with fterne countenaunce and difdainfull cheare, 
Bending her horned browes, did put her back : 120 
And boldly blaming her for comming there, 
Bade her attonce from heauens coaft to pack, 
Or at her peril! bide the wrathful! Thunders wrack. 

Yet nathemore the Giantejfe forbare : 

But boldly preacing-on, raught forth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce from off her chaire ; 
And there-with lifting vp her golden wand, 
Threatned to ftrike her if fhe did with-ftand. 
Where-at the ftarres, which round about her blazed, 
And eke the Moones bright wagon, ftill did (land. 
All beeing with fo bold attempt amazed, 131 

And on her vncouth habit and fterne looke ftill gazed. 

Meane-while, the lower World, which nothing knew 
Of all that chaunced here, was darkned quite ; 
And eke the heauens, and all the heauenly crew 
Of happy wights, now vnpurvaide of light. 
Were much afraid, and wondred at that fight ; 
Fearing leaft Chaos broken had his chaine. 
And brought againe on them eternal! night : 
But chiefely Mercury ^ that next doth raigne, 1 40 

Ran forth in hafte, vnto the king of Gods to plaine. 

All / ran together with a great out-cry, 

To loues faire Palace, fixt in heauens hight ; 
And beating at his gates full eameftly, 
Gan call to him aloud with all tlieir might. 
To know what meant that fuddaine lack of light. 
The father of the Gods when this he heard, 
Was troubled much at their fo ftrange affright, 
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Doubting lead Typlioti were againe vprear'd, 
Or other his old foes, that once him forely fear'd. 150 

Eftfoones the fonne of Maia forth he fent 
Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The caufe of this fo ftrange aftonifhment, 
And why ftiee did her wonted courfe forflowe ; 
And if that any were on earth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her moleft, 
Him to attache, and downe to hell to throwe : 
But, if from heauen it were, then to arreft 

The Author, and him bring before his prefence preft. 

The wingd-foot God, fo faft his plumes did beat, 1 60 
That foone he came where-as the Titanejfe 
Was ftriuing with fairc Cynthia for her feat : 
At whofe ftrange fight, and haughty hardineffe, 
He wondred much, and feared her no leffe. 
Yet laying feare afide to doe his charge. 
At laft, he bade her (with bold ftedfaftneffe) 
Ceaffe to moleft the Moone to waike at large, 

Or come before high loiie^ her dooings to difcharge. 

And there-with-all, he on her fhoulder laid 

His fnaky-wreathed Mace, whofe awfuU power 1 70 

Doth make both Gods and hellifh fiends afTraid ; 

VVhere-at the Titanejfe did fternely lower. 

And ftoutly anfwer'd, that in euill hower 

He from his lone fuch meffage to her brought, 

To bid her leaue faire Cynthias filuer bower; 

Sith fhee his lone and him efteemed nought. 

No more then Cynthias felfe ; but all their kingdoms 
fought. 
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The Heauens Herald (laid not to reply, 
But paft away, his doings to relate 
Vnto his Lord ; who now in th'higheft (ky, 180 

Was placed in his principall Eftate, 
With all the Gods about him congregate : 
To whom when Hermes had his meffage told, 
It did them all exceedingly amate, (bold, 

Saue loue ; who, changing nought his countenance 

Did vnto them at length thefe fpeeches wife vnfold ; 

Harken to mee awhile yee heauenly Powers ; 
Ye may remember fince th'Earths curfed feed 
Sought to affaile the heauens etemall towers, 
And to vs all exceeding feare did breed : 190 

But how we then defeated all their deed, 
Yee all doe knowe, and them deftroied quite ; 
Yet not fo quite, but that there did fucceed 
An off-fpring of their bloud, which did alite 

Vpon the fruitfull earth, which doth vs yet defpite. 

Of that bad feed is this bold woman bred. 
That now with bold prefumption doth afpire 
To thruft faire Phcebe from her filuer bed, 
And eke our felues from heauens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her defire : 200 
Wherefore, it now behoues vs to aduife 
What way is beft to driue her to retire ; 
Whether by open force or counfell wife, 

Areed ye fonnes of God, as beft ye can deuife. 

So hauing faid, he ceaft ; and with his brow 

(His black eye-brow, whofe doomefuU dreaded beck 
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Is wont to wield the world vnto his vow. 
And euen the higheft Powers of heauen to check) 
Made figne to them in their degrees to fpeake: 210 
Who (Iraight gan cail their counfell graue and wife. 
Meane-while, th'Earths daughter, thogh fhe nought 
Of Hermes meifage ; yet gan now advife, (did reck 
What courfe were beft to take in this hot bold emprize. 

Eftfoones fhe thus refolVd ; that whil'ft the Gods 
(After retume of Hermes Embaffie) 
Were troubled, and amongil themfelues at ods, 
Before they could new counfels re-allie, 
To fet vpon them in that extaf ie ; 
And take what fortune time and place would lend : 
So, forth fhe rofe, and through thepurefl fky 220 
To loues high Palace flraight cafl to afcend, 

To profecute her plot ; Good on-fet boads good end. 

Shee there arriuing, boldly in did pafs ; 

Where all the Gods fhe found in counfell clofe, 

All quite vnann'd, as then their manner was. 

At fight of her they fuddaine all arofe, 

In great amaze, ne wifl what way to chofe. 

But loue, all fearelefTe, forc*t them to aby ; 

And in his foueraine throne, gan flraight difpofe 

Himfelfe more full of grace and Maieflie, 230 

That mote encheare his friends, & foes mote terrilte. 

That, when the haughty Titaneffe beheld, 

All were fhe fraught with pride and impudence, 
Yet with the fight thereof was almoft queld ; 
And inly quaking, feem'd as reft of fenfe, 
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And voyd of fpeech in that drad audience ; 
Vntill that lotie himfelfe, her felfe befpake : 
Speake thou fraile woman, fpeake with confidence, 
Whence art thou, and what dooft thou here now make? 
What idle errand haft thou, earths manf ion to forfake ? 

Shee, halfe confufed with his great commaund, 241 
Yet gathering fpirit of her natures pride. 
Him boldly anfwer'd thus to his demaund : 
I am a daughter, by the mothers fide, 
Of her that is Grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the Gods, great Earth, great Oiaos child : 
But by the fathers (be it not envide) 
I greater am in bloud (whereon I build) 

Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from heauen exil'd. 

For,/ Titan (as ye all acknowledge muft) 250 

Was Satumes elder brother by birth-right ; 
Both, fonnes of Vranus : but by vniuft 
And guileful! meanes, through Corybantes flight. 
The younger thruft the elder from his right : 
Since which, thou Iou€y iniurioufly haft held 
The Heauens rule from Titans fonnes by might ; 
And them to hellifli dungeons downe haft feld : 

Witnefle ye Heauens the truth of all that I haue teld. 

Whirft fhe thus fpake, the Gods that gaue good eare 
To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 260 
Beeing of ftature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautiful! of face, 
As any of the Goddefles in place. 
Stood all aftonied, like a fort of Steeres ; 
Mongft whom, fome beaft of ftrange & forraine race, 
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Vnwares is chaunc't, far ftraying from his peeres : 
So did their ghafUy gaze bewray their hidden feares. 

Till hauing pauz'd awhile, loue thus befpake ; 
Will neuer mortall thoughts ceafTe to afpire, 
In this bold fort, to Heauen claime to make, 270 
And touch celeftiall feates with earthly mire ? 
I would haue thought, that bold ProcuJUs hire, 
Or Typhous fall, or proud Ixions paine, 
Or great PranutheuSy tailing of our ire, 
Would haue fuffiz'd, the reft for to reftraine ; 

And wam'd all men by their example to refraine: 

But now, this off-fcum of that curfed fry. 
Dare to renew the like bold enterprize. 
And chalenge th'heritage of this our (kie ; 
Whom what fhould hinder, but that we likewife 280 
Should handle as the reft of her allies. 
And thunder-driue to hell ? With that, he (hooke 
His Neflar-deawed locks, with which the (kyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke, 

And eft his burning levin-brond in hand he tooke. 

But, when he looked on her louely face, 

In which, faire beames of beauty did appeare, 
That could the greateft wrath foone tume to grace 
(Such fway doth beauty euen in Heauen beare) 
He ftaide his hand : and hauing chang'd his cheare. 
He thus againe in milder wife began ; 
But ah ! if Gods fhould ftriue with flefli yfere, 
Then fhortly fhould the progeny of Man 

Be rooted out, if loue fhould doe ftill what he can : 
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But thee faire Titans child, I rather weene, 

Through fome vaine errour or inducement light, 
To fee that mortall eyes haue neuer feene ; 
Or through enfample of thy fifters might, 
Bellona ; whofe great glory thou dooft fpight, 299 
Since thou haft feene her dreadfull power belowe, 
Mongft wretched men (difmaide with her affright) 
To bandie Crownes, and Kingdomes to beftowe : 

And fure thy worth, no leffe then hers doth feeme to 
fhowe. 

But wote thou this, thou hardy Titaneffe^ 
That not the worth of any lining wight 
May challenge ought in Heaucns intereffe ; 
Much leffe the Title of old Titans Right : 
For, we by Conqueft of our foueraine might, 
And by etemall doome of Fates decree, 
Haue wonne the Empire of the Heauens bright ; 310 
Which to ourfelues we hold, and to whom wee 

Shall worthy deeme partakers of our bliffe to bee. 

Then ceaffe thy idle claime thou foolifh gerle. 
And feeke by grace and goodneffe to obtaine 
That place from which by folly Titan fell ; 
There-to thou maift perhaps, if fo thou faine 
Haue loue thy gratious Lord and Soueraigne. 
So, hauing faid, ftie thus to him replide ; 
Ceaffe Satumes fonne, to feeke by proffers vaine 
Of idle hopes t'allure mee to thy fide, 320 

For to betray my Right, before I haue it tride. 

But thee, 6 lotse^ no equall ludge I deeme 
Of my defert, or of my dewfull Right ; 
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That in thine owne behalfe maift partiall feeme : 
But to the higheft him, that is behight 
Father of Gods and men by equall might ; 
To weet, the God of Nature, I appeale. 
There-at lotie wexed wroth, and in his fpright 
Did inly grudge, yet did it well conceale ; 
And bade Dan Pkcebus Scribe her Appellation feale. 

Eftfoones the time and place appointed were, 331 

Where all, both heauenly Powers, & earthly wights. 
Before great Natures prefence fhould appeare. 
For triall of their Titles and beft Rights : 
That was, to weet, vpon the higheft hights 
Of ArlO'hill (Who knowes not Arlo-hillf) 
That is the higheft head (in all mens fights) 
Of my old father MoU^ whom Shepheards quill 

Renowmed hath with hymnes fit for a rural fkill. 

And, were it not ill fitting for this file, 340 

To f ing of hilles & woods, mongft warres & Knights, 
I would abate the ftemeneffe of my ftile, 
Mongft thefe fterne ftounds to mingle foft delights ; 
And tell how Arlo through Dianaes fpights 
(Beeing of old the beft and faireft Hill 
That was in all this holy-Iflands hights) 
Was made the moft vnpleafant, and moft ill. 

Meane while, 6 CliOy lend Calliope thy quill. 

Whylome, when IRELAND floriflied in fame 

Of wealths and goodnefle, far aboue the reft 350 
Of all that beare the Britijh Iflands name, 
The Gods then vs'd (for pleafure and for reft) 
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Oft to refort there-to, when feem'd them beft : 
But none of all there-in more pleafure found. 
Then Cynthia ; that is foueraine Queene profeft 
Of woods and forrefts, which therein abound, (ground. 
Sprinkled with wholfom waters, more the moft on 

But / mongft them all, as fitted for her game, 
Either for chace of beafls with hound or boawe. 
Or for to (hroude in (hade from Phcebus flame, 360 
Or bathe in fountaines that doe freftily flowe, 
Or from high hilles, or from the dales belowe. 
She chofe this Arlo \ where fhee did refort 
With all her Nymphes enranged on a rowe, 
With whom the woody Gods did oft confort : 

For, with the Nymphes, the Satyres loue to play & fport 

Amongft the which, there was a Nymph that hight 
Molanna \ daughter of old father Mole^ 
And fifter vnto Mulla^ faire and bright : 
Vnto whofe bed falfe Bregog whylome ftole, 370 

That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole. 
And made her lucklefle loues well knowne to be. 
But this Molanna^ were fhe not fo (hole. 
Were no lefle faire and beautifull then fhee : 

Yet as fhe is, a fairer flood may no man fee. 

For, firft, fhe fprings out of two marble Rocks, 

On which, a groue of Oakes high mounted growes. 
That as a girlond feemes to deck the locks 
Of fom faire Bride, brought forth with pompous fhowes 
Out of her bowre, that many flowers flrowes : 380 
So, through the flowry Dales fhe tumbling downe, 
Through many woods, and fhady coverts flowes 
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in tD tiip P^inr ibc came, iiviiafe Vallcyes fliee doth 
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(Afic iiffir fwcsiie rhanr and toQefome pla}^) 
To harhr lier IcUc ; snd after, on the foft 
And doinnr giaftir. Ikt dnxntT limbes to lay 
In ooocrt ffaade. iriiere snne b^iold bcr may : 
For, modi fbe hated fight of lixnng eye. 390 

Fooliib God Fmmmmi^ iSbao^ fall xzumy a day 
He faw her dad, jri lof^ed bcHaMy 

To fee her naked iw i gfl her Njrmiihes in prxnity. 

No way he found to oompafie his defiie. 
But to corrupt 3f:Caxna, this her maid. 
Her to difcoocr for fome focret hire : 
So. her with flattering voids he firft aifaid ; 
And after, pleafing gifts lor her purvaid, 
Queene-apples, and red Cherries from the tree. 
With which he her allured and hetraid, 400 

To tell what time he might her Lady fee 

When fhe her felfe did bathe, that he might fecret bee. 

Therc-to hee promift, if (hee would him pleafure 
With this fmall boone, to quit her "with a better ; 
To weet, that where-as fhee had out of meafure 
Long lov'd the Fanchin, who by nought did fet her, 
That he would vndertake, for this to get her 
To be his Loue, and of him liked well : 
Befides all which, he vow'd to be her debter 
Vox many moe good tumes then he would tell ; 410 

The leaft of which, this little pleafure fhould excelL 
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The fimple maid did yield to him anone ; 

And eft him placed where he clofe might view 
That neuer any faw, faue onely one ; 
Who, for his hire to fo foole-hardy dew, 
Was of his hounds devoured in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her manner was on funny day, 
Diana, with her Nymphes about her, drew 
To this fweet fpring ; where, doffing her array. 

She bath'd her louely limbes, for loue a likely pray. 420 

There Fannus faw that pleafed much his eye, 
And made his hart to tickle in his bred. 
That for great ioy of fome-what he did fpy, 
He could him not containe in f ilent reft ; 
But breaking forth in laughter, loud profeft 
His foolifh thought. O foolifh Fauiie indeed. 
That could ft not hold thy felfe fo hidden bleft. 
But wouldeft needs thine owne conceit areed. 

Babblers vnworthy been of fo diuine a meed. 

The Goddefle, all abaftied with that noife, 430 

In hafte forth ftarted from the guilty brooke ; 
And running ftraight where-as flie heard his voice. 
Enclosed the bufh about, and there him tooke, 
Like darred Larke ; not daring vp to looke 
On her whofe fight before fo much he fought. 
Thence, forth they drew him by the homes, & (hooke 
Nigh all to peeces, that they left him nought ; 

And then into the open light they forth him brought. 

Like as an hufwife, that with bufie care 

Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous g^ine, 440 

1. 426, *A * of 1609 and 1611 I change to * O* 
VIII. 1 9 
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Vm&sK where-as fome wicked bead ^-nware 
n^ breakes into her Dayr houfe, there doth draine 
Her creaming pannes, and fruftrate all her paine ; 
Hatfa in focne fnare or gin fet clofe behind, 
Efltrappcd him, and caught into her traine, 
T|ien thinkes what punilhment were bed alTign*d, 
ind tboufand deathes deuifeth in her vengefull mind : 

cq <jid Dw^ ^od h^ maydens all 
Vfe f'Uy FauHiiS^ now within their baile : 
Xhey mocke and fcome him, and him foule mifcall ; 
Some by the nofe him pluckt, fome by the taile, 45 1 
And by his goatifh beard fome did him haile : 
Yet he (poore foule) with patience all did beare ; 
For, nought againft their wils might counterx-aile : 
Ne ought he faid what eucr he did hearc ; 
But hanging downe his head, did like a Mome appeare. 

At length, when they had flouted him their fill, 
They gan to cad what penaunce him to giue. 
Some would haue gelt him, but that fame would fpill 
The Wood-gods breed, which muft for euer Hue: 460 
Others would through the riuer him haue driue. 
And ducked deepe : but that feem'd penaunce light; 
But mod agreed and did this fentence giue, 
Him in Deares flcin to clad ; & in that plight. 

To hunt him with their hounds, him felfe faue how hee 
might 

But / Cynthia s felfe, more angry then the reft, 
Thought not enough, to punifh him in fport, 
And of her diamc to make a gamefome ied ; 
But gan examine him in draighter fort, 
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Which of her Nymphes, or other clofe confort, 470 
Him thither brought, and her to him betraid ? 
He, much affeard, to her confefled (hort, 
That 'twas Molanna which her fo bewraid. 
Then all attonce their hands vpon Molanna laid. 

But him (according as they had decreed) 

With a Deeres-fkin they couered, and then chaft 
With all their hounds that after him did fpeed ; 
But he more fpeedy, from them fled more faft 
Then any Deere : fo fore him dread aghafL 
They after foUow'd all with (hrill out-cry, 480 

Shouting as they the heauens would haue brafl : 
That all the woods and dales where he did flie, 

Did ring againe, and loud reeccho to the fkie. 

So they him followed till they weary were ; 
When, back returning to Molanrl againe, 
They, by commaund'ment of Diana^ there 
Her whelm'd with ftones. Yet Faunus (for her paine) 
Of her beloued Fanchin did obtaine. 
That her he would receiue vnto his bed. 
So now her waues pafle through a pleafant Plaine, 
Till with the Fanchin fhe her felfe doe wed, 49 1 

And (both combined) themfelues in one faire riuer fpred. 

Nath'leffe, Diana^ full of indignation, 

Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke ; 

In whofe fweet ftreame, before that bad occafion, 

So much delight to bathe her limbes fhe tooke : 

Ne only her, but alfo quite forfooke 

All thofe faire forrefts about Arlo hid, 

And all that Mountaine, which doth over-looke 
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The richeft champian that may elfe be rid, 50( 

And the faire Shure, in which are thoufand Salmon 
bred. 



Them all, and all that (he fo deare did way, 

Thence-forth (he left ; and parting from the place, 
There-on an heauy haplefle curfe did lay, 
To weet, that Wolues, where (he was wont to fpace, 
Should harbour'd be, and all thofe Woods drface, 
And Thieues fhould rob and fpoile that Coafl around 
Since which, thofe Woods, and all that goodly Chafe 
Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues abound 

Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers fince hau 
foud. 5 1 < 

1. 500, < champain * 161 1. 
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Cant. VII. 








Pea/in^, from loue, to Natures Bar^ 

bold Alteration pleades 
Large Euidence : but Nature y^^^i^ 

her righteous Doome arades. 





AH! whither dooft thou now thou greater Mufe 
Me from thefe woods & pleafing forrefts bring? 
And my fraile fpirit (that dooth oft refufe 
This too high flight, vnfit for her weake wing) 
Lift vp aloft, to tell of heauens King i o 

(Thy foueraine Sire) his fortunate fucceffe, 
And vi6lory, in bigger noates to fing, 
Which he obtained againil that Titaneffe^ 
That him of heauens Empire fought to difpofl'efle. 

Yet f ith I needs muft follow thy beheft, 
Doe thou my weaker wit with (kill infpire, 
Fit for this turne ; and in my fable breft 
Kindle frefh fparks of that immortall fire, 
Which learned minds inflameth with defire 
Of heauenly things : for, who but thou alone, 20 
That art ybome of heauen and heauenly Sire, 



1. 17, •/fl^i^*— Dr. Morris reads 'feebU: 
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Can tell things doen in heauen fo long ygone : 
So farre pad memory of man that may be knowne. 

Now, at the time that was before agreed, 
The Gods aflembled all on Arlo hill ; 
As well thofc that are fprung of heauenly feed, 
As thofe that all the other world doe fill, 
And rule both fea and land vnto their will : 
Onely th'infemall Powers might not appeare ; 
Afwell for horror of their count'naunce ill, 3< 

As for thVnruly fiends which they did feare ; 

Yet Pluto and Proferpina were prefent there. 

And / thither alfo came all other creatures, 
What-euer life or motion doe retaine, 
According to their fundry kinds of features ; 
That Arlo fcarfly could them all containe ; 
So full they filled euery hill and Plaine : 
And had not Natures Sergeant (that is Order) 
Them well difpofed by his bufie paine, 
And raunged farre abroad in euery border, 4( 

They would haue caufed much confufion and diforder. 

Then forth iffewed (great goddeffe) great dame Natun 
With goodly port and gracious Maiefty ; 
Being far greater and more tall of (lature 
Then any of the gods or Powers on hie : 
Yet certes by her face and phyfnomy. 
Whether fhe man or woman inly were, 
That could not any creature well defcry : 
For, with a veije that wimpled euery where. 

Her head and face was hid, that mote to none appeare 
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That fome doe fay was fo by (kill deuized, 50 

To hide the terror of her vncouth hew, 
From mortall eyes that fliould be fore agrizcd ; 
For that her face did like a Lion fhew, 
That eye of wight could not indure to view : 
But others tell that it fo beautious was, 
And round about fuch beames of fplendor threw, 
That it the Sunne a thoufand times did pafs, 

Ne could be feene, but like an image in a glafs. 

That well may feemen true : for, well I weene 60 

That this fame day, when fhe on Arlo fat, 
Her garment was fo bright and wondrous ftieenc, 
That my fraile wit cannot deuize to what 
It to compare, nor finde like ftuffe to that. 
As thofe three facred Saints^ though elfe mod wife, 
Yet on mount Thahor quite their wits forgat, 
When they their glorious Lord in ftrangc difguife 

Transfigur'd fawe ; his garments fo did daze their 

In a fayre Plaine vpon an equall Hill, 

She placed was in a pauilion ; 70 

Not fuch as Craftef-men by their idle (kill 

Are wont for Princes dates to fafhion : 

But th'earth her felf of her owne motion, 

Out of her fruitfuU bofome made to growe 

Moft dainty trees ; that, fliooting vp anon. 

Did feeme to bow their bloofming heads full lowe, 

For homage vnto her, and like a throne did fhew. 

1. 77, *Jhowe' 161 1. 



296 THE VII. BOOKE OF THE l/Cani. VII. 

So hard it is for any liuing wight, 
Ail her array and veftiments to tell, 
That old Dan Geffrey (in whofe gentle fpright 80 
The pure well head of Poef ie did dwell) 
In his Faults parky durft not with it mel, 
But it transferd to A lane, who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kindes defcrib'd it well : 
Which who will read fet forth fo as it ought, 

Go fcek he out that A lane where he may be fought 

And all the earth far vndemeath her feete 
Was dight with flowres, that voluntary grew 
Out of the ground, and fent forth odours fweet ; 
Tenne thoufand mores of fundry fent and hew, 90 
That might delight the fmell, or pleafe the view : 
The which, the Nymphes, from all the brooks thereby 
Had gathered, they at her foot-ftoole threw; 
That richer feem'd then any tapeftry, 

That Princes bowres adorne with painted imagery. 

And Mole himfelfe, to honour her the more, 
Did deck himfelf in frefheft faire attire, 
And his high head, that feemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned frofts of former winters ire. 
He with an Oaken girlond now did tire, 100 

As if the loue of fome new Nymph late feene. 
Had in him kindled youthfull frefh defire, 
And made him change his gray attire to greene ; 

Ah gentle Mole ! fuch ioyance hath thee well befeene. 

1. 78, 'hard' (i6ii) accepted for 'heard* of 1609: 1. 84, * MsmL' 
(Dr. Morris): 1. 93, ^ which they* 1609 and 161 1— corrected as in Dr. 
Morris. 
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Was neuer fo great ioyance fince the day, 
That all the gods whylome affembled were, 
On Hcemus hill in their diuine array. 
To celebrate the folemne bridall cheare, 
Twixt Peleus, and dame Thetis pointed there ; 
Where Phoebus felf, that god of Poets hight, 1 1 o 

They fay did f ing the fpoufall hymne full cleere. 
That all the gods were rauifht with delight 

Of his celeftiall fong, & Muf icks wondrous might. 

This great Grandmother of all creatures bred 

Great Nature^ euer young yet full of eld, 

Still moouing, yet vnmoued from her (led ; 

Vnfeene of any, yet of all beheld ; 

Thus fitting in her throne as I haue teld, 

Before her came dame Mutabilitie ; 

And being lowe before her prefence feld, 120 

With meek obayfance and humilitie. 
Thus gan her plaintif Plea, with words to amplifie ; 

To thee 6 greateft goddeffe, onely great. 
An humble fuppliant loe, I lowely fly 
Seeking for Right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Who Right to all doft deale indifferently, 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Iniurie, 
Which any of thy creatures doe to other 
(Oppreffing them with power, vnequally) 
Sith of them all thou art the equall mother, 130 

And knitted each to'each, as brother vnto brother. 

To thee therefore of this fame loue I plaine, 
And of his fellow gods that faine to be, 

1. 109, ' Pdem * — obvious correction of ' PeUtu * of 1609 and 161 1. 
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That challenge to themfelues the whole worlds ra^ ; 
Of which, the greateft part is due to me. 
And heauen it felfe by heritage in Fee : 
For, heauen and earth I both alike do deeme, 
Sith heauen and earth are both alike to thee ; 
And, gods no more then men thou doefl efleeme : 
For, euen the gods to thee, as men to gods do feeme. 

Then /weigh, 6 foueraigne goddefTe, by what right 141 
Thefe gods do claime the worlds whole fouerainty ; 
And that is onely dew vnto my might 
Arrogate to themfelues ambitioufly : 
As for the gods owne principality. 
Which laue vfurpes vniufUy ; that to be 
My heritage, laues felf cannot deny. 
From my great Grandf ire Titan^ vnto mee, 

DenVd by dew defcent ; as is well knowen to thee. 

Yet mauger loue^ and all his gods befide, 150 

I doe poffefle the worlds mod r^ment ; 

As, if ye pleafe it into parts diuide, 

And euery parts inholders to conuent. 

Shall to your eyes appeare incontinent. 

And firft, the Earth (great mother of vs all) 

That only feems vnmov'd and permanent. 

And vnto Mutability not thrall ; 
Yet is (he chang'd in part, and eeke in generalL 

For, all that from her fprings, and is ybredde, 

How-euer fayre it flourifh for a time, 160 

Yet fee we foone decay ; and, being dead 
To turne again vnto their earthly (lime : 

1. 139, * efteeenu ' is corrected : I. 142, * my ' correction in 1611 of * thy * in 
1609. 
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Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime, 
We daily fee new creatures to arize ; 
And of their Winter fpring another Prime, 
Vnlike in forme, and changed by ftrange difguife ; 
So turne they dill about, and change in reftleffe wife. 

As for her tenants ; that is, man and beads, 
The beads we daily fee maffacred dy. 
As thralls and vaflalls vnto mens beheads : 170 

And men themfelues doe change continually, 
From youth to eld, from wealth to pouerty, 
From good to bad, from bad to word of all. 
Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly : 
But eeke their minds (which they immortall call) 

Still change and vary thoughts, as new occafions fall. 

Ne is the water in more condant cafe ; 

Whether thofe fame on high, or thefe belowe. 
For, th'Ocean moueth dil, from place to place ; 
And euery Riuer dill doth ebbe and flowe : 180 

Ne any Lake, that feems mod dill and flowe, 
Ne Poole fo fmall, that can his fmoothnefle holde. 
When any winde doth vnder heauen blowe ; 
With which, the clouds are alfo tod and rolFd ; 

Now like great Hills; &, dreight, like duces, them vnfold. 

So likewife are all watry liuing wights 

Still tod, and turned, with continuall change 

Neuer abyding in their dedfad plights. 

The fifli, dill floting, doe at randon range, 

And neuer red; but euermore exchange 190 

Their dwelling places, as the dreames them carrie : 

Ne haue the watry foules a certaine grange, 
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Wherdn to reft, ne in one ftead do tarry ; 
But flitting ftill doe flie, and ftill dieir places vary. 

Next is the A)rre : which who fedes not by fenfe 
(For, of all fenfe it is the middle meane) 
To flit ftill ? and, with fubtill influence 
Of his thin fpirit, all creatures to maintaine. 
In ftate of life ? O weake life ! that does leane 
On thing fo tickle as th'vnfteady ayre ; 200 

Which euery howre is changed, and altred cleane 
With euery blaft that bloweth fowle or faire : 

The faire doth it prolong; the fowle doth it impaire. 

Therein the changes infinite beholde. 

Which to her creatures euery minute chaunce ; 
Now, boyling hot : ftreight, friezing deadly cold : 
Now, faire fun-ftiine, that makes all (kip and daunce : 
Streight, bitter ftorms and balefull countenance, 
That makes them all to fhiuer and to fhake : 209 
Rayne, hayle, and fnowe do pay them fad penance, 
And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them quake) 

With flames & flafhing lights that thoufand changes 
make. 

Laft is the fire : which, though it Hue for euer, 
Ne can be quenched quite ; yet, euery day, 
Wee fee his parts, fo foone as they do feuer, 
To lofe their heat, and fhortly to decay ; 
So, makes himfclf his owne confuming pray. 
Ne any liuing creatures doth he breed : 
But all, that are of others bredd, doth flay ; 
And, with their death, his cruell life dooth feed; 220 

Nought Icauing, but their barren aihes, without feede. 
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Thus, all thefe fower (the which the ground-work bee 
Of all the world, and of all liuing wights) 
To thoufand forts of Change we fubie6l fee : 
Yet are they chang'd (by other wondrous flights) 
Into themfelues, and lofe their natiue mights ; 
The Fire to Aire, and th'Ayre to Water fheere, 
And Water into Earth : yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Aire with Earth approaching neere : 

Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 230 

So, in them all raignes Mutabilitie ; 

How-euer thefe, that Gods themfelues do call, 

Of them doe claime the rule and fouerainty : 

As, Vejla, of the fire aethereall ; 

Vulcan, of this, with vs fo vfuall ; 

OpSy of the earth ; and luno of the Ayre ; 

NepUine, of Seas ; and Nymphes, of Riuers all. 

For, all thofe Riuers to me fubieft are: 
And all the reft, which they vfurp, be all my fhare. 

Which to approuen true, as I haue told, 240 

Vouchfafe, 6 goddeffe, to thy prefence call 
The reft which doe the world in being hold : 
As, times and feafons of the yeare that fall : 
Of all the which, demand in generall, 
Or iudge thy felfe, by verdit of thine eye, / 

Whether to me they are not fubieft all. 
Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by, 

Bade Order call them all, before her Maiefty. 

So, / forth iffew'd the Seafons of the yeare ; 

Firfl;, lufty Springs all dight in leaues of flowres 250 
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That frefhly budded and new bloofmes did beare 
(In which a thoufand birds had built their bowres 
That fweetly fung, to call forth Paramours) : 
And in his hand a iauelin he did beare. 
And on his head (as fit for warlike ftoures) 
A g^ilt engrauen morion he did weare ; 
That as fome did him loue, fo others did him feare. 

Then came the ioUy Sommer^ being dight 
In a thin filken cafTock coloured greene, 
That was vnlyned all, to be more light : 260 

And on his head a girlond well befeene 
He wore, from which as he had chaufTed been 
The fweat did drop ; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and fhaftes, as he in forreft greene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 

And now would bathe his limbes, with labor heated fore. 

Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad, 
As though he ioyed in his plentious ftore. 
Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full glad 
That he had banifht hunger, which to-fore 270 

Had by the belly oft him pinched fore. 
Vpon his head a wreath that was enrold 
With eares of come, of euery fort he bore : 
And in his hand a fickle he did holde, 

To reape the ripened fruits the which the earth had yold. 

Laflly, came Winter cloathed all in frize. 

Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill, 
Whirft on his hoary beard his breath did freefe ; 
And the dull drops that from his purpled bill 

I. 251— 161 1 omits ^did,^ 
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As from a limbeck did adown diftill. 280 

In his right hand a tipped ftaffe he held, 
With which his feeble fteps he flayed ftill : 
For, he was faint with cold, and weak with eld ; 
That fcarfe his loofed limbes he hable was to weld. 

Thefe, marching foftly, thus in order went, 

And after them, the Monthes all riding came ; 

Firft, fturdy March with brows full fternly bent, 

And armed ftrongly, rode vpon a Ram, 

The fame which ouer Hellefpontus fwam : 

Yet in his hand a fpade he alfo hent, 290 

And in a bag all forts of feeds yfame, 

Which on the earth he ftrowed as he went. 

And fild her womb with fruitful! hope of nourifliment. 

Next came frefh Aprill full of luftyhed, 

And wanton as a Kid whofe home new buds : 

Vpon a Bull he rode, the fame which led 

Europa floting through ihiArgolick fluds : 

His homes were gilden all with golden ftuds 

And garnifhcd with garlonds goodly dight 

Of all the faired flowres and freftieft buds (fight 

Which th'earth brings forth, and wet he feem'd in 

With waues, through which he waded for his loues 
delight. 

Then came faire Mqy^ the fayreft mayd on ground, 302 
Deckt all with dainties of her feafons pryde, 
And throwing flowres out of her lap around : 
Vpon two brethrens (houiders (he did ride. 
The twinnes of Leda ; which on eyther fide 
Supported her like to their foueraine Queene. 
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Lord ! how all creatures laught, when her they fpide, 
And leapt and daunc't as they had rauilht beene 1 
And Cupid felfe about her iluttred all in greene. 311 

And after her, came iolly Iime^ arrayd 

All in greene leaues, as he a Player were ; 
Yet in his time, he wrought as well as playd, 
That by his plough-yrons mote right well appeare : 
Vpon a Crab he rode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling (leps an vncouth pafe, 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to their face. 

Like that vngracious crew which faines demureft grace. 

Then came hot luly boyling like to fire, 321 

That all his garments he had caft away : 
Vpon a Lyon raging yet with ire 
He boldly rode and made him to obay : 
It was the beaft that whylome did forray 
The Nemaean forreft, till Xh* Amphytrionide 
Him flew, and with his hide did him array : 
Behinde his back a fithe, and by his fide 

Vnder his belt he bore a fickle circling wide. 

The fixt was Augtijl^ being rich arrayd 330 

In garment all of gold downe to the ground : 
Yet rode he not, but led a louely Mayd 
Forth by the lilly hand, the which was cround 
With eares of come, and full her hand was found ; 
That was the righteous Virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made abound ; 
But, after Wrong was lov'd and luftice folde, 

She left th'vnrighteous world and was to heauen extold. 
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Next him, September marched eeke on foote ; 

Yet was he heauy laden with the fpoyle 340 

Of haruefts riches, which he made his boot, 

And him enricht with bounty of the foyle ; 

In his one hand, as fit for haruefts toyle, 

He held a knife-hook ; and in th'other hand 

A paire of waights, with which he did affoyle 

Both more and leffe, where it in doubt did ftand, 

And equall gaue to each as luftice duly fcann'd. 

Then came 06lober full of merry glee : 
For, yet his noule was totty of the muft, 
Which he was treading in the wine-fats fee, 350 

And of the ioyous oyle, whofe gentle guft 
Made him to frollick and fo full of luft : 
Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 
The fame which by Dianaes doom vniuft 
Slew great Orion : and eeke by his fide 

He had his ploughing fhare, and coulter ready tyde. 

Next / was Nouembcr^ he full groffe and fat, 

As fed with lard, and that right well might feeme ; 

For, he had been a fatting hogs of late, 

That yet his browes with fweat, did reek and fteem, 

And yet the feafon was full (harp and breem ; 361 

In planting eeke he took no fmall delight: 

Whereon he rode, not eafie was to deeme ; 

For it a dreadfull Centaure was in fight. 

The feed of Satiirne^ and faire Nais^ Chiron hight 

And after him, came next the chill December : 
Yet he through merry feafting which he made, 

1. 357, *fidl ' inadvertently doubled in 1609. 
VIII. 20 
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And great bonfires, did not the cold remember ; 
His Sauiours birth his mind fo much did glad : 
Vpon a ftiaggy-bearded Goat he rode, 370 

The fame wherewith Dan loiu in tender yeares. 
They fay, was nouriflit by ^I\d]fean mayd ; 
And in his hand a broad deepe boawle he beares ; 
Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his peeres. 

Then came old lanuary^ wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 
Yet did he quake and quiuer like to quell. 
And blowe his nayles to warme them if he may : 
For, they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 380 
And from the trees did lop the needleffe fpray : 
Vpon an huge great Elarth-pot (leane he flood ; 

From whofe wide mouth, there flowed forth the Romane 
floud. 

And laftly, came cold February^ fitting 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride; 
Drawne of two fifhes for the feafon fitting, 
Which through the flood before did foftly flyde 
And fwim away : yet had he by his fide 
His plough and hamefle fit to till the ground. 
And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride 390 
Of hading Prime did make them burgein round : 

So part the twelue Months forth, & their dew places 
found. 

1. 370, * rwU '—Another of Spenser's neglects, to the distress of all Purists, 
who of coarse read * rade^ : I. 372, —the dropped •</* of 1609, 161 1, 5rst 
supplied by Upton. 
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And after thefe, there came the Day, and Night, 
Riding together both with equall pafe, 
Th'one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white ; 
But Night had couered her vncomely face 
With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace, 
On top whereof the moon and ftars were pight, 
And fleep and darkneffe round about did trace : 
But Day did beare, vpon his fcepters hight, 4CO 

The goodly Sun, encompaft all with beames bright. 

Then came the Howres, faire daughters of high loiie. 
And timely Night, the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fit to kindle loue ; 
But they were Virgins all, and loue efchewed, 
That might forflack the charge to them fore-fhewed 
By mighty loue ; who did them Porters make 
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods iffued) 
Which they did dayly watch, and nightly wake 

By euen turnes, ne euer did their charge forfake. 410 

And after all came Life, and laftly Death \ 

Death with moft grim and griefly vifage feene, 
Yet is he nought but parting of the breath ; 
Ne ought to fee, but like a (hade to weene, 
Vnbodied, vnfourd, vnheard, vnfeene. 
But Life was like a faire young lufty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Cupid to haue beene. 
Full of delightfull health and liuely ioy. 

Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to employ. 

When thefe were part, thus gan the Titaneffe ; 420 

Lo, mighty mother, now be iudge and fay, 
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Wbdher in all tliy creatures more or lefle 
CHANGE dodi not raign & beare the gieateft fway : 
For, vbo fees not, that Tiwu oo all doth pray ? 
But Tames do change and mooe oontiniially. 
So notfah^ here long ftandetfa in one ftay : 
\Mierefore,this lovrer world who can deny 
But to be fnbiea ftill XoIfuSabiliiuf 

Then thus gan Itau ; Ri^t true it is. that thefe 

And all things elfe diat vnder heauen dwell 430 
Are diang'd of Time^ who doth them all diflcife 
Of beii^ : But, who is it (to me tell) 
That Time himfelfe doth moue and dill compell 
To keepe his couife ? Is not that namely wee 
Wliich poure that vertue from our heauenly cell, 
That moues them all, and makes them changed be ? 

So them we gods doe rule, and in them alfo thee. 

To whom, thus Mutability : The things 

\\Tiich we fee not how they are mov'd and fwaj-d, 
Ye may attribute to your felues as Kings, 440 

And fay the>- by your fecret powrc are made : 
But what we fee not, who (hall vs peri\\-ade ? 
But were they fo, as yc them faine to be, 
Mov'd by your might, and ordred by your ayde ; 
Yet what if I can proue, that euen yee 

Your felues are likewife chang'd, and fubiefl vnto mee? 

And firft, concerning her that is the firft, 

Euen you faire Cynthia^ whom fo much ye make 
loues deareft darling, (he was bred and nurfl 
On Cynthus hill, whence (he her name did take 1450 
Then is (he mortall borne, how-fo ye crake ; 
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Befides, her face and countenance euery day 
We changed fee, and fundry forms partake, 
Now hornd, now roud, now bright, now brown & gray: 
So that as changefull as ttie Moone men vfe to fay. 

Next, Mercury^ who though he leffe appeare 

To change his hew, and alwayes feeme as one ; 

Yet, he his courfe doth altar euery yeare. 

And is of late far out of order gone : 

So Venus eeke, that goodly Paragone, 460 

Though faire all night, yet is (he darke all day ; 

And Phoebus felf, who lightfome is alone, 

Yet is he oft eclipfed by the way, 
And fills the darkned world with terror and difmay- 

Now / Mars that valiant man is changed mod : 
For, he fome times fo far runs out of fquare. 
That he his way doth feem quite to haue loft. 
And cleane without his vfuall fphere to fare ; 
That euen thefe Star-gazers ftonifht are 
At fight thereof, and damne their lying bookes : 470 
So likewlfe, grim Sir Saturne oft doth fpare 
His fterne afpeft, and calme his crabbed lookes : 

So many turning cranks thefe haue, fo many crookes. 

But you Dan loue^ that only conftant are. 
And King of all the reft, as ye do clame. 
Are you not fubieft eeke to this misfare ? 
Then let me afke you this withouten blame, 
Where were ye borne ? fome fay in Crete by name. 
Others in Thebes^ and others other-where ; 
But wherefoeuer they comment the fame, 480 
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They all confent that ye begotten were, 
And borne here in this world, ne other can appeare. 

Then are ye mortall borne, and thrall to me, 
Vnleffe the kingdome of the (ky yee make 
Immortall, and vnchangeable to be ; 
Bef ides, that power and vertue which ye fpake. 
That ye here worke, doth many changes take. 
And your owne natures change : for, each of you 
That vertue haue, or this, or that to make. 
Is checkt and changed from his nature trew, 4c 

By others oppofition or obliquid view. 

Bef ides, the fundrj" motions of your Spheares, 
So fundry waies and fafhions as clerkes faine, 
Some in fliort fpace, and fome in longer yeares ; 
What is the fame but alteration plaine ? 
Onely the ftarrie fkie doth ftill remaine : 
Yet do the Starres and Signes therein ftill moue. 
And euen it felf is mov'd, as wizards faine. 
But all that moueth, doth mutation loue : 

Therefore both you and them to me I fubieft proue. 

Then fince within this wide great Vniuerfe 5 c 

Nothing doth firme and permanent appeare. 
But all things toft and turned by tranfuerfe : 
What then fhould let, but I aloft fhould reare 
My Trophee, and from all, the triumph beare ? 
Now iudge then (6 thou greateft goddeflfe trew !) 
According as thy felfe doeft fee and heare, 
And vnto me addoom that is my dew ; 

That is the rule of all, all being rul'd by you. 

1, 498, ^ faine ' 161 1— blunderingly. See Glossary, 5,v, 
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So hauing ended, filence long enfewed, 510 

Ne Nature to or fro fpake for a fpace, 
But with firme eyes affixt, the ground ftill viewed. 
Meane while, all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expefling th'end of this fo doubtfull cafe. 
Did hang in long fufpence what would enfew, 
To whether fide fliould fall the foueraigne place : 
At length, fhe looking vp with chearefull view, 

The filence brake, and gaue her doome in fpeeches few. 

I well confider all that ye haue fayd, 

And find that all things ftedfaftnes doe hate J20 

And changed be : yet being rightly wayd 

They are not changed from their firft eftate ; 

But by their change their being dpe dilate : 

And turning to themfclues at length againe, 

Doe worke their owne perfeftion fo by fate : 

Then ouer them Change doth not rule and raigne ; 

But they raigne ouer change, and doe their dates main- 
taine. 

Ceafe therefore daughter further to afpire, 
And thee content thus to be rul'd by me : 
For thy decay thou feekft by thy defire ; 530 

But time fhall come that all fhall changed bee, 
And from thenceforth, none no more change fhall fee. 
So was the Titancfs put downe and whift. 
And loue confirmed in his imperiall fee. 
Then was that whole afTembly quite difmift, 

And Natures felfe did vanifh, whither no man wift. 
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The VIII. Canto, vfiperfite. 

WHen I bethinke me on that fpeech whyleare. 
Of Mutability y and well it way : 
Me feemes, that though (he all vnworthy were 
Of the Heav'ns Rule ; yet very footh to fay, 
In all things elfe (he beares the greateft fway. 
Which makes me loath this (late of life fo tickle, 
And loue of things fo vaine to caft away ; 
Whofe flowring pride, fo fading and fo fickle, 
Short Tinu (hall foon cut down with his confuming fickle. 

Then gin I thinke on that which Nature fayd, lo 

Of that fame time when no more Cliange (hall be, 
But ftedfad reft of all things firmely ftayd 
Vpon the pillours of Eternity, 
That is contrayr to Miitabilitie : 
For, all that moueth, doth in Change delight : 
But thence-forth all (liall reft eternally 
With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth hight : 

O Thou great Sabbaoth God, graunt me that Sabaoths 

^'g^*- FINIS. ' ^ 

1. 7, 'and caft' i6ii (bad) : 1. 17, ' SahaotV {\fi\\y, 1. 18, */Atf/' (first) — 
Dr. Morris annotates here *' For that Mr. Collier suggests thou. But there 
sliould perhaps be no comma after Gvdy and the sentence will be an optative 
one, signifying ' O may that great God of hosts grant me the enjoyment of 
tliat rest eternal.* Perhaps * Sabaoths fight* is an allusion to the ancient inter- 
pretation of the word Jerusalem — i.e. Visio pacts, " Spite of this, * Thcu ' 
seems certainly the Autbor*s intended word, and so I adopt it. Church 
smjgested * Sabbaths*; 161 1 spells *Sabaoth.' See Glossary j.f. : 1. 20 — on 
v^rso of last page of 1609 is the wood-cut symbol of the Publisher Lownes 
or of the Printer or H. L., with the legend * Os Homini Sublime Dedit,' 
and below * At London, Printed by H. L. for Mathew Lownes.* — G. 
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NOTE. 

As stated in the Note before the 'Faerie Queene* (Vol. V., page 4) 
the Letter to Raleigh and the related poems, have been /w-fixed by modem 
Editors (including Dr. Richard Morris), whereas in both of the Author's 
own editions (of 1590 and 1596) they were a/fixed (in the former pp. 591 — 
606, and 4 unpaged leaves, in the latter pp. 589—605), at close of Vol. I. 
(Books I.— III.). 

In the 1596 quarto there is considerable blundering : e.g., — 

1. Six sonnets are wholly left out — viz., to (a) Burleigh, {d) Hunsdon, (c) 

Buckhurst, (d) Walsingham, (e) Norris, (/) Countess of Pembroke. 

2. The following — (a) * Vision upon the Conceipt of the Faery Queene,* 

{d) * Another of the Same * {c) * To the learned Shepheaid '—are 
printed twice over. Curiously enough, in 1590, the Sonnets to {a) 
Hatton, {d) Oxenford, {c) Northumberland, {d) Essex, (e) Ormond, 
(/) Howell, (^), Grey of Wilton, (//) Raleigh, are also printed twiot 
over — viz., first in the paged leaves, and second in the unpaged. 

3. Owing to (2), the opening commendatory poems are severed from the 

others by the Letter to Raleigh. 
All this I have necessarily put right : id est, I restore the Letter to its fint 
place, and insert the six omitted Sonnets in their places. Except in the 
Commendatory Poems there are no various readings as between 1596 (ow 
text) and 1590. In these I note the few slight changes in spelling and 
punctuation. In the * Letter to Raleigh ' there are only two differing 
readings, if readings they may be called : viz., (i) ' knight ' misprinted for 
* knightes* (page 317, 1. 29). and (2) * Hijloricair for ^hiftoriccU' (page 318, 
1. 7). All the rest is literatim in '96 as in '90. — G. 
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Letter of the Authors expounding his 

whole inlenlion in the coiir/e of this worke, ivhick 

for that it giuctli great light to the Reader, for 

the better voderftandinj is hereunto 

annexed. 

To the Right noble, and Valorom, Sir Walter 
Raleigh knight, Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, 
and her Maiefties licftenaunt of the County of 
Corncwayll. 

1/r knowing how doubtfully all AUe- i 
gories may be conjlrued, and this booke 
of mine, which I have eniituhd tlte 
Faery Queene, being a conlitmed Alle- 
gory, or darke conceit, I ham thought 
good a/well for attoyding of gealous 
opinions and mifcuJlrii£lions, as alfo 
for your better light in reading thereof, {being fo by ymt 
comanded') to difcouer vnto you the general intention and 
meaning, which in the whole coitrfe thereof I liaue fajh- 
ioned, without expreffing of any particular purpofes or by 2 
accidents therein occafioned. Tlte generall end therefore 
of all the booke is to fafkion a gentleman or noble perfon 
in vertuous and gentle difcipline ; Which for tltat T 
conceiued Jkoulde be mojl plaufible and pleafing, being 
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coloured with an hiftoricall fiSHon^ the which the ntojl 
part of men delight to read, rather for variety of matter^ 
then for profite of the enf ample : I chofe the hiflorye of 
king Arthur e^ as mofl fitte for the excellency of his perfon 
being made famous by many mens former j workes^ and 
alfo furtliefi from the daunger of enuy^ and fufpition ofi 
prefent time. In which I haue followed all the antique 
Poets hiftoricall, firfl Homere, wlu> in the Perfons of 
Agamemnon and Vlyjfes hath enfampled a good gouer^ 
flour and a vertuous man, tfu one in his Ilias, the other 
in his Odyjfeis : then Virgil, whofe like intention was to 
doe in the perfon of Aeneas : after him Ariofio comprifed 
them both in his Orlando : afid lately Taffo diffeuered 
t/iem againe, and formed both parts in two perfons^ 
namely that part which they in Philofophy call Ethice^ or 
vertues of a priuate man, coloured in his Rinaldo. The 4 
other named Politice in his Godfredo. By enf ample of 
which excellente Poets, I labour to pourtraiH in Arthure, 
before he was king, the image of a braue knight, perfected 
in tlie twelue priuate morall vertues, as Ariflotle hath 
deuifed, the which is tlie purpofe of thefe firfl twebu 
bookes : which if I finde to be well accepted, I may be 
perhaps encoraged, to frame the other part of poUiticke 
vertues in his perfofi, after that hee came to be king. To 
fome I know this Methode will feeme difpleafannt, wldch 
had rat Iter haue good difcipline deliuered plainly in wo^ 5 
of precepts, or fermoned at large, as they vfe, then thus 
clowdily enwrapped in Allegoricall deuifes. But fuch, nu 
feeme, fhould be fatisfide with the vfe of thefe dayes, feeing 
all things accounted by their fhowes, and nothing efleemed 
of, that is not delightful and pleafing to commune fence. 
For this caufe is Xenophon preferred before Plato, for titat 
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the one in t/ie exquifite depth of his iudgementy formed a 
Commune welthfiuh as it Jhould be, but the ot/ier in the 
perfon of Cyrus and t/te Perfians fafhioned a goueme^ 
ment fuch as it might befl be : So much more profitable 60 
and gratious is doSlrifu by enf ample, then by rule. So 
liaue I laboured to doe in the perfon of Arthur e : w/tom I 
conceiue after his long education by Timon, to whom he 
was by Merlin deltuered to be brought vp, fofoone as he 
was borne of tlte Lady Igrayne, to haue feene in a dream 
or vifiofi the Faery Queen, with / whofe excellent beauty 
rauiflicd, he awaking refolued to feeke her out, and fo 
being by Merlin armed, and by Timon throug/tly in- 
flru^ed, he went to feeke Iter forth in Faerye land. In 
that Faery Queene Imeane glory in my generall intention, 70 
but in my partiadar I conceiue tlie mofl excellent and 
glorious perfon of our foueraine the Queene, and Iter king^ 
dame in Faery land. And yet in fome places els I doe 
otherwife fJiadow her. For confidering Jhe beareth two 
perfons, tlie one of a mofl royall Queene or Empreffe, the 
other of a mofl vertuous and beautifull Lady, this latter 
part in fome places I doe ezpreffe in Belphoebe, fafJtioning 
Iter name according to your owne excellent conceipt of 
Cynthia {P/icebe and Cynthia being both names of Diana). 
So in the perfon of Prince Artliure I fette forth magnifi- 80 
cenu in particular, which vertue for that {according to 
Ariflotle and the refl) it is the perfe6Hon of all the refl, 
and conteinet/t in it them all, tfierefore in tlie whole courfe 
I mention the deedes of Arthur e apply able to tJiat vertue, 
which I write of in t/iat booke. But of the xii. ot/ur 
vertues, I make xiL other knights t/te patrofis, for the 
more variety of the hiflory. Of w/Uch thefe three bookes 
contayn three. Tlie firfl of the knight of tlie Redcroffe, 
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in whonu I expreffe Hoiptes. ThefecomU of Sir Gt^^m^ 
in w/iome I fette forth Temperaume i Tke third of Brtb^ \ 
mortis a Lady knight^ in whotne I piSlure Chafiity, ihtf 
becaufe the beginning of the whole workefeemetk abrufk 
and as depending vpon other antecedents^ it needs ikaijt 
know tJte occafion ofthefe three knights feueraU aduentmns. 
For tJu Methode of a Poet hifloricall is not fuch^ as ef 
an Hijloriographer, For an Hijloriographer difcowfdh 
of affayres orderly as they were donne^ accounting as wdl 
the times as the ailions^ but a Poet thrujleth into tke 
middefl, euen where it niojl concemeth him^ and there n- 
courfing to the tkinges forepafUy and diuiningof thinges i( 
to come, maketh a pleafing Analyfis of all. The begin- 
ning therefore of my hiflory, if it were to be told by en 
Hijloriographer j Jliould be the twelfth booke^ which is 
the lajly w/tere I deuife tliat t/te Faery Queene kept her 
Annuall feajle xii, dayes, vppon which xii. feuerall 
dayes, the occafions of tlu xii. feuerall aduentures, 
liapnedy which being vndertaken by xii.feuerall knights, 
are in tkefe xii, books feuerally handled and difcourfed. 
The firjl was this. In tlie beginning of the feajl, there 
prefented himfelfe a tall clownifh younge man, who \ 
falling before the Queen of Faries defired a boone 
{as the manner then was) which during tJuit feaji flu 
might not refufe: which was that /lee might lume the 
atchieuement of any aduenture, wfiich during tJiat feafte 
fliould liappen : tliat being graunted, lie refled him on 
the floorCy vnfitte through his ruflicity for a better place, 
Soone after entred a faire Ladye in mourning weedes, 
riding on a white AJfe, with a dwarf e behind Jier lead-- 
ifig a warlike fleedy tluit bore the Arnies of a knight, and 
his fpeare in the dwarfes hand. Sliee falling before i 
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tlie Queeiie of Faeries^ cofitplayncd that her father and 
mother an aiuient King and Quecne^ Iiad bene by an hige 
dragon many years fhut vp in a brafen Caflle^ who thence 
fuffred tJiem not to yjfew: and tJterefore bef ought t/ie 
Faery Queene to ajfygfie her fome one of Iter knights to 
take 071 him tliat exployt, Prefcntly t/iat clownifli perfon 
vpfiarting, defired t/iat aduenture : w/iereat tlie Queene 
much wondering^ and the Lady much gainefaying^ yet 
lu eameftly importuned his defire. In the end tJte Lady 
told him that vnlejfe t/uU armour which flie brougJU^ would \ 30 
ferue him {that is t/ie armour of a Chriflian man fpeci- 
fied by Saint Paul v, Ephes) that he could notfucceed in 
t/iat enterprife, which being forthwith put vpon him with 
dewe furnitures t/icreunto, lie feemed the goodliefl fnan tn 
cd that company^ and was well liked of tlie Lady. And 
eftefoones taking on him knightliood, and mounting on 
tliat flraunge Courfer^ he went forth with lier on tliat 
aduenture : w/iere beginneth tJiefirfl booke, vz. : 

A gentle knight was pricking on the playne, &c. 

The I fecond day ther came in a Palmer bearing an 1 40 
Infant with bloody luztidSy whofe Parents he complained 
to haue bene flayn by an Eticliauntereffe called Acrafia : 
and therfore craued of tlie Faery Queene^ to appoint him 

fome knighty to performe t/tat aduenturCy which being 
ajfig7tcd to Sir Guyon^ he prefently went forth with that 

fame Palmer : which is the beginnifig of tlie fecond booke 
and tlie whole fubieSl thereof Tlie third day tliere came 
in a GroomCy wlio complained before the Faery Queene^ 
that a vile Enchaunter called Bufirane had in liand a 
mofl faire Lady called Amoretta^ whom he kept in mofl i 50 

grieuous torment^ becaufe fhe would not yield him the 



320 A LETIER TO SIR WALTER RALEIGH, 

pleafure of her body. Whcretipati Sir Scudamaur the 
louer of t/iai Lady prefently tooke on hint that aduenture. 
But being vnable to perfonne it by reafon of the hard 
EnchauntnuntSy after long forroWj in the end he nut with 
Britontartis who fuccotired him^ and refkeived his loue. 

But by occafion hereof many other aduentures are 
intemiedled^ but rather as Accidents^ then intendments. 
As the loue of Britomart^ the ouerthrow of MarineUy 
tfie mifery of Florimell^ the vertuofnes of Belphoebe^ the 
lafciuioufnes of Hellenora, and fnany the like. 

Thus much Sir, I haue briefly ouerronne to dired your 
7mderflanding to the wel-head of the Hiflory, that from 
tlience gat/iering the whole intention of the conceit^ ye 
may as in a handfull gripe al the difcourfe, which other" 
wife may happily fceme tedious and co7tfufed. So humbly 
crauing tlie continuautice of your honorable fauourtowardes 
me, and th'eternall eflablijhmeftt of your happines^ I 
humbly take leaue. 

23 lanuary, 1589. 

Yours mod humbly afifc6lionate 

Ed. Spcnfer. 
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A / Vif ion vpon this conceipt of the 

Faery Queene. 

MEtliought I faw the graue where Laura lay 
Within that Temple, where the veftall flame 
Was wont to burne, and paffing by that way, 
To fee that buried duft of h'uing fame, 
Whofe tombe faire loue, and fairer vertue kept, 
All fuddenly I faw the Faery Queene : 
At whofe approch the foule of Petrarke wept, 
And from thenceforth thofe graces were not feene. 10 
For they this Queene attended, in whofe deed 
Obliuion laid him downe on Lauras herfe : 
Hcreat the hardeft ftones were feene to bleed, 
And grones of buried ghoftes the heauens did perfe. 
Where Homers fpright did tremble all for griefe, 
And curil th'acceffe of that celeftiall theife. 



Another of the fame. 

nn Ihprayfe of mealier wits this worke like profit brings. 

As doth the Cuckoes Jong delight when Philumena 

fings. 

If thou hafl formed right true virtues face herein : 20 

Vertue Iter f elf e can befl difceme^ to whom they written bin, 

1. 3, , after * graue * and after * /«y/ and so in 2nd copy of '96 : 1. 7, 
• tumbe' : 1. 8, '/uddcinly ' : 1. 14, i hcuens ' : L 19, • wki: 

VIII. 2 1 



r 



■ 



S22 COMMENDATORY POEMS AND SONNETS 

IftJtou haft beautie prayfd^ let her foU laokes diuine 
Indge if ought therein be amis^ and end it by her mei 
If Chaftitie want ought^ or Temperance her dew^ (a 
Behold her Princely mind aright^ and write thy Qa 
Meane while fhe fhall perceiue^ how farre her vertues 
Aboue the reach of all that liue^ orfnch as wrote of y 
Aftd thereby will exaife andfauour thy good will : 
Whofe vertue can not be expreft^ but by an Angels qu 
Of nte no lines are Unid^ nor letters are of price^ 
Of all which fpcake our Englifh tongue^ but thof 
thy deuice. 

W. R, 



To the learned Shepheard. 



/^ Ollyn I fee by thy ttew taken tafke^ 
\ f ome f acred fury hath enricht thy braytics^ 

I That leades thy mufe in hautie verfe to mafke^ 

\ and loath the layes that longs to lowly fwaynes. 

That lifts thy notes from Shepheardes vnto kings 
So like tlu liuely Larke that mounting fings. 

Thy lotuly Rofolinde feemes nozv forlome^ 
and all thy gentle flockes forgotten quight. 

Thy chaunged hart now holdes thy py pes infcome, 
thofe prety pypes that did thy mates delight, 

Thofe truftie mates that loued thee fo we 11^ 
I VV/iom thou gauft mirth : as tliey gaue thee the beL 



\ 



1. 22, ''beauty'; 1. 26, 'far' : 1. 33, ' Skepehtard'' : I. 36, ' hattg 
1. 38, 'kinges' I I 39, Yinga* : 1. 44, ' irujiy.* 
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Yet as thou earjl with thy fweet roundelayeSy 
didjl Jiirre to glee our laddes in tiomely bowers : 

So mouglitjl tliou now in thefe refyned layes^ 
delight the dainty eares of higher powers. 

Andfo moiight t/tey in their deepe Jkanning Jkill 50 

Alow and grace our Collyns flowing quill. 

And fare befall that Faerie Queene of thine^ 
In wJiofe faire eyes loue linckt with vertuefits : 

Enfufing by thofe bewties fiers deuine^ 
Such Itigh conceites into thy humble wits^ 

As raifed hath poore paftors oaten reede^ 

Fro^n rufticke tunes^ to chaunt heroique deedes. 

So ^nought thy Redcroffe knight with liappy Itand 

vi£lorious be in tluxt faire Ilattds right : 
Which thou doeft vaile in Type of Faery land 60 

Elyzaes bleffed fields that Albion hight. 
TJiat filicides her friends^ and warres her might ie foes y 
Yet flill with peoplcy peace, and plentie flowes. 

But {tolly S/iepheard) though with pleafing ftyle, 
thou feaft the humour of the Courtly traine : 

Let not conceipt thy fetled fence beguHe, 
Ne daunted be through enuy or difdaine. 

Subie6l thy dome to her Empyring fpright. 

From whence thy Mufe, and all the world takes light. 

HobynoU. / 70 

1. 46, 'fweeie'i 1. 49, * daifUW i 1. $1, ' quylP i 1. 52, ' Fairy* i 1. S3, 
*/UUs'i 1. 54, 'fyers deuync* \ 1. 55, ^fuch . . . tviiies'il, 57, 'ruJHck' : 
1. 60, *vayle' : L 61, ' E/izas* : 1. 62, '/rundcs': I 64, 'Jhepheard' i 
1. 65, ' trayfu: 
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FAyre Thamis ftreame, that from Ludds ftately town 
Runft paynng tribute to the Ocean feas^ 
Let all thy Nymphes and Syrens of ren ow ne 
Be nient, whyle this Bryttane Orp/ieus playes : 
Nere thy fweet bankes, there liues that facred crowne, 
\Vhofe hand (bx>wes Palme and neuer-dying bayes. 
Let all at once with thy foft murmuring (owhr 
Prefent her with this worthy Poets prayes. 
For he hath taught hye drifts in Shepeherdes weedes, 
And deepe conceites now f inges in Faeries deedes. 

R. S 

/^ Roue Mufes march in triumph and 'with prayfes^ 

Our Goddeffe here hath giuen you Icaue to land : 
And biddes this rare difpenfer of your graces 
Bow doTvne his brow vnto her facred hand. 
Defertes findes dew in that mofl princely dootne^ 
In whofe fweete brefl are all tlu Mufes bredde : 
So did tliat great Auguftus erfl in Roome 
With leaites of fame adome his Poets hedde. 
Faire be the guerdon of your Faery Queene, 
Euen of the fairefl tliat tlu world haihfeenc, 

H. B./ 

WHen ftout Acliilles heard of Helen's rape 
And what reuenge the States of Greece deuif 
Thinking by fleight the fatall warres to fcape. 
In womans weedes himfelfe he then difguifde. 
But this deuife Vlyjfes foone did fpy, 
And brought him forth, the chaunce of warre to trj*. 
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When Spencer faw the fame was fpredd fo large 
Through Faery land of their renowned Queenc : 
Loth that his Mufe fhould take fo great a charge, 
As in fuch haughty matter to be feene, 
To feeme a Shepeheard then he made his choice, 
But Sidney heard him f ing, and knew his voice. 

And as Vlyjfes brought faire Thetis fonne 
From his retyred life to menage armes : 
So Spencer was by Sidneys fpeaches wonne, 
To blaze her fame not fearing future harmes : 
For well he knew, his Mufe would foone be tyred 
In her high praife, that all the world admired. 

Yet as Achilles in thofe warlike frayes, 

Did win the palme from all the Grecian Peeres : 

So Spencer now to his immortall prayfe, 

Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his feres. 

What though his tafke exceed a humaine witt 

He is excuf *d, fith Sidney thought it fitt 



W. L. 



jjTO / looke vpon a worke of rare deuife 

The which a workman fetteth out to view^ 
And not to yield it tlu deferued prife^ 
TItat vntofuch a workmanjhip is deWy 

Doth either proue the iudgement to be naught 
Or els doth Jliew a mind with enuy fraught 

To labour to commend a peece of worke^ 
Which no man goes about to difcomtnend^ 
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Would raife a iealaus doubt tliat tlure did lurke 
Sonufecret douht^ whereto the pray fe did tend. 
For when men know the goodnes of the wyne^ 
Tis fieedlejfe for the hoaji to haue afygne. 

Thus then to fhtw my iudgement to be fuch ' 
As can difcem of colours blacke^ and white. 
As alls to free my minde from enuies tuch, 
Tliat neuer giues to any man his rights 
I here pronounce t/tis workmanfhip is fuch, 
J As that no pen canfet it forth too much. 

I Aful t^s I hang a garland at the dore, 

r Not for to fhew the goodnes of the ware : 

But fuch hath beene tlie aifiome heretofore ^ 
And cuflomes very hardly broken are. 
. And when your tafl fhall tell you this is trew, 

\ Tlien looke you giue your hoafl his vtmofl dew, 

I Ignoto. 

\ 

To the right honourable Sir Chr 

topher Hatton, Lord High Chauncelor 
of England. &c. 

I'T^Hofe prudent heads, that with theire counfels 
. / J^ Whylom the Pillours of th'earth did fuftaim 

1 And taught ambitious Rotne to tyrannife, 

And in the neck of all the world to rayne, 
Oft from thofe graue affaires were wont abftaine. 
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With the fweet Lady Mufes for to play : 

So Ennius the elder Africane 

So Maro oft did Cafars cares allay. 
So you great Lord, that with your counfcll fway 

The burdeine of this kingdom mightily, 

With like delightes fometimes may eke delay, 

The rugged brow of carefull Policy : 
And to these ydle rymes lend little fpace, 

Which for their titles fake may find more grace. 



To the moji honourable and excellent 

Lo. the Earle of Effex. Great Maifter of the 
Horfe to her Highneffe, and knight of the 
Noble order of the Garter. &c. 

J\^ Agnificke Lord, whofe vertues excellent 
Doe merit a niojl famous Poets witt^ 
To be thy lining praifes injlnnnenty 
Yet doe not fdeigne, to let thy natne be writt 

In this bafe Poeme^for t/iee far vnfitt. 
Nought is thy worth difparaged thereby , 
But zvlten my Mnfe, wliofe fetliers nothing flitt 
Doe yet but flaggy and lowly leame to fly 

With bolder wing fliall dare alofte to fly 
To the lafl praifes of this Faery Queene, 
Tlun f/iall it make more famous memory 
Of thine Heroicke parts , fuch as they beetle : 

Till then vouchfafe thy noble countenaunce^ 
To thefe firfl labours needed furtheraunce. f 




3iS COMMENDATORY POEMS AND SONNETS. 

To the right Honourable the Earle 

of Oxenfordf Lord high Chamberlayne of 

England. &c. 

REceiue moft Noble Lord in gentle gree, 
The vnripe fruit of an vnreadie wit : 
Which by thy countenaunce doth craue to bee 
Defended from foule Enuies poifnous bit. 

Which fo to doe may thee right well befit, 
Sith th'antique glory of thine aunceftry 
Vnder a (hady vele is therein writ, 
And eke thine owne long liuing memory, 

Succeeding them in true nobility : 

And alfo for the loue, which thou doeft bearc 

To th' Heliconian ymps, and they to thee, I 

They vnto thee, and thou to them moft deare : 

Dcare as tliou art unto thy felfe, fo loue 

That loucs & honours thee, as doth behoue. 



To the right ho7iourahle the Earle oj 

Northumberland. 

'jn He f acred Mnfes haue made ahvaies clanu 
To be tJie Nourfes of nobility^ 

And Regiflres of euerlafling fame 

To all that atones profejfe and chenalry. 
Then by like rigJU the noble Progeny^ 
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Which t/iem fiicceed ui fanu and worthy are tyde 

T* embrace the feruice of fweete Poetry ^ 

By w/iofe endetwurs they are glorifide^ 
A ltd eke from ally of wliom it is enuide^ 

To patronise t/ie authotir of tlieir praife^ 

Which giues tliem life^ that els would foone tiaiie didc^ 

And crownes tlteir aflies with immortall bales. 
To tliee t/tercfore right noble Lord I fend 

This prefent of my paineSy it to defend. / 



To the right Honourable the Earle of 

Ormond and Offory. 

REceiue mod noble Lord a fimple tafte 
Of the wilde fruit, which faluage foyl hath bred, 

Which being through long wars left almoft wafte, 

With brutifh barbarifme is ouerfpredd : 
And in fo faire a land, as may be redd. 

Not one ParnaffuSy nor one Helicone 

Left for fweete Mufes to be harboured. 

But where thy felfe haft thy braue manf ione : 
There in deede dwel faire Graces many one. 

And gentle Nymphes, delights of learned wits ; 

And in thy perfon without Paragone 

All goodly bountie and true honour fits, 
Such therefore, as that wafted foyl doth yield, 

Receiue dear Lord in worth, the fruit of barren field. 
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To the right honourable the Lo. Ch. 

Howard^ Lo. high Admiral of England, knight of 
the noble order of the Garter, and one of 
her Maiefties priuie Counfel. &c. 

A Nd yCy braue Lardy whofe goodly perfonagCy 

And noble deeds each other gamijhingy 
Make you enf ample to the prefetit age. 
Of tKold HeroeSy whofe famous of spring 

The antique Poets wont fo much tofing^ 
In this fame Pageaunt haue a worthy place^ 
Sith thofe huge caflles of Cafiilian king, 
Tliat vainly threatned kingdomes to difplace. 

Like flying doues ye did before you chace ; 
And that proud people waxen infolent 
Through many vi£larieSy didfl firfl deface : 
Thy praifes euerlafling monument 

Is in this verfe engruen femblab[f\yy 
Tliat it may Hue to all paflerity. / 



To the moft renowmed and valiant 

Lord, the Lord Grey of Wilton, knight of the 
Noble order of the Garter, &c 

MOft Noble Lord the pillor of my life, 
And Patrone of my Mufes pupillage, 
Through whofe large bountie poured on me rife, 
In the firft feafon of my feeble age, 
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I now doe Hue, bound yours by vaffalage : 
Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of your endleffe debt fo fure a gage, 
Vouchfafe in worth this fmall guift to receaue, 

Which in your noble hands for pledge I leaue, 
Of all the reft, that I am tyde t'account : 
Rude rymes, the which a ruftick Mufe did weaue 
In fauadge foyle, far from Parnaffo mount. 

And roughly wrought in an vnleamed Loome : 

The which vouchfafe dear Lord your fauorable doome. 



To the right noble and valorous 

knight^ Sir Walter Raleigh, Lo. Wardein of the 
Stanneryes, and lief [tjenaunt of Cornwaile. 

nrO thee that art thefontmers Nightingale, 

Thy foueraine Goddejfes mojl deare delight , 
Why doe I fend this rujlic Madrigale, 
That may thy tutufull eare vnfeafon quite f 

T/iou onely fit this Argument to write. 

In whofe high thoughts Pleafure hath built Iter bowre^ 
And dainty loue learnd fweetly to endite. 
My rimes I know vnfauory andfowre^ 

To tajle the JlreameSy that like a golden Jhowre 
Flow from thy fruitfull liead, of thy loues praife^ 
Fitter perhaps to thonder Martiall flowre^ 
Whett fo thee lifl thy lofty Mufe to raife : 

Yet till tltat thou thy Poeme wilt make knowne. 
Let thy faire Cinthias praifes bee thus rudely fhowtte, / 



::i '.v. 



To the moft ^'ertuous, and beaudfuU 



- » 



E CL2.T L TTzb^ot bC^ cf calJeSt buany. 






X 

Bat -s^ih r m^mrr a nrx-r ot yocr graciocs oame, 
Vihtr^rwTZh, that cccrtly garl-scd ci3%t ye grace. 

And dccic tbe Torid, adGcne theic vwes bafe : 
Xot tear thefe finr Ifscs can in diem comprife 
ThoCt g!orioa$ ornaments of hcaenly graoe^ 
Whercvith yc triumph ooer feei>Ie eyes. 

And in fubdoed harts do tyr^ayfc ; 

For thereunto doth need a golden quill. 
And niuer leaues, them rightly to deuife. 
But to make humble prefent of good will : 

Which whenas timely meanes it purchafe may. 
In ampler v^-ife it felfe will forth difplay. 

E. S 



To all the gratious and beautifull Ladies 

in the Court. 

^ He Chian Peincler, ivlun he was requirde 
To pourtraicl Venus in her perfect fiew. 
To make his worke more ab/olute, defird 
Of all the fair efl M aides to haue the vew. 

Much more me needs to draw the femblant trew. 
Of beauties Queene^ tfte worlds fole wonderment. 
To fJiarpe my fence withfundry beauties vew. 
And fleaU from each fome part of ornatnent. 
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If all the world to feeke I ouerwent 
A fairer crew yet no wliere could I fee^ 
Then that brane court doth to mine eie prefenty 
That t/ie worlds pride feemes gatliered tliere to bee. 

Of each a part I flole by cunning thefte : 

Fargiue it me faire Dames, fith lejfe ye haue not lefic. 

E. S. 

To the right honourable the Lo. 

Burleigh, Lo. high Threafuer of Englafid. 

TO you right' noble Lord, whofe carefull breft 
To menage of moft graue affaires is bent, 
And on whofe mightie fhoulders moft doth reft 
The burdein of this kingedomes gouemement, 

As the wide compaffe of the firmament, 
On Atlas mighty fhoulders is vpftayd ; 
Vnfitly I thefe ydle rimes prefent, 
The labor of loft time, and wit vnftayd ; 

Yet if their deeper fence be inly wayd, 

And the dim vele, with which from comune vew 
Their fairer parts are hid, afide be layd. 
Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to you. 

Such as they be, vouchfafe them to receaue, 

And wipe their faults out of your cenfure graue. 

R S. 

To the right honourable the Lord of 

Hunfdon, high Cluimberlaine to Iter Maiefly. 



R 



Enowmed Lord, that for your worthineffe 
And noble deeds haue your deferued place, 
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High in the fauour of that Empereffe, 
The worlds fole glory and her fexes grace. 

Here eke of right haue you a worthie place. 
Both for your neames to that Faerie Queene, 
And for your own high merit in like cace. 
Of which, apparant proofe was to be fene, 

When that tumultuous rage and fearfull deene 
Of Northerne rebels ye did pacify, 
And their didoiall powre defaced clene, 
The record of enduring memory. 

Liue Lord for euer in this lading verfe, 
That all pofteritie thy honor may reherfe. 

E. S. 

To the right honourable the Lord of 

Buckhiirjl^ one of Iter Maujlies priuie CoimfelL 

IN vain I thinke right honourable Lord, 
By this rude rime to memorize thy name ; 

Whofe learned Mufe hath writ her owne record, 

In golden verfe, worthy immortal fame : 
Thou much more fit (were leafure to the fame) 

Thy gracious Souerain praifes to compile. 

And her imperiall Maieftie to frame, 

In loftie numbers and heroicke ftile. 
But fith thou maift not fo, giue leaue a while 

To bafer wit his power therein to fpend, 

Whofe grofle defaults thy daintie pen may file, 

And vnaduifed ouerfights amend. 
But euermore vouchfafe it to maintaine 

Againfl vile Zoilus backbitings vaine. 
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To the right honourable Sir Fr. 

WalfingJianty knight^ principall Secretary to her 
Maiefty, and of her honourable Priuy 

Counfell. 

THat Mantuane Poetes incompared fpirit, 
Whofe girland now is fet in higheft place, 
Had not Meccenas for his worthy merit, 
It firft aduaunft to great Aiigujius grace, 

Might long perhaps haue lien in filence bace, 
Ne bene fo much admir'd of later age. 
This lowly Mufe, that learns like fteps to trace, 
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage ; 

That as the great Mecenas of this age, 
As wel to all that ciuil artes profeffe 
As thofe that are infpir'd with Martial rage, 
And craues proteftion of her feebleneffe : 

Which if ye yield, perhaps ye may her rayfe 
In bigger times to found your liuing prayfe. 

E. S. 

To the right noble Lord and moji 

valiaunt Captaine^ Sir lohn Norris knight. Lord 

Prefident of Mounfter. 

WHo euer gaue more honourable prize 
To the fweet Mufe, then did the Martiall crew 
That their braue deeds (he might immortalize 
In her fhril tromp, and found their praifes dew ? 
Who then ought more to fauour her, then you 
Mode noble Lord, the honor of this age. 
And Precedent of all that armes enfue ? 
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Whofe warlike prowefle and manly courage 
Temprcd with reafon and aduizement fage 
Hath iild fad Belgiacke with vi6lorious fpoile, 
In Fraunce and Ireland left a famous gage, 
And lately fhakt the Luf itanian foile. 
Sith then each where thou haft difpredd thy fame, 
Louc him, that hath eternized your name. 

E. S. 



To the right honourable and moji 

vertitoiis Lady^ the Countejfe of Penbrofce. 

REmembraunce of that moft Heroicke Spirit, 
The hcuens pride, the glory of our daies, 
Which now triumphcth through immortall merit 
Of his braue vcrtues crownd with lafting baics, 

Of heuenlie blis and euerlafting praifes ; 
Who firft my Mufe did lift out of the flore. 
To fing his fweet delights in lowlie laies ; 
Bids me moft noble Lady to adore 

1 lis goodly image liuing euermore, 

In the diuine rcfemblaunce of your face, 
Which with your vertues ye embellilh more, 
And natiue beauty deck with heauenlie grace. 

For his, and for your own efpecial fake, 

Vouchfafc from him this toke in good worth to take. 

E. S. 
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To the right honourable the Earle 

of Cumberland. 

REdoubted Lord, in whofc coragcous mind 
The flowrc of cheualry, now bloofming faire, 
Doth promifc fruitc worthy the noble kind 
Which of their praifcs haue left you the haire ; 

To you this humble prcfent I prepare, 
For loue of vertue and of Martiall praife ; 
To which though nobly ye inclined are, 
As goodlie well ye flicw*d in late aflaies, 

Yet braue cnfample of long pafled daics, 
In which trcw honor yce may fafhioned fee. 
To like defire of honor may ye raife, 
And fill your mind with magnanimitee. 

Receive it. Lord, therefore, as it was mcnt, 

For honor of your name and high defcent. 

E. S. 
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